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HE K 5] E, wot the Eoin Paz ito 2 

1 nature has been pleaſed to advance; © 

[ to Ts higheſt pitch of diſtinguiſhed pre- 
4 ferment among men, are no lefs deeply 


intereſted in religious concerns, than the 


inferior claſſes of mankind. —*Tis reli- 
gion alone that breathes immortal hopes 
FJ into the human mind, and adds wings to 
the aſpiring ſoul, for taking its rapid 
flight above the ſpheres, eben death en- 
idr the mouldering clay. 

Fes, Madam, death frequently eehtads 
in the circleof the y and facetious youth, 
and then the blofis mis of beauty do in- 


ſtantly fade; tis not a ſet of features, c 


complexion the tincture of a ſkin, that's 
admirable; fuch beauty grows familiar 
to the admirer, decays in his eye,, and 
palls upon review. Religion teaches how. 
to improve theſe fading charms, with in- 
ward greatneſs, unaffected wiſdom, and 
ſanctity of manners: and an eminently © 
wiſe Prince, whoſe character is recorded 
in ee Favored e eee has 2 ab 


/ 


DEDTCATION. 
thro' annual circulations--=a Prince, w>” | 
ſtands inrolled among the inſpired - F 
men, has pointed at the period ot life | 

in which you now bloom, as the moſt 
opportune ſeaſon for divine meditation, 


© Remember thyCreator, in the days of thy youth. 


_ "Tis impoſlible, Madam, I.can expreſs | 


the regard I owe you in more genuine 


language, than by heartily wiſhing, that, 


as your years multiply, you may be hap- 


pily directed to make proportionable ad- 
vances, in the amiable paths of wiſdom 
and piety — that you may crown an high | 
birth, a liberal education, a ſprightly 


genius, and an engaging temper, with 


that ſpiritual devotion which ennobles to 


a ſtill more exalted pitch which inſpires 


> the mind with what is truely great, valu- 


able and laſting---which elevates the ſoul 


above the ſordid ſweets of ſublunary de- 
light, and raiſes its purſuit to an eminence, 
higher than the ſkics, and more durable 


than time itſelf. 3 
Permit me to aſſure you, that I am with 

very great eſteem, 5 

MADAM. 

* Your much obliged 4 

EEE SIE And obedient ſervant, 

Gris I 1756. 38 HUGH INNEs. 
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PE DIOUS 3 are « ſeldom. very edi ing, 

1. 4nd do not always turn out an embelliſhme 
70 4 * All I can ſay in behalf of the following 
pages is to aſſure thee, that, if my heart deceives 
ne net, the edi fication of thy. ul was the Author's 
aim, in the compoſition... There are two ſorts of peo: 


bp whoſe fury 1 have ſmall expectations of evading ; 
eie are, ſuch as throw entirely away the Chriſtian 
p name, and thoſe whoſe zeal runs altogether in the 
- channel of party-intereſt — who are weded to tbeir 
1 own humours more than to truths, and can bear with 
nothing, unleſi it come from men of an entire uniforms 
1 Y F/ature with themſelves. 
43 [ doubt not, Chriſtian reader thou wilt diſcern 72-4 
N ral blemiſbes, which may. have eſcaped the Author's 
» BY notice; but I hope they are only ſuch, as will not 
" BR myure "faith ar holineſs ; and therefore, the ſpirit of” 
8 | the gebe! will diſdoſe thee to cenſure with the Chriſts- 
— uns temper, as well as with the criticks eye, remem- 
i! bring that both thou and lare erring mortals; and ſuch 
 ſmutting will be regarded by me as a kindnels, and 
an excellent oil. Only let me entreat, that thou ra- 
5 ther uſe Chriſtian freedom with myſelf, than give 
E vent to thy paſſions behind my back, and thereby en- 
title thyſelf to the odious character * a calumniator. 
h If thou findeſt any helps herein to thy devation, give 
all the glory to God; and for what is amiſs, let the 
blame fall on the dutbor—1 Aal ang farther. add. 4 
fe W our” ds, 


To the cooprejaton, among 3 I —_— in the 
work of the Gosetr, 23 er 
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My dear Friends, 
n IS a moſt awakening confil deratic on, to to think _ 
1 that awful appearance, which miniſters and | 
ple are to make before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. | 
Ft: then be a moſt dreadful ſight, tobehold mini- 
ers appearing as witneſſes againſt any of their con. 
greggtion ; or to ſee a people pointing out faithleſs 
and perfidicus paſtors, as ee rue of their 
ruin. 
May it be my e concern, to act fuch a part 
in the diſcharge of my duty towards you, as that the 
Blood of no individual may be required at my hands, 
in the great day, and may you be determined, by 
the communications bf divine grace, in all things to 
believe and praiſe, according 10 the goſpel of Jeſu 
Chrift our Lord. 
In your peruſal of this, or any other religious Wüst 
I would particularly adviſe you to devote, at leaſt, 
as much time in prayer, and in meditation on what 
ven read, as you employ in reading itſelf ; and let it 
be your ambition to be found doers of the word, and 
not hearers only.— And, ſbould you be upbraided with 
any thing that may be found unguardedin the following 
ſheets, attempt not to vindicate but where you have 
clear and folid ground ; and in that caſe, hear the 
Antagoniſt with patience, and anſwer him in the 
ſpirit of meeFneſs but remember, tis unbecoming 
the Chriſtian character to encourage a ſpirit of ran- 
cor or wrath, and therefore, let your milaneſs and 
moderation be known nnto all men, be 29 
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retired, and made way for the approach of 
another morning. See, how yonder ſun lifts up his 
majeſtick head, and ſcatters his chearing rays through . 
the hemiſphere! How regular are the eircular ſue- 
ceſſions of night and day; and how obſequious each, 
to His appointment, who, in the beginning, ſaid, 
Let there be light, and there was li ght. Lis then 
the language of fools, and of none but fools, to al. 
ledge there is no God. Revolve: the leaves in the 
vaſt volume of nature, and you'll ſee the extrava- 
gancy of ArngIsu, written in large capitals; painted 
in lively colours. Even there hath Jenovan'pour-- 
'trayed: himſelf, in ſo clear and le gible charachers; 
8 * may. 3 read „and underſtand. Liſten, 
"2 - 3 NM * 
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5 Meditations and Reaſonings. 


O my ſoul, and allow this morning's attendance, to 
hear the voice of univerſal creation; view the ce- 
leſtial fabrick, and you'll eaſily be prevailed with | 
to abandon the heterodox opinion of thoſe, who 
dreamed that the world had its exiſtence, by a caſual | 
concourſe of atoms. E | 

Don't you ſee, how the univerſal ſyſtem of things | 

int to an infinite architect, as the productive cauſe || 
of the whole ! contemplate the arched heavens, and 
admire the majeſtic view ! how auguſt their magnifi- | 
cence ! how immeaſurable their extent! ſee them gar- 
niſhed with innumerable ſhining orbs ſun, moon, and 


Mars; all qualified and diſpoſed with divers ſizes, and 


different motions; without offering theleaſt hindrance | 


or obſtruction, one to another; and remaining with- } 


out any natural change of their courſe, ſince the early 
moment of their firſt exiſtence! fix thine eye upon 
the globe of this carth, the proper habitation of men | 
and beaſts, and bebold 5 its vaſt ſize——How is it diſ- 
tinguiſhed with. hills, woods, vallies and paſtures. | 
Enameled with variety of herbs, graſs, flowers and 
leaves—Moiſtned with rivers, ſprings and waters, | 
running through the ponderous body, like ſo many | 
veins or arterys! ſee its numerous inhabitants, of 


different ſpecies, kinds, and qualities. How largely E 
are its capacious bowels repleniſhed, with choice 
varieties of ineſtimable jewels, and mineral con- 


cretions! and yet, notwithſtanding of all this con- 


genial and natural weight, beſides the ſupervenient 


poiſe, both in the bowels and upon the ſurface 
thereof, it ſtands as a ball, ſupported in the ſpacious 
air, by no other baſe or pillar, but the ſame omni - 
potent arm that made it. Where waſt thou (lays il 
God to Job, chap. 38.) when I laid the foundation 
of the earth ? . if thou haſt under/tanding * 


who hath laid the meaſures thereof if thou knoweſt ? 


vr who hath ks the line upon it? uhereupan Mi 
mw ur: e1 - 
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. Meditations and Reaſonings. 3 
are the foundations thereof faſtened? or who laid 


| the corner-ſtone thereof. 


Hence deſcend, my ſoul, and ſurvey the liquid 
element in the immenſe ocean; and inſtantly thou 
art plunged into an ocean of new wonders. The 


| | threatning ſurges environ our globe, and contain 


ſuch amazing varieties, as made David cry out, P/af. 
eiv. O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wife 
dom haſt thou made them all: the earth is ſull of thy 


| riches, ſo is this great and wide ſea, whereim are 


things creeping innumerable, both ſmall and great 
beaſts. The extended gulph is ever receiving, yet 
overflows not its banks, nor vomits out its waters 
upon us: in it is a continual turmoyl of raging 
billows, that reſt not night or day, and yet the level 


| ſhore is fixed for its impregnable bulwark. The 
mighty Gop of Jacob hath even ſhut up the ſea with 


doors, and ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and n0 
further. 8 "4 6 35 5 , 
Again, O my ſoul, canſt thou obſerve the regu» 
lar motion of bodies, and deny the exiſtence of a 
Deity ? The motion of every body muſt ariſe from 
ſome certain cauſe, and if inferior bodies are moved 
by the influence of ſuperior ; the motion of ſuperior 
bodies, about their reſpective ſpheres, mult needs 
be from a higher orb, or from the Primum mobile. 
But to alledge, that this Primum mobile moves of it 


1 


ſelf, would overthrow the eſtabliſned axiom, that 


nothing is moved bur by ſome other being : or was 
it urged, that the firſt moveable is moved by ſome 
other ſuperior cauſe, then the enquiry would ſtart 


anew, who moveth that other? And fo a progrels 
muſt be made from one to another, either to an in- 
finity, which is abſurd ; or elſe, you muſt ſift in 
ſome ſupream primary agent, ſome Being diſtinct 
from matter, who gives motion to all things, and 
is without mutability himſelf; and this is none but 
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FOE Meditations and Reaſoninge!. r 
God, che ſupreme being, and the infinite Autbor 
of all exiſtence . Nor is it a mean evidence of the 
important truth; that all things act for ſome cer- 
tain end, whereunto they are directed and appoint- 
ed. The bird, by ſecret inſtin&, builds his neſt; 
the fox provides his den; the ſpider weaves his cu- | 
rious web, with the exacteſt rules of geometrical | 
proportion; the bee contrives its various and uni- 
form cells of the honey · comb. What then can di- 
rect nature herſelf, ſeeing, by natural inſtinct, e- 
very creature purſues the various ends of its creati- 
on? Be it ever granted, my ſoul, that the ſupream 
Creator of all exiſtence, is the grand director of 
univerſal nature. Canſt thou view, O my ſoul, 
canſt thou behold the ſubordination of all ereatures, 
and ſee them fo cordially conſpiring, in promoting 
the common ſervice; and art thou not convinced, 
that ArhgEIs u is big with abſurdity? See the hea- 
vens, miniſtring advantage to this lower world; 
the waters moiſtning the ground; the air opening 
and e it; the ſun warming, quickning and 
enlivening i: the moon and ſtars fructifying it, by 
teir rene wed influences! the earth hoards not up its 
tteaſures altogether for nes) . to. afford nourith-' 
ment ſor man and beaſ tf £44 £4: WM 
Say my ſoul, didſt * view . glorious and 
mighty army, excellently arrayed in their reſpective 
martial u en into 3 eee and 
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© Juppoſi ag that there has been an infiaite ſucceſſion of impulſes. communicated Wl 
from? one Fody t6 another from eternity, without any ati ve principle either in 
motter or without it ; or that there is an aflive principle in matter, that Wl 
i ſelſcallive. and bath motion eſſential 10 it or elſe that there is ſome hei g di- il 
Hundt from matter, th t is the cauſe of its notion I will fbew, that ar = 

« © the two firſt ways of accounting for motion, can poſſibly be the truth: and Wi 
therefore that the cauſe of motion muſt be ſame. being . from ale Fe 
_ Jes Gurdon's ſermons at "BOS lecture, = 


5 e 


* * 9 
r 8 L 2 
RNS: * 


be A 4 3 
F either , e I * 3 e oe Ew 
* h * 4 * * : n * 


ä 


PP 


. "end ack — N 2 5 1 3 
companies, with officers and'ſaldiers, all; in E. 
qual ſubordination to one another; moving, march? 
ing and chearfully purſuing the ſame common en 

and that, without difference, diſcord, or tumultu- 

ous clamour; couldſt thou behold this, and not 
rationally conclude, that ſuch a well- diſcipliped arm 
muſt needs have ſome expert general, to whole 

command, they are all obſequious ?. What 23 

ground myſt; thou then have, my ſoul, from the c 

hberence, copſent and amazing fubordinatian of; all 

the ranked beings, in this ſpacious univerſe, to gon: 
clude, that there is inevitably one eternal mona 
to whom they owe allegiance to whom they all 
pay homage, and by whoſe univerſal. power, and 
ſupream authority, every creature is appointed iis 
proper ſtation, office and taſk, to be exerciled in. ij 

Enlarge thy contemplations, O my ſoul, and adz. 

mire the marvelous providence, art and wiſdom -_ Þ 

that is diſſ played, in the production of every Crea- 

ture. There is nothing, however, mean, or, little 
thou. mayeſt imagine it, witbin ihe compaſs of air, 
earth or ſea; but, by taking: a deliberate! ſurvey, we we 
ſhall find unerring wiſdom. manifeſted, in its con: 
trivance +. Attentively. conſider the moſt contemp- MY 
üble inſe&, and you'll find it a compend of won- 
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ders; you'll ſee ſuch an excellent contexture, Oo 
and WF metry, and proportion of all its parts and members; 


ive ſuch-correſpondence of inſtruments, ſo well adapted: 
and Wl © coherent and ſubordinate to one another, that =; 
ned Y can neither be the iſſue of - heatheniſh fate, nor the 
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wr product of - fooliſh fortune, as. Lucretius- fopdly 

"WW magined:. neither could theſe bodies croud toge · 

erin Wy, by. the caſual concourſe of we ang 
1 p* < Ac I Y 
her WW A late 8 writer (of our own country). very „ 
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Juſtled together, in an ultra- mundane ſpace. "Ns; 


8 Meditations and Reaſonings. 


they are the contrivance of infinite wiſdom, and the 
product of omnipotent power. 
In fine; how abſurd, O my ſoul, how egregiouſly 
abſurd were it to deny the being of a God? A truth 
granted by the univerſal conſent of nations, in all 
places, times and ages. What people, kindred or 
language, under the ſun, but pay ſome homage to the 
notion of a Deity? Where ever did avowed Atheiſm 
poſſeſs any part of the world; and who have not 
ſubſcribed their acknowledgment of a ſupreme 
Being? Nay, you may as well find a nation without 
their ſoul, as without their God. Egyptians, and 
other barbarous nations worſhipped imaginary and 
inanimate gods; and the Athenians will have an altar, 
rather to an wnknown God, than have no God at all. 
The Heathens were ſo filled with the apprehenſions 
of a Deity, that they framed a God, in their ima- 
gination, almoſt for every different mechanic; for 
their corn, wine, and oil, etc. Hence the Romans 
multiplied their Gods above thirty thouſand ®. 
Thus, the being of a Deity ſeems to have been a 
truth taught even in Heathen ſeminarys— a truth, 
which has become no leſs difficult for men entirely | 
to abandon, or obliterate, than to take leave of 


themſelves, and bid adieu to their own exiſtence. W 


What horror in mind, what tempeſtuous ſtorms 
in conſcience are, now and then, raiſed in that man, 


who preſages ſome miſchief to himſelf, beyond 


the ordinary courſe of nature, upon the diſcovery 
of ſome enormous crime? And whence this, but 
from a ſecret convition, that there's ſome ſuper- 
intendent over nature, and the material frame of 
things, 

* Theablurdity of Polythciſm, and the vanity of Paganiſm is i 
expoſed by the Author laſt quoted, in a preceeding note. See bis il 
Ni. of prepagatian of Chriſi.azity. Bn | : 


things, who is both a ſpectator and avenger of 
iniquity ? Let the Atheiſt, for a while, diſpute ; 


W ſometimes to forbear trembling is beyond the 


reach of his power; and was he poſſeſt of ſuf- 
ficient ingenuity to himſelf, his ſecret fears would 
confute his unbelief. See what a ſurprizing als 
teration is in the Atheiſt's reaſoning now (from 
what uſually appears) when the harbingers of death 
come to treat with him, to tell him of an approach- 
ing diſſolution, and awaken him with the apprehen- 
ſions of that provoked Deity, whom he formerly 
mocked. He, at length, begins to turn ſerious, 
and to acknowledge that there appears equal ground 
to believe, there is a God; as to believe his own 
exiſtence; and the idea he at Jaſt obtains of ſuch a 
ſupreme being gives no leſs evidence, that there is a 
God, than his own thinking aſſures him, that he exiſts, 
and that he has a thinking faculty. And yet does 
he remain an Atheiſt ? Ah how many of both ſexes 
would ſtartle at the profeſſion, who are yet zealots 


in practical Atheiſm! + Go on thou, O my ſoul, 


in paying that reverence and adoration to this eter- 
nal Being, which he is ſo juſtly intitled unto. This 
God is thy God, therefore with filial dread, and 
burning love, fall down before him, and ſay, Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, 
and power ; for thou haſt created all things, and 


For thy pleaſure they are and were created. Rev. iv. 


O what a ſafe and ſecure harbour have believers to 
fly unto, in the day of diſtreſs! The Lord Jehovah 
| 4 Atheiſts have been but rare ſince nature's birth; 
Till now She-Athciils ne'er appear?d on certh. 
Ye men of deep reſcarches, ſay, whence ſprings 
This daring character, in tim'rous things. 
Who ſtart at feathers, from an inſcct fly, 
A match for nothing—but the Deity. 


Toauz's Satyrs. 
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himſelf is their reſuge: the mighty God of Jacob | 
is their friend; with this the lamenting prophet 


ſhould repent ; 
'or hath he ſpoken, and Wall be not make zt gee ? 
"Numb. Xxiii. 199. N 


| ens, ; 
hath utterly forſaken - thee; and changed from the 


5 is contrary to the ucceſſity of l. is being. 


Meditations and Reaſeni nos. 


cheered up his dejected N Thou, 0 Lora, remain- | 
eſt for ever, Lam. v. 19. 

Thy God, O my ſoul, this thy Godi is un- 
changeable in his nature ; for with him there is no 
variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning. He is alſo 
immutable in his eternal purpoſes and decrees. Men 
frequently alter their firſt reſolutions, becauſe they 
perceive not the good or the evil, the convenieneyj 
or inconveniency that may be the reſult of their de- 
ſigns : therefore, when any miſtake or error is diſco- 
vered, every wiſe man will retract the will and purpoſe 
he had before. Ay, but this cannot happen with God, 
who by one ſimple clear intuitive act of his knoõw- 
ledge,” ſaw, from eternity, whatever can poſlibly 
come to paſs in time. Hence he ſpeaks of himſelf, 
Tam the Lord, I change not, therefore ye ſons of 
Jacob are not conſumed, Mal. iii. 6. Cod is not 
man that he ſhould lie, neither the ſon of man that he 
hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do ii? 


Beware then, my ſoul, of ſicning' to fatanical 
Doth the tempter ſay, that the Lord 


former love he bore towards thee," becauſe perbaps : 


133 ou art getting the g ps of affliction to drink. EZ 
5 Re- 


4. 


9 * Where any change SE — it miſt be ether by a eh : 
1 — perfeclion to imperfection, or from ĩmperfection to perl ction; Wl 
but in neither of theſe, reſpects can there be any change in God — ml 


Not the fiſt, becauſe all his infinite per fe ctions are e ſſential to his na- X 
ture and bein | 


ever was, fo i 


and his being is nceeſſary and independent ; as it 
can never ceaſe to be Not the laſt, becauſe bn him 
is the infinite fulneſs of all perfection, which is incapable of any in- 
creaſe or acceſſion. Thus, the ac viring any neu perfection, is re- 
pugna pt to Lis infinite being; ard the loſs of any * is perfections, Vn 


* 


Meditations and Reaſonings/ .. on 
Kepell the temptation, for thy God is unchangeable. 
and will never forget nor forſake his children in a. 
fiction. Can an affectionate mother forget her ſucx p 
ing child? Lea, the love of parents may be warm 


to their children, at one time; and become cold, 
and languid at another; and can this be che caſe | 
with thy: heavenly parent, O my ſoul? No, take 
his own word for it, /a: liv;*103 The mountains 
ſhall depart, and the hills be removed; but mm,. 
kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither bal! 
the covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on thee. It may be, ſome 
diſconſolate child of God is now complaining, that 
former friends have changed their countenance; 
riches have taken eagle” s wings; health and ſtrength 
begin to fail. Be it ſo, O happy mourner, thou 
haſt ſtill ſolid ground of comfort, this: t G #8, 
and is always the ſame, a God who will never fail 
thee, nor forſake thee. © „ OE Oo. YI. SEWN * 4 
It was the ſaying of an eminent eint From 
everlaſting to everlaſting thou art God, Pal, > 7 He 
Eternity beJongeth to the Lord, and altho it would 

be bold preſumprion for finite mortals, to pretend 

to arrive at a full conception of this unfathomable 
abyſs; yet eternity is inſeparable from the divine na- 
ture and eſſence; conſidered as it abideth indefinite - 
ly, and unmeaſurably,* without beginning or ,h. 
out end. Time is | meaſured, and is me wh I 
for meaſuring the continuance of other things; it 
had a beginning, and will have an end; but the high- 2 
et flight of a ſoaring mind falls infinitely ſhort of = 
eternity's boundleſs leng tu.. ü 
Time is fluid and paſſing; ſo much is already 
gone, ſo much is to come, and a moment is only 
preſent ; and this preſent moment hath no abiding, 
but paſſeth away incontinent, Are pot all temporal 
3 my i thus 1 Ad ee <4 
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40 Meditations and Reaſonings. 1 

Wer't thou ever ſo eager to arreſt them, they re 
main not; they no ſooner. come, but they are gone; 
they are no ſooner bred, than they die. Yes, but 
while time runs, like the current of a rapid river, 
eternity remains as it were a bank ſtanding, that can 
never wear away. Iſa. xl. 28. Haſt thou not known, | 
haſt thou not heard that the everlaſting God, the Lord, | 
the creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth nat, | 
zerther is weary? He is the high and lofty one that 
#nhabiteth eternity. Iſ. lvii. 51. Yes, believer, thy God 
is an infinite, immutable and eternal God; he is a God 
of juſtice, and a God of mercy; he is a God of wiſdom, 
and a God of power; he is a God of holineſs, and 
a God of truth; and this great I am THAT 1 am + 
hath proclaimed himſelf, the Lord, the Lord God 
merciful and gracicus, long-ſuffering and abundant 
in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, 
forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and ſin; and will 
by no means clear the guilty. Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7.—_ 
This omnipotent God, that now reigns and rules 
by his word and ſpirit, in the hearts of his people, 
will hereafter bring them to that heavenly Canaan, 
where the glory of his wiſdom and mercy ſhall be 
manifeſted, in their eternal ſalvation ; while the 
glory of his power and juſtice will be diſplayed in 
the everlaſting damnation of ſuch atheiſtical wretch- 
es, as would never have him to rule over them. 
Then, my ſoul, will the happy day dawn, in which 
all the children of God ſhall be for ever reſcued 
from every ſatanical temptation— then ſhall fin be 
entirely rooted out and dethroned ; death it ſelf 
will then get a fatal ſtroke, and God will wipe away 
all tears from the eyes of his people. 5 
- But 


+ Cur great Creator, by this revelation of himſelf, does in « manner 
exclude every thing elſe from a real exiſlence, aud diſtinguiſhes himſelf 
from bis creatures, as the only being which truly and really ei,. 

» Adcifon's Evidences. 
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| Meditations and Reaſmninos. 1 
But if theſe meditations are founded on truth, 
and if there be a God, as the voice of reaſon 
and revelation proclaims, what will become of you, 
O Atheiſtical wretches? Conſider this, ye that for» 
get God, leſt he tear you in pieces, when there is 


none to deliver you out of his avenging hand. It is 


a fearful, Oh l it is a fearful thing, to fall into . 
hands of che living God, 


oo 


MEDITATION . 
On the Immortality of the human Soul. a 


ALL in thy thoughts, my ſoul, they have 
been too long roving abroad. Now the night 

epprocchey=—-ler this evening's meditation be about 
thyſelf. Say, what art thou? *Tis evident from 
the Redeemer's own words, there is a poſhbility of 


Ss thy being loſt, Matth. xvi. 26. Does this loſs im- 


port thy annihilation, thy deliſting to exiſt, wy nol 


thou leaves this crazy body? No, that once grant- 
ed would recommend the Epicurean-relolution, 


Let us eat, and drink, for to morrou we die. 


Which of the two philoſophers ated the wiſeſt 


part, he who never went abroad, without laugh - 
ing immoderately at the folly of men ? Or 
he, who could never view the miſery of the world 
without exceſſive weeping and ſorrow ! be it thy 
immediate buſineſs to examine thyſelf, and con- 
template thy own worth, and, mean time, drop a 
tear of pity o'er theſe thoughtleſs creatures, who 


caſt away for vanity their own fouls. Oh! the * 8 


: | 


F: * "Met tation and ee 
| "of thee, my ſoul, could not be counterballanced, 
by the whole extent of creation * 


| What ſays Pythagoras, Plato, 88 and all 
˙ſſte Eaſtern "bk about thee? They declare, with one 


voice, boch thy excellency and immortality. Tis thy 
nnaoble faculty of thinking that animates--that actuates 
| | this body; that diſcovers any knowledge of God 
or the creature; and without thee, this mortal frame 
115 < would inſtantly loſe its vigour, would become pale 


and putrified——Thy ſoaring cogitation traceth the 
H ky heavens, inveſtigates the planets, contemplates the 
1 eosrth, ſails round the ocean, and fetches in all theſe 
1 2 Aledderies⸗ bf patüre, which philoſophie genus? $ 
43 18 have obtained Will, judgment, perception, imagi- 
nation, memory, underſtanding, and reaſon, are the 
Operations of thy eſſenee - Tbeſe : cardiual vutues, 
Juſlce, prudence, fortitude and temperance are the 
1 ornaments of thy beaux. 
Tube other day, I pitied an -uhnaturdl. wretch, 
111 Who profanely ſupplicated bis Maker, to damn. his 


= own ſoul. But this difagreeable monitor, brutal as he 
= was, put mein mindot-thy immortality,'O wy foul, 
ILis tue thou art not fo eſſentially immortal, as 
N to include an utter impoſſibility, and involve a repug· 
nancy to thy eſſence to be deſtitute of life: in:this 
ſenſe, immortality belongs to thy Maker: yet there's 
u natural immortality thou canſt lay claim to; as 
=. . no 1 in N ſelf, a ar — to 
; ++ ee 


* * 2 4 * a 


YAY . NU 
On * 


Say, know't a what it is? or 1 thou art? 5 
Kuno 'ſt thou th' importance of a ſoo] immortal? 
FE © * Behold this midnight glory; worlds on worlds! 
| Amsting powp! redouble this amaze; | 
| Ten thouſand add; add twice ten onde more; 

Then weigh the «hole; one foul out-weighs them Wi ; 

Lud call th' aſtoniſhiag magnificence | . 1 

. of unirdeliigent creation poor. 5 „„ 
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Meditations ind: 1-Reafonings:* "= 8 N 
ann The voice of nations alcribes this to I ns 
the human ſoul: howeyer wild the imaginary. fans 
cies of ſome of the heathen world have been, in 
dreaming, that the ſoul, after forſaking the body, - 
retires to groves, Woods, iſlands, or the famous 
Elyſian. fields; yet, theſe conceptions would ſeem n= 
to indigitate an inſtinct of the ſoul's immortality...., * 
But examine this point more narrowly, O ]]] - - 
Calls” tis of the utmoſt importance to know-and 1... 
believe; and that without which thy ALz.hereafter i 

is loſt. Is it a miſtake to ſay, thou art immorggl; . "= 
or wilt thou allow thy immortality. to be a mere- + 
conjefture? No, the momentuous truth is obvious, 
both-from reaſon and revelation. The principles of © - 
philoſophy demonſtrate thy immortality :- the foul - 
is a ſimple indiviſible being, and therefore, in itſel, 
| is not ſubject to ſeparation of parts. Death, tis true, 
diſſolves and ſeparates the eſſential and conſtitutive: 3 
parts of man, viz. ſoul and body. But While he 
body is diſperſed into thouſands ofs atoms, the ſoul, 
being an immaterial ſubſtance, is uncapable of ſu/ 
a di viſion, and therefore is immortal. Sa further, 
my ſoul, art thou not capable to act, independent 1 
of this body, and of all other matter? bow often _ 
doſt thou vigorouſly ſtir, in extacies, and en 
thyſelf, in dreams, when mis mortal frame is lulled . 
into profound ſleep od A op eh 
+ Nay, my ſoul, was this point once to be con- 
ceded, while as, art well; whence is it, that o 1 
many have been ſ uddenly convinced of their immor-- 
tality, .whenijgroaping: on the confines. of erernity ? .. 
Nen are, variquſly affected on a death - bed, with fear = 
or hope, grief or joy, and whence can this flow, 1 
but ſrom a tacit ſenſe of immot᷑tality, a feerer cu- 
viction, that the ſoul dies not with the body; but is 
capable of well ot woe; when time iſef is no mere? 1 4 
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14 Meditations and Reafintig "ty 


bis wonted boaſtings, all of ſudden, converted my | 


fearful pangs and tremenduous throws? 


But liſten, my ſoul, and give attendance to a | 


him who can caſt both foul and body into hell. Pal. 


xlix. 8. The redemption of the ſoul is precious, and 


ceaſeth for ever. The precious blood of the Son of 
8 


God was the price of thy redemption z he made hig 
foul an offering for fin, and ſhall I ruin my ſoul in 
ſinfol purfuits ? O that men would duly conficer the 
excellency of an immortal ſoul ! what comfortable 
views of immortality have the martyrs and witneſ. 
ſes of Chriſt arrived unto, when, in the midſt of 


extream tortures, their faces were filled with the 


molt ſhining compoſure ! no doubt, a natural ſtu- 
pidity, dulneſs of diſpoſition, a malecraſes of body 


perverſe refolution may ſuppreſs querelous outcrys, 
under exquiſite agony: but not only to bear the 
croſs patiently, bur to embrace it pleafantly ; not 
only, not to be deſpairing and repining, but to be 


rejoicing in the midſt of flames, as if it were a bed | 
of roſes, demonſtrates the undeniable truth, that 


there is ſomething noble within, which neither fire 


nor fagot, virulence nor violence, men nor devils 


can devour or deſtroy : hence the apoſtle, 2 Cer. v. 
For we know, that if cur earthly houſe of this ta- 
bernacle was diſſolved, we have a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
O how chearfully may the fouls of believers wing 
their flight from theſe mortal bodies, to enter into 
thoſe heavenly manſions, u here an eternal ſpring and 
undiſturbed repoſe 22928 1 . 
An 


$ The world recedes ; it an | 
Bc aver opens on my eyes! my ears 
ich ſounds ſcrophic ring: 


more ſure word of prophecy, Math. x. 28. Fear 


may extenvate the force of pain, and an obſtinate 


| loſs. Yea, and how many repeated diſappointments 


| Meditations and Reaſonings. 1 


ſcue my ſoul from deſtruction, my darling from the 
tion. May fo precious a jewel never be entruſted 
to my own keeping, left, like Adam, I ſhould ſquan« 
der my ſtock; or, like Eſau, ſhould fell my birth- 
right; or, like the prodigal, ſhould waſte my ſub- 
ſtance. May I never be tempted to confide in 
preſumptuous merit; nor imagine of gaining hea- 
ven by ſo treacherous an advocate as my own 
works, Never, never venture, O my foul, to at- 
tempt ſcaling the walls of heaven, by this deceits 
ful ladder; that will of its own accord, at laſt, 
tumble down in pieces Lord, into thy hands I re. 
commend my ſpirit. Antichriſt, with all his curſed 
train of artillery, his ſprinklings, croſſings, prayers 


to ſaints, and ſoul-maſſes are unſafe and antiſerip- 


tural guardians: but Chriſt's armour is a ſure de- 
fence. Oh may the ſhield of faith, the breaſt- plate 


9 of righteouſneſs, and the helmet of ſalvation be my 


conſtant ſafeguard, againſt all the fiery darts of the 


goo 


Say then, are they not all fools and madmen, 


| who throw away their ſouls, for the tranſitory plea- 
| ſures of this life? The queſtion was propoſed by 
| him, who is the wiſdom of God, What is a man 


profited if he ſh1wld gain the whole world, and loſe 


his con foul ? Or what will a man give in exchange 


| for his ſoul? The world and all its pleaſures cannot 


countervail the loſs of an immortal foul; and he 
who loſes his foul for the whole creation, makes 
truly a bad bargain,to his unſpeakable and irreparable 


has 


Lend, lend your wings! I mount! I fly! 
O grave! where is thy victory? 155 a Los 
O death! where ts thy ſting? | _ 
e Pope's frirg Grin. 


N 
* 
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has the world given io theſe proud mortals, who were 


aſpiring after its reduction to one univerſal mo- 
narchy? True, the limits and boundarys of the 


Aſſyrian, Perſian, Grecian and Roman territories, 
were exceeding ample and large; but yet they ne- 


ver extended ſo far, as to run from one end of the 


line to the other; neither were any ſcepters of ſo- 
vereignty ever ſwayed, from pole to pole. No, 


there were ſtill many unknown places in the world, 

which never came within the . or circle of Their 

moſt. extended dominions. Y | 
= But, ſuppoſing the whole world ens 


at the expence of loſing a ſoul ; dear. exceeding 


dear would the purchaſe be. Is it not then the 
higheſt degree both of weakneſs and wretchedneſs, 


for men to ſubmit to a certain and palpable danger, 


2 for ſo uncertain an advantage and attainmen 
an attainment to which none hath hitherto advan- 
ced, and, for ought we know, none is likely to gain. 


How: deſtructive to ſouls, have the boundleſs am- 
bition of mens hearts after earthly things been! 
how many are of the like humour with that Grecian 
philoſopher, who is ſaid to have entreated the gods, 


that he might behold the ſun very nigh, and com- 


prebend the largeneſs, form and beauty thereof, 
tho” be ſhould immediately be burned by its heat 
The covetous man cannot endure to look on the 


5 ur at a diſtance, and to enjoy the comfortable 


-uſe thereof with moderation ; he cannot be ſatisfied; 


zunleſs he has it folded up in his arms, and graſped 
within his heart, ſhould it be at the loſs of his ſoul. 


; Theſe avaritious creatures, are much like young 
+ Phaeton; for want of {kill to manage the furious 


borſes of their inordinate appetites, at laſt they fall 


n from the chariots of their pleaſure; and 
Aeſtroy both ſoul and body, in the fatal conflagro tion, 
in the end. Nor muſt we imagine that 'tis theſe, and 

"Hi Hei only 
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Meditations Al Reafonlngs: - „5 
only theſe who enjoy the largeſt poſſeſſions, that are 
in danger of loſing their immortal ſouls. The chil- 
dren of poverty run no leſs riſque of having the 
charge brought againſt them, that they are lovers- 
of pleaſures —of worldly, ft ul, and ſefuat plea- 
* more than lovers of God. | 
Since then, the ſouls of men run ſach a hazard: 
fromk an inordinate purſuit of the world, and ſeeing 
it ſo frequently happens, that they, who moſt - a- 
bound in wealth, are leaſt prone to ſcatter liberally 
among the indigent, and to treaſure up to themſelves 
uncorruptible riches *; it may not be without its ; 
own uſe, that thou pauſe a little, my foul, on this - 
ſubject; and conſider, how much worldly plea- i 
ſure is below thy regard, in compariſon of theſe 
ſpicitual delights, with which the irregenerdte man 
is altogether unacquaintet. : 
Did one arrive to ſuch a height af worldly. pre · I 
4 as to become Emperor and ſole monarch of 
| the whole world; and enjoy all the glory, pleaſure 
and treaſures in it, at his abſolute command; yet KB 
theſe would fall infinitely ſhort of affording true 
contentment, ſolid joy, and tranquillity of mind; 
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for they can give nothing but a falſe and imaginary v 
happineſs. Ay, but alas, the loſs of an immortal' of 
ooul is a very real, and unſpeakable miſery. It was "I 


Jong ſince taught in ſome of the philoſophic ſemi- 

varies, That fools and hypochondriacs, who fancied 

chemſelves lords of great dominions and maſters of 

C4 large pollen were no leſs happy, than ſuch s 2 | 
Ah little think the gay Werne e 


, 

Whom pleaſure, power and affluence ſurround ; : 54 
5 Ho many pine in want, and dungeon glooms, r = 
| 5 
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Shut from the common air, and common uſe 6 
Of their own limbs. How many drink the cup \ 
"2 e baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 
] Of miſery —— „ 


: Tlom hs s Ser 5 


really * theſe e — 
pineſs, in itſelf, is but fleeting and imaginary, like 


ſome flaſhing motions, in an unregenerate mind, 
But, O how ſolid and fatisfaQory is that joy, which 


ariſes from a well grounded hope, of heaven's being | 


prepared for the ſoul, for ever to dwell inn 
Away then, my ſoul, away with theſe falſe no: 
tions and ideas of happineſs, which are confined to 


the things of this earth; bid adieu to the ſinful plea- | 


fures, and cheating deluſions of a paſſing world; 
and let the ſerious thoughts of a ſuture and eternal 


Rate poſſeſs all my heart. The day is haſtening on, 


when we muſt bid an everlaſting dl to the world 
itſelf; and what folly ſhould we then bewray, if our 
precious ſouls were caſt away, for its low, and tran: 
ſitory pleaſures? How little comfort or ſolace would 
it afford on a death-bed,to caſt a reſſecting eye, upon 
thefe gilded and bewitching vanities, which betray 

fo many precious ſouls, into ineffable ruin ! — 
pleaſure muſt be but airy and fantaſtic, which has 
a ſhort laſt, and uſhers in ruin in theend; and thus 
it is with all the pleaſures of ſin. 


How juſtly is the world emblematized by a ſea 


of glaſs, mingled with fire; by a ſea, on account of 
Its ebbing and lowing, its fluctuation, inconſtancy, 


and mutability ; its reſtleſs waves rolling from ſhore 


to ſhore, as the world rolls from hand to hand 
to a ſea of glaſi, becauſe of its brittleneſs and frag} 
lity to a ſea mingled with fire, becauſe of its 
daily waſting, and drawing nigh to an end. May i 

never obtain my ſoul for one of its votaries! 

The wiſeſt and moſt opulent of earthly. ſove- 
_ reigns, who underſtood the value of worldly things 
not only by ſpeculation and theory; but alſo by 
experience, gives his verdiCt thereof, Vanity of va: 
ni ties, all is vanity. Eccleſ. i. 2. And indeed the - 


proce of ſix thouſand years atteſts the truth ol} 
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Meditations aud Rafi g. 19s 
Solomon's aſſertion. Nay, O my foul, thou mayeſt 


know it too, from thine own experience: for, ho- 
often haſt thou been woefully diſappointed ; finding 
thoſe things wherein thou promiſedſt thyfelf happi- 
neſs, not to anſwer thy expectation I In thy wild 
purſuits after felicity, haſt thou not heard the voce 
of pleaſure, of profit and honour, each calling aloud 
Harrixkss is xor ix ME? But yet, if, after all, O 

my ſoul, thou vilt not be deterred from hankering 
after the vain deluſion, let the friendly voice of the 
Saviour be attended to Labour not for the meat 

which fende. but for that which endureth to life. 
eternal; and that other of his inſpired apoſtle, Love 

not the world, neither the things that are inthe world. 
0 8 „ 

How deceiving is this world, frequently, to the 
fouls of men! 1 them up with fair promiſes, 
with the hopes of immenſe riches, a laſting health, 
and long life; when, in reality, its courtiers and' 
admirers often live not out half their days, Plal. Iv. 
23. And however ſweetly its voice may ſound in 
a worldling's ears, twill prove in the end, but an 
empty echo; twill act like a deceitſul Crocodile, 
or a charming Siren; and after it retains many of 
its priſoners for a ſeries of years, at laſt it drowns ' 


the miſerable captives, in the floods of eternal de- 


ſtruction. In what a variety of inſtances, does the 
world act ſuch a part to the ſouls of men, as Laban 
did to Jacob, when, after ſeven years ſervitude for 
Rachel, he at laſt deceived him with Leah? It treats 
its admirers, as Delilah did Sampſon, it endeavours 
ence to lull men aſleep in its boſom, and then delivers 
them into the hands of ſpiritual Philiſtines: or, as Ju- 
das did with Chriſt, it ſalutes with a kiſs, and then 
betrays : or, as Joab did to Abner, it embraces with 
the one arm, and gives a mortal wound with the 
other. Get up then, O my ſoul, and wing thy 

£ EA | fight. 
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20 Meditations and Reaſonings.' | 
flight above the low entertainments, that are to be 
found among the men of this world T. Remember, 
thou art immortal,and prepare for ſpending an eter- 
nity in heaven---——Q thou, in whoſe hands is the 
heart of every man, prepare my ſoul for living with 
Jeſus. Amen and Amen. . $ $5 Ben; 


{ 


t 


On the Divine authority of Scripture” re- 
velation. 33 


2 we 


H how love 1 thy lau: ii is my meditation all 


CF the day. No doubt, the great buſineſs of Sa- 
tan is to throw odiums and aſperſions on the ſacred 
oracle : and now, that I am going to ſhut my ears 
from all other ſubjects, and revolve the leaves of 


the ſacred volume; be it my care, this morning, to 
call in ſome evidences, of this book's divine authori- 


and inſpiration. Thereby I may the better reſiſt 
he higheſt efforts of the devil, in my perplal of 
_— 5 God's 


8 4 


_ 4'Tistoricd of a famous Cynick, that he was thus accoſted by a po- 


tent conqueror, Then art a poor man, and ſtands in needof aſſiſtance; aſk 
what thou wilt, and T wil! give it thee. To which the philoſopher re- 


plied. Which of us two ſcems to be the maſt needful objet? I, who de- 


fire nothing but my pile of wood, and my bit of bread ; or thou, who ( altho 


the great King of Macedonia) doſt expoſe thyſelf to ſo many dangers, for 
inlarging the boundarys of thy kingdom? Upon which the monarch, } 
greatly admiring this philoſophie magnanimity is ſaid to have cryed 


out, If 1 was not Ae rander. I would wiſh to be Diogenes -I mention 
this ſtory for an evidence, that even Heathens themſclves conceded 
this point, That true happineſs did not conſiſt in the abundance of what 
worldly riches a man poſſeſſed ; but in his ſolid tranquility and peace of 
ſpirit. ——— Hence the apothegm of Pythagaros, It is better toibave a 
fellled, ſiauad and peaccable mind, tte lying upon the ground ; than to be 
recked with care, and iortur'd with trouble, the” ſtretched on & bed of ge.) 
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Meditations and Reafeninge. :*%x 


God's word. Be it thy buſineſs, my ſoul, thus to 
arm thyſelf, as thou wouldſt not be rempted to un- 


dermine the very foundation of religion. Take a- 
way the divine authority of ſcripture revelation, and 


immediately a door is opened, to let in floods of car- 


nality, Epicureaniſm, and Deiſm. This book is 
God's ſcepter, by which the ſubjects of heaven are 


ruled; tis the light of our eyes, by which the my · 


ſeries of God are diſcovered; tis the food of our 
ſouls, without which the graces of the ſpirit languiſh; 
*tis the ſword of the ſpirit, by which enemies are 
overthrown; and therefore, tis undoubtedly: that 


againſt whith open batteries are raiſed, by a Deiſti- 


cal generation. What do thy meditations afford 
thee, O my ſoul, in favours of theſe pages? Does 
not their antiquity plead for their divine authority? 
The moſt anrient ſyſtem muſt have proceeded from 
God: for ſince man was created for the ſervice of 


| his Maker, it became neceſſary, that ſome revelation 
of the divine will ſhould be made him, either by 
| writing it in his heart, or ſetting it before his eyes. 


Acain,thedivine authority of theſe excellent and 


facred inſtitutions, wrapt up in the ſcriptures, is obvi- _ 
ous from their date, which begins with creation itſelf; 

| in reſpect of which, all other Heatheniſh ſchemes are 
but as up- ſtarts of yeſterday. Examine the charac- 
ter of its penmen, and ſee how much their ſincerity 
and integrity diſcovers the important truth T. As 


they deliver nothing in their own name, ſo they ar- 
rogate to themſelves no praiſe ; but they ſpeak in 
the name of God, and aſcribe the glory to Jehovah, 
They taught not divine doctrine, that they might 


C3 there. 


A modern wiiter oblerves. as marks of the meſt diſintereſted aud 
unde ſigning lincerity, in the inſpired penmen.— 1 key record the fail- 
ings of their favour.te ang moſt illuſtrious beroes ; without concealing the 
punithmend, infetteg on futh miſcarriages. 

Hen ey's remaiks on Lore Bolingbroke's letters, 
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22 Meditations and Reaſortings. 
thereby make a purchaſe of earthly ſtores; but they 
were ſatisfyed to be contemned, ſeoffed, and put 
to death for the precious truths, which they de- 
livered. Yea, they omitted not tb record, what even 
tended to their own ſhame and diſhonour, that God 
might be thereby glorified ; they acknowledge their 
- infirmities, that the truth might be preſerved, that 
future generations, ſeeing the weakneſs of the 
ſtrong, might never preſume in their own ſtrength, | 
nor deſpair of divine mercy———Thus Moſes con- 
ceals not the fault of our grand parents The 
drunkenneſs of Noah The inceſt of Lot The lie 
of Iſaac— the bloody fin of Simeon and Levi 
the rebellions of Iſrael the idolatry of Aaron 
the murmurings of Miriam the ſons of Aaron's 
offering ſtrange fire. Nay, he records his own im- 
patience and unbelief ; for which he was refuſed en- 
trance into the promiſed land; as a ſtanding monu- 
ment to poſterity, of his weakneſs and infirmity, 
Further, O my ſoul, does not the mighty oppolition 
which the devil and his inſtruments have made a- 
gainſt this word, in endeavouring to root it out of 
the world, evidently ſhow, that it is the book of 
God, the patronage and protection of which, he 
himſelf hath undertaken, againſt all the attempts of 
hell? Have not men and devils, in former and later 
periods, exerted their united ſtrength againſt the 
ſcriptures? And why? Becauſe they knew, thar, by 
this volume, their works of darkneſs are made ma- 
nifeſt ; becauſe tis fo pure and holy, the wicked are 
incenſed againſt it. Tis the word, by which ſinners 
are condemned; therefore they hate it, as a priſon- 
er abhors to hear the ſentence of death pronounced 
againſt him, from the mouth of a juſt judge. Yet, 
bo fruitleſs have their attempts been? The more 
they raged againſt the word of God, the more its 
glory ſpread through the whole earth ; the more 
| they 


b =y ! 


FE: they endeavoured to keep it down, like the palm- 


tree, the more it flouriſhed. As theſe, who attempt 
to ſtop the current of a mighty river, only make it 
ſwell the higher, and overflow its banks: fo, when 


the devil and his agents have attempted to ſtay the 


heavenly ſtreata, that flows from God's ſanctuary, 
the more it diffuſes itſelf, maugre all their malice. 


Thus, omnipotent power ſupporting it, hath alſo 


purſued, with utter ruin and devaſtation, thoſe that 


violently oppoſed its truths, or perſecuted its pro- 


feſſors; ſuch as Herod, Nero, Domitien, Diocleſi- 
an, Julian the apoſtate, and others; who, by their 


ſhameful and horrible deaths, teſtifyed and declared 
theſe very truths to be the word of God, which, 


through their lives, they had perſecured. ] 


Nor are the amazing miracles, by which the 


ſcriptures were confirmed, mean evidences, that 
they are the word of God. What ſtronger ar- 


| guments could any one demand, than the red fea's 
dividing aſunder—the ſun going backward to Heze- 


kiah, and ſtanding till to Joſuah the blind re- 
covering their ſight the dumb ſpeaking——— the 
deaf hearing, the lame walking, and the dead ariſing? 
Think, O my ſoul, on the matter handled in this 
ſacred oracle; and meditate on the end, to which 
its laws do point. The ſubjects treated of in this 
volume, are the glorious works of God in creation, 
redemptiagi, and preſervation, divine mercy mani- 
feſted to his people, and inflexible juſtice executed 
againſt his enemies, in overthrowing their deligns, 
reſtraining their violence, turning their counſel to 
fooliſhneſs, and plunging themſelves at leaft head 


long into deſtruction Turn over every other leaf, 
in the moſt copious and beſt furniſhed library, and 
you'll ſee their ſubjects and the manner of hand- 
ling them, intimate the whole to be human com- 


poſure; this book the B1BLus, only excepted, Some 
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24 Meditations and Reaſonings. 


are induſtrious to poliſh human arts; others ſet out i 
large hiſtories of actions, counſels, ſucceſs, policys, 


and enterprizes of mortals; wrote in ſuch à way 
that we know them, at firſt ſight, to be indited by 
the ſpirit of man; but all things in this volume are 
ſpiritual, and appertaining to God. As the creation, 
ſo alſo the government of the wide univerſe is, in 
the ſcripture, only aſcribed unto Jehovah, that he | 
may have the whole praiſe of his own works. Here, | 
famous victories are not aſcribed to the wiſdom of 


a Chieftain, nor to the valour of a ſoldier 3 but to the 


Lord of hoſts alone: and whence can ſuch ſelf-de- 
nial flow, but from the divine ſpirit, which moveth 
man, contrary to his own nature, to deny himſelf 
the praiſe, and give the whole of it unto his Maker! 
Here, the ſingular bleſſings of the church-miiitant 
are never attributed to worldly friends, or good for- 
tune they are not aſcribed to aſſiduous induſtry or 


indefatigable labour; no, tis only to the bleſſing 


of heaven, and goodneſs of God, that grateful ac- 
knowledgment is made, by theſe inſpired writers. 
Ada, the wicked's deſtruction is not here aſcribed, 


ſimply, to the power and cunning of their enemies, 


much leſs to. blind chance, or outward . accident ; 
but to the almighty arm, exerciſing divine juſtice in 
their condign puniſhment for ſin, and is it not eaſie 
to diſcover, O my ſoul, that, in human writings; this 
is not always the caſe? What numbers of Authors 
write to diſplay their own wit, learning, and elo- 
quence ? How many are the attempts of this nature, 


to exalt the praiſe of men above the clouds! ſome 


extol the fortitude of generals; ſome commend the 
reſolution of ſoldiers; others cry up the advantages 
in victories, whether by the place, the ſun, wind, rain, 
or other circumſtances; and men are thence gra- 
dually led to forget the Lord of hoſts, that diſpoſes 
of all things, cauſes and events. E 5 - 
N | | OCs 
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| | Meditations a | Reaſenings. -—  _ 
Does not grandeur and majeſty: run, - thro? every 
3 of this ſacred volume? Tho' written in a plain 
and familiar ſtile, condeſcending to the moſt illite- 
rate capacity, yet, is not the deep wiſdom of God 
therein ſet forth, and the profound myſteries of 
religion therein moſt amply comprehended? Under 
this vail of plain ſpeech, ſhines ſuch divine wiſdom 
| and authority, that all human performances, how 
ever much adorned with the garniſhing flowers of 
_ eloquence, and quickned- with the ſtriking conceits 
of wit, can never ſo deeply penetrate the heart, 
can never ſo forcibly work upon the affections, nor 
ſo powerfully incline the will, to embrace virtue 
and avoid vice. Through the whole of ſacred vrit is 
diſplayed ſuch majeſty, as only becomes the incon- 
trolable ſovereign of the wide univerſe. Who, ex- | 
cept this ſupream monarch of heaven and earth, 
could indifcriminately thus addreſs himſelf to All = 
could enjoin obedience upon prince and people, rich 1 
and poor, learned and unlearned, without the leaſt 
difference or reſpect of perſons; expreſly requiring 
this to be done, and that to be avoided, under the 
promiſe of everlaſting life, or the pain of eternal 
death? The divine laws of this book are not confin- 
ed to the outward converſation of men, requiring 
only external obedience (which is the utmoſt that 
human laws can reſpe&, becauſe: the lawgiver 
ſees no further) but the law of God requireth 
obedience, eſpecially in the heart, and does not 
only prohibit. conſent to fin, but the firſt ſprings 
and motions of the heart to evil. Who then can 
e make laws for the conſcience; or, if any ſhould at- 
8 tempt to make them, who could either reward the 
, obedient, or | puniſh: the diſobedient, but he 2 
1 ſearcheth the heart and trieth the reins? => 
es Further, my ſoul, contemplate the glorious my- 
ſeries wrapt up in ſeripture revelation. Are they 
8 7854 . 
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not far ſuperior to the reach of human underſtand- 
ing; too profound for reaſon to plunge into the depths 
thereof? True, the light of nature ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrates the being of a God; that truth is written in 
large characters, through the extenſive volume of 
"creation, ſo that tis almoſt impoſlible to behold the 
one, without acknowledging the other. But that 
God, being one in eſſence, ſhould be diſtinguiſhed | 
into a trinity of perſons, without diviſion of ſub- 
Nance, or confuſion of perſons, is peculiar to reve- 
lation to proclaim; and is a truth, which reaſon 
could not comprehend, much leſs could it invent 
That the univerſal ſyſtem of things had their being 
from God, nature clearly teaches ; ſince they have 
an end, they muſt alſo have had a beginning ; and 
ſince the commencement of their exiſtence, they have 
been haſtening to a diffolution 5 one effect brings us to 
its cauſe, and that cauſe to a ſuperior one; and that to 
another, till at laſt we come to the ſupreme author of 
exiſtence; a being independent of himſelf, and up 

whom all others depend: but that this beautiful order 
ſhould have been brought out of confuſion, this light 
out df darkneſs, and the compleat ſyſtem of things 
brought from the womb of nothing, by the almigh- 
ty Fiat, ſurpaſſeth the comprehenſion of ſhallow 
reaſon——— That man is now reduced to a wretch- 
ed ſtate, is not only the doctrine taught us by ſenſe 
and reflection, but by experience alſo: but how to 
get rid of this miſery, and reach eternal bliſs, is be- 
yond the purſuit of man's wiſdom, and is only re- 
vealed in the oracles of infpiration.——That the 
ſecond perſon of the glorious trinity ſhould aſſume 


26 


dur nature, and therein perform a perfect obedience iſ 


to the dieine law, ſnould wade an ocean of miſery, 
and undergo the moſt tormenting and ignominious 
of deaths, to reconcile us to God, and reinſtate us 
in the favour of the almighty; that his merit W 5 
8 de- 


7 &@ 


Ys 


become ours, by virtue of that union whereby he 
becometh our head, and we his- members; Which 


mentally by faith theſe are the great — 
of divine — the diſcoveries made from — | 


have a ſon; his 


union is made up 


Frincipally by the ſpirit; influ 
peculiar 


little, precious, and valuable volume. A volume alſo, 
which — with ſu paroxiſms, as, that 


the croſs is the way to the erown : through much tri. 


bulation we muſt enter into the kingdom of God, &e. 
Nor canſt thou forget, 


priſing exactneſs all feripture propheſies have been 


fulfilled, in their due time. Such as, that the /ee# of 


the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent*s head; the po- 
ſterity of Gham ſhould be accurſed 3 Abraham ſbbn 


ſhould be bond-men in 


„O my ſoul, wich what fur- 
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Hy 
Egypt; Judah poſterity ſhould have dominion — 4 


the other trabes ; the ſcepter ſhould not 


Judah till Shiloh cume; * the people of Iſrael fowl 
be carried into captivity, and hence r 


eſeued by y- 
ras ; the ſeventy years of their abode there; 'toge 

ther with Daniel four monarchies, and his bent 

weeks, &c. Whence are all theſe important events 
ſo diſtinctly foretold, and fo preciſely fulfilled, but 
from the-provicent wiſdom Wem who foreſeeth 
all things? 

Bat, de nut the grub m. melee 
lation oftimes hid from the Viſe and prudent, and 
poor babes and ſucklings; not by 


made known to 
the means of natural reaſon, but by the teſtimony 


of God's own Spirit. Yet, e 
„Lade original of this word Shilch be what k i (which: ome 


tranflate to be ſent ; others bis Son, or-Child, or his fed, others, 


quiet, peaceadle, pacific, proſperous, and conſequently, renowned, auguſt, 


to whom gifts or offerings ſhall be made, as K. Solbmon takes it; 
others, whoſe is viz. the kingdom) the Meſſiah or Chriſt is certainly 
hereby meant, as all the three Targums agree, and the Ta'mud, iv the 
tittle Sanhedrim, chap. xi. and Bal. Hallam, Bereſchit· Rabba, and 
Wy other ancient and modern Jews. Patrick's TR 
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28 Meditations and Re 


objections, while ſtill he doubts,” whether they are 


Indeed the infallible word of God: As the two dif- 


ciples travelling ro Emmaus, upon hearing the ſcrip- 
tures interpreted by an infallible prophet, their 
hearts glowed within them, and they ſuſpected, that 
what they heard was more than the word of mortal 


man; or, as the blind man in the goſpel, when his | 


eyes were a little illuminate, diſcerned men, not as 
men,bur as moving trees; ſo there may be, at times, a 
ſecret conviction raiſed, even by ſtrength of argument, 
in the ſinner's breaſt, ſufficient to draw from him a 
confuſed acknowledgment, that this 'BinLe is the 
word of God. But how different from this; are the 


diſcoveries obtained by a lively faith? Te have an 
wndzon from the Holy one, and ye know all things. 


The ancinting which ye have received of bim abid- 
eth in you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you, 1 John ii. 20. 27. Oh, how convincing an 
argument this, when the ſinner perceives, that, by 
the inſtrumentality of this word; the under ſinnd- 


ing, which before was blind and full of darkneſs, 


is now enlightened ; the heart, which before was ob- 
durate as the adamant, becomes ſoft and tender, and. 


melts at the preaching of the law; the ui, which 


before was ſtubborn and obſtinate, is inclined to an 
holy obedience ; the conſcience, which before was 


dead and ſeared, begins to control the ſinner, and. 


give check to his impiety; the affections, formerly 
inclined to ſenſual pleaſures, are now ſet upon God, 
and fixt on things above. In fine, may we not ſay 


of the ſcriptures, as the blind man reaſoned with the 


Phariſees, not from ſplendid ſhadows, and fair pre- 
texts, but from undoubted experience? Doxbtleſs 


this is a marvellous thing, that you know not whence 
this man is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes; und 


if he were not from God, he could not have done 
this. John ix. | —- How 


may be ſo far convinced, as to be ſilenced in his 


bad, ban wh 
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— — — how 
ridiculous the cavil of prophane wits; that the 
ſublimĩty of ſtile, in this book, does not a fr tran- 
ſcend other writings, as heaven is more excellent 
than the earth ! It is not uſual in a king to play the 


orator, when he gives out his edicts, nor to uſe rhe- 


torical figures, and allaring perſuaſives, when he 
hath to do with his own ſubjects; but rather, he 
a commands, in phraſes full of gravity 
and authority. Even ſo, it pleaſed the ſupreme 
monarch of the univerſe, in the publication of his 
will, to uſe a plain and familiar ſtile; and it better 


beſeemeth his glorious majeſty plainly to — 


than to perſuade and allure with enticing {| 

Beſides, this ſacred volume was not written only. 
for the uſe of the learned, but alſo for the ſimple 
and the ignorant ; and therefore, i it pleaſed the Lond 
to ſpeak ſometimes in ſo lofty a ſtile, as muſt needs 


fill the learned with admiration ; and yet, fo plain- 
ly does he condeſcend to the meaneſt capacity, that 


this word of his affords milk to babes, as well as. 


ſtrong meat to ſuch as are _ in knowledge” and | 


nn es Apes: 
And does not a hereby manifeſt bis 
power in weakneſs, his majeſty in meanneſs, and 


his wiſdom in fooliſhneſs; for this very end, to 
make weakneſs, meanneſs, and folly ſerve as foyls 


to diſplay his wiſdom, power, and majeſty, the 
more glorious ? Had all the glory of revelation con- 


ſiſted in the dead letter, how would men, like fools, 
have ſtood admiring the outward curious fabric, 


without looking at the precious jewels within. But 


when this treaſure is brought in an earthen veſlel— 


this beautiful feature is clothed in mean attire 


and divine wiſdom is ſet forth in a clean, neat dreſs, 
men are thereby taught to withdraw from the ſha- 
dow, and . the ſubſtance; not to reſt 


in 


in the outward 2 but digg 1 10 > heel after | 


the inward truth. 


* my ſoul, had. is more being weh 


than plainneſs and ſimplicity! what need for paint - 
ing, where there is already perfect beauty? No re- 


markable art is neceſſary, to poliſh and ſet out a pre - 


cious diamond; and how leſs neceſſary are the or- 
naments of human eloquence here? Ornaments, 
which might rather darken the beams, than add 
brilliancy to the luſtre of ſacred writ !- the flowers 
of rhetoric, the aſliſtance, of- ſophiſtry are much 
fitter ornaments for the orations of Cicero, than 
for the oracles of Gon, which ſhine with the great- 
eſt ſplendor; when bare and naked. -- 

But, is there not a majeſty in Scripture language, 
ſuperior,far ſuperior to what is to be found any where 
elſe? Yes, * let the laborious linguiſt—let the man 
of eloquence and addreſs, but make an impartial 
inquiry, and he will find a ſublimity of dition, not 
to be diſcovered in any other volume, but theſe 

ges of inſpiration— Let this word, O my ſoul, 

t this infallible guide be thy lanthorn, through the 
dark e pad of this lower world Ng it the n 


of 


2 Whoever reads the e ee. 8 of 
his, in every page of that ſacred volume; and a late writer much 
celebrated both for delicacy and accuracy of language, as well as 
profundity of thougbt, ſpeaks thus on the dignity of ſcripture ſtile. 
If any one won judge of the beautys of poetry that are to be met with 
in the divine writings, aud examine how kindly the Hebtew manners of 
ſpeech mix and incorporate with the Eygliſh _ . after having 
Tenſe the book of Pſalms, let bim read a literal tranſlation of Horace er 
indar. He will find in theſe two laſt ſuch an abſurdity ond confuſion 
of ftile, with ſuch a cemparative poverty of imagination, as will male 
Sim very ſenſibic of what I have been here ad nancing I am wery con. 
fident whoever reads the goſpels, with an Heart as nuch prepared in ſa 
wours of them, as when he ſits down to Virgil or Homer, will find r 
Age there which is not told with more natural force than ary Pr 
in | either of theſe wits, who were the chief of mere mankind. 
— Addiſon's  Evidenees 
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ful perulal of Which. I may both fight and over - 
come: May, oh may the divine influences of the 6 


ternal ſpirit accompany this word of Chriſt's 


and may Zion's matchleſs ſovereign: hereby ſpread 
the report of his own renown, through the diſtant 
corners of the habitable world; that the nations of 
F UK. hg 


1 bis 1 4 . . Amen.” 


MEDITATION. 
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- HE 8 pain and N n that 
yeſterday laid ſiege to my body, bas now 
wing'd its flight, and gone: but haſt thou alſo loſt 
the remembrance thereof, O my ſoul? How anxi- 
ous was the phyſician to know the natural cauſe of 
my late bodily indiſpoſuion; and if his enterpriſe 
had — in ſucceſs, I ſhould have perhaps con- 


cluded, that there was ſome overſight in his attenti- 


on, or ſome misfortune in his management. 'There 
is, beyond all peradventure, ſuch more immediate 
3 cauſes of diſeaſes, But fin is the procuring 
cauſe, to be aſligned, for every calamity and miſery, 
that befalls us. While David ated the good phelo- 
ſopher, i in the caſe of a famine in Judab, he, at the 
ſame time, appears the eminent d iuine, in diſcovering 


ſo heavy a judgment to be ſent, as the ys 
for the fin of Saul, and his bloody houſe. 

How odious is the character given of ſinners in 
ſacred writ, aud how. ſurprizing their carriage! 


Prov. 


of the ſpirit, in the dextrous management, and-ſkile - 
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temporal judgments, recorded in ſacred writ, as 


32 Metlitations and Reaſonings. : 
Prov. x. 23. Fools make a mock at ſin. What un- 
reaſonable folly for a man to ſport himſelf into 
miſery, and yet, none more effectually does ſo, 
than he, who ſports at impiety. Was it neceſſary 
to point out examples, for confirming the mournful 
reflection, how eaſy a matter were it to be particu - 
Har, in more inſtances than one! In all the chain of 
miſery, to which mankind are ſubject, ſin is the firſt 
link that draws the whole after it. What, but this, Ml 
exiled the apoſtate angels from heaven? Why were 
our grand parents thruſt out of paradiſe; and che- 
rubims fixed with a flaming ſword, to guard every 
paſſage to the tree of life, but becauſe of fin ? Why 
did the Lord deſtroy the old world, with a deluge 
of waters; and rain down fire and brimſtone from 
heaven, upon Sodom and Gomorrah ; but becauſe } 
the iniquities, both of the one and the other, had 
gone up before him? For their /in, Ananias and 
Saphira were ſtruck dead, + and for |//z Corah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, with their accomplices, were 
ſwallowed up quick. To enumerate ever the 


being ſent for the puniſhment of ſin, would be ro 
run a curſory through the divine volume; and how 
frequently is the puntihment adapted to the quality, W 
or quantity of the crime! how awful are the ſpiritual 
plagues, that fin expoſes a people unto ! hardneſs 
of heart, blindneſs of underſtanding, corruption of 
affection, perverſity of will, do all proceed from this 
wretched fountain. But my people Iſrael would 
have none of me, therefore I gave them up to their 
ewn hearts luſts, and they walked in their own 
counſel. Hence it is, that many feel the rod, who 
cannot underſtand it; many groan under it, that 
cannot diſcern who hath-appointedit : like Belſhaz- 
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rar, who ſaw the hand-writing of judgment, on the 


nto wall, but could not read it; or like the Jews, uu 
ſo; Wmiſteok, the Lord's voice, for the roaring of thun · «19 
ary Wecring clouds! Oh fin, thou accurſed thing, what 
ful Wrational man would not abhor thee as hell! Tis by 


on, the great God is affronted, the infinite majeſty 


of of heaven and earth is incenſed, the ſupreme legiſ- 
irſt ¶lator of the univerſe is reflected upon, and it is his 
bis, authority, that is thereby trampled under foot. | 
ere W And what audacious wretch will yet dare to laugh | 
he- Wat the ſcrupuloſity of ſuch, as tremble to offend an 
ery Womnipotent ſovereign ! what more diſpleaſing to any 
hy Wearthly monarch than to deſpiſe his laws, reproach 
age his perſon, and contemn his authority; and can 
om ¶ Caners be fo wretchedly infatuate as to fuppoſe, that 


uſe be, who is of infinite majeſty, will ſit unconcerned, is 

nad when ſo. many indignities are daily offered him? 1 

ind MW Muſt it not be the height of folly, thus to provoke 1 

ah, Hin, whoſe power is almighty, whoſe wrath is un- 1% 

ere ¶ ſupportable—From the eye of whoſe omniſciency 

the no ſhade can cover the guilty wretch, and from 1 
as Wi whoſe omnipotency, no ſanctuary can ſhelter the 18 
to daring rebel. If the wrath of a king is as the meſ- 3 

ow ſengers of death, what muſt the wrath of the King 

ty, of kings be? Oh what a fearful thing it is, to fall in- [i 

ual to the hands of the living God a God, who is i 

els W conſuming fire to every irreclaimable worker of {1 

_ of Winiquity! e , ii 

his W Again, my ſoul, how monſtrouſly daring—how ' 

1 WM Full of impious audacity is the profane tranſgreſſor? if 

ir To whom (can he imagine) does the injury re- 

vn cound ? Can his rude attempts dethrone the majeſty 

ho of heaven can his ſtanding at a detiance drive the 

hat WH OuxrrorfENr to terms of compoſition ? Is it poſſible 

az- Wl to outwit omniſcient knowledge; or to outreach the 

ar, N extent of omnipotent power? Can the inconſiderate 

creature fancy a poſlibility of hiding himſelf, from 
VILE e 


the 
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the notice of an infinite and omnipreſent God! J if 
fo, all his imaginations. are vain, blaſphemous and 
abſurd ; and altho' divine patience ſhould delay the 


execution of wrath, for a time; yet, the Lord wil 


at laſt come—he will come with heavier hands, and 
ſeverer blows; he will come with legs of iren, and 
thighs of brafs, to bruiſe his enemies unto pieces, | 
Sin may prove palatable to the taſte, and ſweet in 
the act; but, in the end it will turn bitter as gall, 
and diſagreeable as wormwood. Eſau glutted over hi 
mels of pottage inconſiderately. but-the loſs of his 
birth-right was a four pill in his ſtomach, a poiſonous 


Ning in his heart, and a difmal farewel ar laſt : {6 


in whatever gilded features ſin may- appear to the 
ſinner's eye, at laſt it will prove a painted harlot; 
no more ſalutary than ſweetned poiſon Oh how vile, 
how abominably vile is ſin, in the ſight of a holy God 
becauſe of it, and to fave his people from the diſmal 
effects thereof. he gave to death--tothe curſed, pain. 
ful, and ignominious death of the croſs, his Son--his 
only begotten Son—his dearly beloved Son. How WW 
deep muſt that leproſy have been, which nothing 
but the precious blood of the Son of God cou 

cure! fay, my foul, are not all thy diſeaſes healed, W 
5 the Redeemer's drinking that bitter potion of 
God's wrath, which thou muſt otherwiſe have been 
drinking thro! the ages of eternity? Yes, yes, it wa 
thy ſins that made him ſweat water and blood, ſuch i 
drops as never man felt, but himſelf; to purchaſe fol 
thee an incorruptible crown, his glorious head was 
crowned with thorns; for thee, he opened his mouth, 
and drank the bitter cup which was compounced W 
of yinegar and gall, bitter as malice could make it: 
his ſacred hands were nailed to the accurſed tree, 
and his undefiled feet, that never trod the paths MW 
of wickednels, were pierced by the cruel =_— i 
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i Meditations and Neaſbnings. Ie 
| his eomely countenance, that ſhone with ſplendor, 
unſpeakably more radiant than the brilliant beams of 
the meridian fun, was buffeted and ſpit upon, to 
| purge away the uncleanneſs of his people; he was 
barbarouſly laſhed, that they might eſcape the direful 
blows of inflexible juſtice * ; he cried out, I hint, 
that a fountain of living waters might be opened, to 
ſatisfy the deſires of his people. He groaned, as 
one forlorn and forſaken of God, that they might 
not be abandoned for ever: his body was interred in 
the ſilent grave, and he continued under the power 
of death for a time, that death might not ſwallow 
them up, and hell might not be their priſon, thro? 
a long everlaſting eternity——And did the preſſure 
of wrath ly fo heavy on the Son of God; what a 
ſtrange infatuation muſt the ſons of men be under, 
who can make a mock at fin Did it wring from 
Chriſt, ſighs, and tears, and blood and the unutter- 
able groans of an aMicted ſpirit? O ye children of 
folly, tand—and contemplare what a dreadful de- 
luge of wrath, hath fin brought down, upon the 
W man Chriſt Jeſus, | EY 
Say then, O my ſoul, is not fin the procuring 
cauſe of every miſery? Neither is it leſs abominable 
and provoking in the ſight of a holy God, nor leſs 
deſtructive and ruining to ſinners, that tis become 
W faſhionable and epidemic in the world. How tre- 
menduous are the judgments, which ſin has procured 
on the children of men] what havock and deſolati- 
on has been made by this deadly foe, upon king- 
| doms, countries, cities, and families; and how ſtill 
more dreadful, that endleſs ruin, it will at laſt bring 
on the impenitent workers of iniquity ! O cutting 
| D 2 thought, 


* Canſt thou ongrateful man, his torments ſſe, 
Nor drop a tear for him, who pour'd his Bod for thee ? 
| | Pitts Poems. 
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t, to be for ever exiled the glorious' preſence 
of God in the heavenly manſions, and excluded the 
ſociety of angels and faints—— to be hauled from 
a life of ſin to a death of miſery, and hence thruft 
into the direful regions of eternal and unutterable 
horror ! 1 | a oY 
Stay, O my ſoul, and allow a little more of thy 
attention this evening, in contemplating the danger | 
and folly of ſinners. Upon how precarious a foot. | 
ing do they ſtand, who are at variance with the great 
J=novan, from the ſeverity of whoſe wrath, they 
cannot ſecure themſelves for a moment! while hiscup 
of iniquity is a filling, little knows the heedleſs crea- 
ture, how unexpectedly ſome fit of an apoplexy, ſome 
violent fever, or ſome other of the innumerable in- 
ſtruments of death may diſpatch him hence, and re- 
ſign him into the hands of divine juſtice. Can he 
then diſpute the point with, his Maker ? No, the 
majeſty of God will aſtoniſh him, his greatneſs will 
affright him, his omnipotence will diſarm him, and 
his juſtice will proceed againſt him. 

Acain, how monſtrous does ſin appear in the 
ſufferings of a bleeding Saviour! ſin was the treach- 
erous Judas that betray'd him, ſin was the Herod 
that mocked him, fin was the Pz/ate that condemn- 
ed him, ſin was the ſpear that wounded him, and 
fin were the nails that pierced him. . 

Get up then, O Chriſtleſs ſouls, and flee for your 
lives, from the hands of this cruel tormentor 
flee to the blood of Iss us, ere fin drag you to the 
fatal place of execution, from whence there is no 
returning to pour out tears of evangelical repent- 

ance.— Les, yes, the ſeared conſcience that now 
flumbers in the boſom of ſin, will at length be 
arouſed ; the great Gop will at laſt command his 
deputy to awaken, and put the ſinner to the extre. 
mity of war; and then alas, how will the alarmed W 
con 
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eonſcience rage like a roaring lion, and tear like a 
bloody maſtiff fo A 8 
The guilty wretch may have a ſeeming truce with 
conſcience, for a while; but ſolid peace he cannot 
enjoy; and while conſcience ſlumbers, his debt is 
never paid, nor extenuate; but greater arrears al- 
ways run on: like a pile of fire under green wood, 
the ſeared conſcience may continue long quiet, 
but at laſt the flame will be kindled, not eaſie to 
be extinguiſhed, In vain then will he ſtrive to feaſt 
away cares, to ſleep away gnawing thoughts, or to 
drink away ſorrows, while the alarmed enemy 
lodges within. Conſcience, once thoroughly arouſed, 
will not readily leave the forlorn creature, before it 
diſcover to his eye, the dreadful wrath of an angry 
God, ready to ſeize him, and the pit ſmoaking with 
everlaſting flames, where he muſt take up a per- 
petual reſidence, if he finds no ſhelter under the 
covert of a mediator's blood, * ; 

Well, my foul, is it not thy duty is it not 
thy intereſt, to fly from every appearance of evil ; 
and to conſider of ſin, as the worſt of adverſaries 
thou haſt to overcome? Was I apprized this night 
of a man's approach to my family, who intended 
our total ruin, and had committed the moſt un- 
heard of and barbarous villainies, wherever he went; 
who had betrayed one, poiſoned another, and ſtab- 
bed a third; would not parents, and children, and 
ſervants all join their efforts againſt him! Yea ſurely. 
Why then, n is the traitor the cruel traitor 
thou muſt inceſſantly withſtand, till a compleat 

SS D 3 Vic» 


Stop, thoughtleſs wanderer, ſtop and look around, 
Tis all, on which thou tread'ſt, enchanted ground! 
Wake, wake, and ſee thy fate! but one ſtep mare, 
And ah! thou'rt loſt beyond redeeming pon et! 


| Spiricual Life, 
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victory is obtained, over the deteſtable foe. Say 


not, O my ſoul,—Say not of any darling favourite 
this is but a little ſin, and I may make parley with 


zt. There is no ſin, however little it may appear in 


the eye of men, but merits everlaſting deſtruction, both 
of ſoul, and body *. Every ſin is a tranſgreſſion of the 


divine law, and therefore makes the ſinner liable to the 


curſe: forthe wages of ſin is death. True, ſins are, and 
may be diſtinguiſhed into ſins of a more or leſs hein - 
ous nature : and Chriſt upbraids the Phariſees, with 
making their diſciples twofold more the children of the 
devil than themſelves}. But the Papi ſtical diſtinction 


between ſins verial, and fins mortal, alledging the 


firſt puniſhable by the imaginary flames of purgato- 
ry, and the laſt only by an eternity of torment, is 
like the ſtrange woman which Solomon ſpeaks of, 
whoſe lips drop as an honey comb, and are ſmoother 
than oil, but the end is bitter as wormwood, and 


ſharp as a two-edged fwerd F. Again, many little fins 


(as the world may call them) heaped together, will 
ſoon reach to a mountain of guilt; as ſmall drops 


* The Lord hath faid that he will by no means clear the nn 


Exod. xxxiv. 3. And his juſlice requires that the puniſhment thould 


bear proportion to the crime; and therefore inflifts as much as is con- 
ſiſtent with the creature's being; what is awanting in deorees, is 
made vp in duration — The leaſt fin cannot be expiated without 
infinite ſatisfaction; and nothing can ſatisße God for the injury of 
the leaſt fin, but that which is infinite; (i. e.) ſuch as no creature, no 
man, no angel, can tender to him; no, nor all the creatures together, 
by all that they can do or fuff-r while the world endures----— }/ith- 
out blogd there is no remiſſion, Heb. ix. 22. If all the creatures on earth; 
if all the glorious ſaints in heaven, if all the glorious angels in the pre- 
ſence of God, ſhould offer to facrifice their lives, for the expiation of 


one {in ; it would not be accepted, it could not be ſuſſicient: for their 


lives, being finite creatures, are but of a finite value. Only the 
blood of him, who being God, derives an infinite value upon his blood, 
TE | See Clarkſon's Sermons Fol, 

Matth. xxiii. 15. § Prov. v. 3. 
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of rain; in proceſs of time, fill up channels, make 
the floods to ſwell, and the overcharged rivers to 
vomit forth their ſuperfluous waters, over the a» 
ſcending banks. And what jeopordy fellows, by the 
inundation ariſing from theſe ſmall drops, experi- 
ence has ſufficiently demonſtrated. The ſmiling 
meadows are polluted—the fertile fields ſpoiled of 
their rich product Herds of cattle drowned—while 
houſes, cities, and inhabitants are endangered and 
damaged, under the deluge of prevailing waters. 
Says an antient father, {pace is but afmall piece 
of groand, but many paces will make a mile, and 
many miles will bring to hell at laſt. And tis much 
a piece, in the iſſue, whether a ſinner is immediately 
knocked down, by one Co(:ah, or a thouſand Pires 
liſtines—As every bird brings ſufficient materials 
to make its own neſt, ſo every reprobate brings as 
many fins, as will ſuffice to make up his own funeral 
pile, in the bottomleſs pit. Get up then, my foul, 
exert all thy might, and fight under the banners of 
grace, -againſt the deadly foe. It was an expreſſion 
that proceeded from the mouth of one, whom the 
Lord brought from a herd of perſecutors, to be en- 
rolled among the company of apoſtles, This ic & 
faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world, to fave ſinners 
of whom Tam the chief. * 1 Tim. i. 5. Of whom 
I am "the chief! yes, the inſpired Paul faid ſo of 
D 4 3 hin: 


* 


ſp 
bly 


* IIe rde 6 aoyor, nal racrc Ar Mi a Etec, Ir, xpicde luce 


aber 18 Tov Ag cr ie r gogcæt, ar po rec £141 276 ůů— 
Some Jewtth writers entertained an epregioutly gros fancy, from 
what the apolile ſpcaks bere of himſelf, o 7poroe eter tyw, Viz. That 
the foal of the firſt Adam was in Paul's body. —= A trantmigration of 


ſouls from one body to another is monſtrouſly ablurd, and repugnant © | 


| to that expreſs text of ſeripture, Matth. xvi. Mhat is a man profited, 
if be ſceuld gain the avi ole were and loſe his own [cul ? Every man hes 
| a fog] 
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himſelf: and may I be allowed here, to invite the 
ſaints, to come and learn a leſſon of ſelf-denial, 
Oh how little ground have they to be vainly puffed 
up, with their own excellency ! *tis the character of 
the king's daughter, that ſbe is all glorious within, 
Pſalm xlv. And indeed it is inward beauty, and 
not the external ſhew, which God delights in. He 
does not ſo much regard the vain oftentation of a 
proud Phariſee, as the contrite heart of an humble 
Publican; he countenances Elijab and Peter with 
their mantles, as much as Aaron with his mitre: 
an external. profeſſion, without grace in the heart, 
is, in God's ſight, as a whited wall, or a painted 
ſepulchre——which is lothſome and abominable, 
where there is nothing but rottenaeſs and putre- 
faction within, | 

Bring in, O my ſoul, ie in a parallel induction 
of every creature, in the univerſe, and I ſhall have 
ground to ſtage myſelf before God, Tye cu or 
SINNERS Raiſe thy thoughts, and contemplate W 
the inhabitants of the higher ſpheres. Say, are not 
the glorious angels all miniſtring ſpirits, conſtantly 
_ attending on the will of their Creator, and waiting 

ready to perform his pleaſure ? Bleſs the Lord ye 


a ſoul of his on: and, as the body at death returns to duſt, fo the 
ſpirit returns to God that gave it. Paul acknowledges himſclf a fin- 
ner, who yet obtained mercy of the Lord he ſays not I was, 
bat fam, the chief of ſinners. Our ſelf-denied apoſtle gives an open 
and true confeſſion; and fo every child of God ought to be ready to 
do— ſpeaking of his worth, he acknowledges himſelf the leaft of all 
the apoſtles, 1 Cor. i. 15; Yea, the leaſt of all ſaints, Eph. ttt. 4 ; But 
ſpeaking of his own wants, he here elaſſes hiaiſelf among the chick 
of thoſe ſinners, whom Chriſt came to ſave — But to infer from 
the apoſtlc's words (as even ſome modern Rabbins have done) that 
the ſouls of men and women, after death, go into other bodies —— 
that the ſoul of Moſes was the ſame with that of Abel that, the foul Wl 
of Adam was the fame with that of Paul—is moſt ridiculous and anti 
ſcriptural, | 
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| Bis angels that excel (Heb. are mighty i) in ſtrengt 


that do his commandments,hearkening unto the voice 


of his word. How prompt are the angelical tribes 


to miniſter unto them, who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. 


And, with what tranſports of joy are all the glorified 
ſaints ſinging, Hallelujah, ſalvation, honour and power 


| to God, and to the Lamb that ſits upon the throne for 


evermore ! But ah, compared with theſe, how faint 
are the efforts of the greateſt ſaint, in this ſublunary 


world, where imperfection univerſally obtains! 
Deſcend a little lower; and fee, how hail and 


ſnow, rain and thunder, lightning, winds and ſtorms 
do all fulfill the ſovereign will of heaven; each of 


chem in their own kind, tranſcending man, in an- 
| ſwering the reſpective ends of their creation ! how 


does the ſun go forth as a giant, r1<oicing as a 
mighty man, to run his courſe! according to the 
ordinance of God, the fun doth rule by day, and 
the moon by night, Gen. i. 16. Thus, the heavens 


8 declare the glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth 

| forth his handy-workF. And altho' theſe ſplendid 
| luminaries want underſtanding, and are dumb, yet 
| they trumpet forth the praiſes: of their Maker; 


there is neither ſpeech nor language among them, 


| and yet their voice is heard in every region——Yea 


if the Lord give orders, they fight at his command, 

They fought from heaven, the ſtars in their courſes 

fought againſt Siſera. Jud. v. 20. 3 
When Joſhua warred againſt the Amorites, God 


4 


yu yan wy Na n VARID IVA? NAN | Pjol. (las, | 


1 . | | NI 2PA 
Some (and if I rightly remember Dr. Hammond) tranſlate the woras 
thus — Bleſs the Lord, ye bis angels, that are mighty in ſtrength, that da 


| his commandments at hearing [or as ſoon as they hearthe voice of tis w. 


9 Pſalm xix. 1. There is a, peculiar empbaſis in the origiual 


| I'PAN Jllad expanſum. 
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no ſooner iſſued out his command, than the ſun, and 
the moon obeyed, and altered their ordinary courle, i 
The fun ſtood ſtill in Gibeon, and the moon in the 
valley of Aſbelon, until the people of God had a» 
venged themſelves on their enemies gut, while 
the inanimate creatures, above us, are thus obſequi- 
ous to the author of their exiſtence, how prone is 
the heart of man continually to rebel againſt him 
Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him; 
or the ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt him. Draw thy 
contemplations downward, O my foul, and view 
the lower creation ; how it alſo obtemperates the 
appointment of heaven. The manured ground 
brings forth increaſe, for the uſe of them, by whom 
it is cultivated : but alas, the Lord complains, that 
his incloſed vineyard //-ae! yields nothing but wild 
grapes, briers and thorns. He looked for judgment, 
but behold oppreſſion ; for , righteouſneſs, but behold 
# cry *. The lifeleſs rocks rent aſunder, at our 
Saviour's crucifixion ; when the heart of man had 
no ſympathy, no bowels of compaſſion. The ir - 
rational brutes, and all the feathered choir ; yea, 
the fiery dragons and lilly reptiles, after their own 
kind, ſerve the appointment of their Maker: the ſtork 
knows her appointed ſeaſon, the turtle and the 
ſwallow obſerve the time of their coming; the dull 
ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib 
but Jehovah utters the complaint, ae! doth not 
know, my people doth not underſtand, Again, my 
foul, am I not, by nature, as black and ugly as ſin 
can poſſibly make me; and muſt not my ſitua- 
tion have been extremely. and eternally miſerable 
by fin, if free grace and unmerited love had not 
prevented? Oh how am I then obliged to God's 
infinite mercy -mercy, Which alas I have cven 
& | abu- 


* Ifaiah V. 7. 


abuſed, times and ways without number! che apo- 
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ſtate angels are not capable of rejecting Chriſt, for 
he never was, nor ever will be offered to thetn - 
but ah, how often have I refuſed to open, when he 
knocked ! the devil ſinned, before the wages of ſin 
was known; ꝗ but have not I ſinned, after re- 
peated aſſurances were given me, that the Wages of 
fin is death? Rom. vi. Satan is hardened againſt 
God, as a judge that puniſheth, and hath — ſince 
condemned him; but how often have I ſinned, againſt 
a God, Who hath compaſſed me about with mercy, 
on every {ide—who has often addreſſed me, in ſuch 
compaſſionate language as this, Return, O backſlider, 
why wilt thou periſh, in thine iniquity? How often 
world I have gathered Iſrael as a hen gathereth her 
chickens, under her wings ! Turn ye, at my reproof. „ 
open, and I will enter in. 

Hide thy face, O Lord, from my 2 in, and blot out 


| all mine iniquity,was the prayer of a royal penitent. 


Oh, that many ſouls were ſending up the like cry, 


[ before the throne of God ! his power is not weak - 


ned, his arm is not ſhortned, his mercy is not ex- 
hauſted ; no, he is the ſame yeſterday, ro- day, ant 
fer ever. Up then, O my ſoul, and caſt thy burden 


on the Lord flee by faith, to that precious blobd 


of a llain Lamb, which waſheth away fin and un- 
cleanneſs— Do 9 0 Lord, Purge me with hy- 


Fe, 
Pride was the ruin of the diabolical herd: and the e pretty 


univerſally prevails, that Satan's delinquency, for which br was ex- 
led the heavenly manſions, was but Ox E; and that wet acted, but 


| plotted, and contrived ; upon which 


ia the almighty power 
£ Hoc headlong flaming from the etherial ſky, 
With hideous ruin and combuſtion, don 
To bottomleſs perdition : there to dweil 
In adamantine chains and penal fare. 


Millan. 
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bete, and T ſhall be clean ; waſh me, and 1 ſhall be 
whiter than the ſnow. ee oe 


MEDITATION V. 


On the amazing Miracles at our Saviour's 
| JJ oo. 


['S it not, my ſoul, is it not matter of everlaſting 
1 admiration, to think, how low the eternal Son 
of God did ſtoop, to ſave ſinners? Yes, beyond all 
peradventure; and yet, in the loweſt depth of his 
humiliation, God the father never left him, with- 
out ſome evident demonſtration, ſome eminent teſ- 
timony of his divine power, A memorable inſtance 
of this we have recorded, at our Lord's crucifixion ; 
when he was preſented in the moſt amazing poſture, 
hanging on the croſs, betwixt a couple of malefactors, 
and his mercileſs enemies inſulting over him, when 
Expiring in unutterable agony : Yea, when the wrath 
of God, the fury of men, and the rage of devils 
were all levelled againſt him; under theſe unheard- 
of indignities, and the eclipſes of his father's love, 
his divinity flill appeared, and, like a glorious fun, 
breaks the diſmal clouds of miſery, to diſcover him 
more than meer man—The miracles at our Lord's 
crucifixion are uſhered in, by the evangeliſt, Matth. 
xxvii. 51. with a BeyoLp—--—Be it thy enquiry, 
O my ſoul, zow to view theſe amazing diſplays of 
divine power, at the death of a divine Saviour. 

The wailof the tcmple was rent in twain from the 


109 
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top to the bottom *. It is by ſome vainly alledged, 
againſt this being conſidered of as a miracle, that the 
ſubſtance of this vai! was thin, and might without 
a miracle, by an eaſie force, be broke; but Chriſt 
was now dead, or dying. at the ſame inſtant; and 


| it muſt be above the power of nature, that a dying, 


or dead man, crucified at fuch a diſtance, ſhould 

rent the vail, within the temple. In order to take 
a more particular ſurvey of this miracle, it may bg 
of uſe to make ſome ſhort enquiry about the temple 


itſelf.-During the time, in which the Jews ſojourned 


in the wilderneſs, God commanded an ambulatory 
tabernacle to be framed, fit to be carried at their 
removal; he ordered the Prieſts and Levites to at- 
tend it, and inſpired the architects with a ſpirit of fur- 
priſingart,to make all things neceſſary for beautifying 


| and adorning it, according to the pattern which God 


had ſhown to Moſes, ia the mounr ; and,by the pillar 
of cloud ſtanding or removing above it, the choſen 
army was to proceed on their march, or to pitch theic 
tents ; and this was appointed to be the place,where 
the tribes or thoulands of Iſrael were to reſort, 


for 


* In the ſecond temple, between the bo'y place and the moſt Þoly 
(ſays Maimonides) there was no partition wall. tho in the firſt temple 
there was one built of the thek ueſs of a cubit. The diviſion be- 
tween them was made by two veils, one from the +xtremity of the 
doly place, and the other from the extremity of the moſt holy, with 
a void ſpace of a cubit between. The like form of ſeparation was 
obſerved in the temple, which Herod rebuilt, as Jojephus taforms 
us; (de bello Jud. lib. vi. chap. 14.) and therefore it muſt be 
a miſtake in thoſe who think, that this vail was a partition wall af 


ſtones. Whether of the two vails, that which bclonged to the boly 


place, or that which hung in the mo# boly, was, at this time, rent 16 


twain, is a queſtion among the ancicnts, tho? the words of the Author 


to the Hebrews, where he tells us, that Cori? as cur het prieff, Sos 


conſecrated {or us a new way, thre” the val. forthat we may with l. 


neſs enter into the bolie# by the Med of Jelns. Heb. x. 19. &c. fecms 
to be a pretty clear demouttration of it. 
| SecStackben/e*s Bt. of the Bible. 
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public worſbip; where alſo was repoſited Moſes f 
_ 7 table of the law, etc. but when they were 
ſettled in the land of Canaan, God made choice of 
Jeruſalem, for the place of their public worſhip. | 
Thus, as ſome great princes have their palaces with. 
in a city, ſo Jerzovan had his temple within Zeru/a- 
lem; as palaces are diſtinguiſhed with different 
courts, ſo was the temple; and as theſe are furniſh- 
ed with tables, ſo here had the Lord his altar, — | 
The temple was divided into three parts; one of 
which was called the Holy of holys, and the high 
prieſt, who was a type of. Chriſt, muſt needs ſancti W 
fy himſelf, before he could enter into it, which was 
but once a year: The holy place was another place 
of the temple, where the prieſts trimmed, and light- W 
ed the lamps, cleanſed the altar, prepared the table 
for the ſhew-bread, and offered incenſe. There 
ſtood alſo before the temple theſe remarkable pillars. 
Jacnin and Boaz, i. e. I Stability and ſtrength, 
which ſignifyed the indurance of that ſpiritual tem- 
ple the Cavzcn, againſt which the gates of hell can 
never prevail. The outer part of the temple was 
the court of the people, and that of the Gentiles, 
where the proſylites ſtood, when they were convic- 
ted ; and this was the fartheſt diſtance of the whole, 
from the Holy of holys: here the publican ſtood 
afar off Luke xviii. and from this place Chriſt drove 
out the buyers and ſellers v. This court of the 
Gentiles was to be left out and not meaſured, Rev. 
xi. Pointing, as it were, that this court could not 
contain the multitudes of them that were to be 
called. Again, there were two temples; the firſt 
580 | 0 was 


$ 4 Kings vii. 20. 2 Chron. iii. 17. | 
For a more minute deſeription and view of this temple, the 

reader, may conſult, (among athers) Lamy's apparatus Biolicas, tranſ- 
lated from the French by R. Bundy. 


upon the altar, 5, The ſpirit of prophecy. 
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was ruined at the Babyloni/h captivity, the ſet 


[deſtroyed by Titus, about forty years after our 


Lord's crucifixion, The glory of the firſt temple 
far exceeded that of the ſecond, for material beau- 
ty“; but, in reality, the glory of the ſecond, by 


much ſurpaſſed that of the firſt, Hag. ii. 9. In- 


ſtead of gold in the firſt, was Cu xis r, in whom are 
hid all the treaſures of divine wiſdom, in the ſe- 


W cond; inſtead of hewn and paliſhed ſtones in the 


firſt, was Jssus, a living ſtone, in the ſecond ; the 


* The glory of Solomon's temple was not in the temple. itſel6 


much leſs in the bigneſs of it The main grandeur and excellency | 
of it conſilted 1/7, In its ornaments, its workmanthip being every 
where execeding curious, and its overlayings vaſt and prodigious. For 
the overlayings of the Holy of holys only, which was a room of 


| thirty foot ſquare, and thirty foot high, amounted to fix hundred 


talents of gold, which comes to four millions three hundred and 
twenty thouſand pound of our ſterling money. zd, In its materials. 
For Solomon's temple was all built of new large fttones, hewn out in 
the moſt curious and artful manner, whereas the fecond temple was 
moſtly built of ſuch ſtancs only, as they dug up ont of the ruins. of 
the former, 3dly, In its out - buildings. For the court, in which the 
temple ſtood, and that without it called the court of the women, were 
built round with ſtately buildings, and cloyſters; and the gates entering 
thereunto were very beautiful and ſumptuous. And the outer court, 
which was a large ſquare encompaſſing all the re(t of 750 foot on e- 


| very ſide, was ſurrounded with a moſt ſtately and magnificent eloyſter. 


ſuſtained by three rows of pillars on three ſides of it, and by four on 
the fourth. And there could be no ſuch' ornaments or materials in 
the new temple, as there were in the former. In proceſs of time 
indeed all the out buildings were reſtored, and fach ornaments, and 
materials were added on Herod's repairing of it,that the ſecond temple 


W after that came little ſhort herein of the former. And there are ſome 
| who u ill ſay, that it exceeded it. 


But ſtill what was the main glory 
of the firſt temple, thoſe extraordinary marks of the divine favour 

vith which it was honoured, were wholly wanting in the . 
The Jews reckon them up in theſe five particulars, r. The ark of 
the covenant and the mercy ſeat, which was upon it; 2. The Sbecinab. 
or diviue preſence. 3. The Urim and Thummim, 4. The holy ro 
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48 Meditations and Reaſonings. = = 
glory of the firſt temple left it, but the ſecond the 
Lord hath promiſed to continue, till the end of time. 
In the firſt temple was holy oil, but in the ſecond 
Was Curtis r, whom the Lord anointed with the oil 
ofgladneſs above his fellows. , > 1 ts 
Having thus taken a ſhort ſurvey of the temple; 
next enquire, O my ſoul, what is ſignifyed by the vai 
rent The vail was a partition betwixt the holy of 
holys, and the holy place; the renting of which ful. 
filled Chriſt's dying words —/t is finiſhed. Then was 
an end put to all the ceremonies and ſacrifices under 
the law; and now under the new Teſtament, we have 


done only real and royal ſacrifice, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


to look unto. And indeed he was the bleſſed object, 
to which all the legal rites and ſacrifices pointed; ſo 
that now ceremonia mortua lex mortifera. The goſpel 
once lay hid, under the law; and the law is now com- 
pleated in the goſpel. Gal, iv. g. Now' you have 
known God, in the goſpel, how turn ye again to the 
weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye deſire a- 
gain to be in bondage———This vail rent at our Sa- 
viour's crucifixion, and thereby gave a witneſſing 
evidence, that all ritual obligations were cancelled. 
Col. ii. Chriſt b/otted out the hand writing of ordi- 
nances, that was againſt us, and nailed it to the 
croſs. All the typical and prefiguring ceremonies are 
aboliſhed; yet decency and order is to be ſtill con- 
tinued in the Chriſtian church. But, under the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, external inſtitutions, in divine ſer- 
vice, are few in number, and plain in ſignificati - 
on; far from oſtentation, and farther from ſuper- 
ſtition. Beit therefore thy care, my ſoul, to avoid 
theſe ſynagogues, where an intolerable burden of 
external rites exiles the ſimplicity of ſpiritual devo: | 
tion. No, the church muſt not flout as an harlot, 
but be gravely attired as becometh Chriſt's ſpoule. | 
The Holy of bolys ſigniſied the third heaven? 


| bete 


I Meditations and Reaforiingt. 49 
the where God manifeſtshimſelf in majeſty to his ſaints; 
me. Wl and, as the temple had three courts, ſo there isa three- 
ond fold heaven mentioned in ſctipture, viz. The ele- 
oil mentary, wherein are clouds, rain, wind, and dew; | 

chus, birds are called the birds of heaven. Next, 
ple; the ſtarry heaven; thus the ſun is faid to go from the 
vail ¶ end of heaven, and his circuit to the end thereof ®, 
y of Laſtly, the heaven of heavens, the habitation of 
ful. God himſelf, which was typifyed by the ſanctum 
was Wt ſandtorum : fo that the vail of the temple ſignifyed 
der ¶ the fleſh of Chriſt, and the renting of that vail, the 
nave Wl crucifixion of Chriſt ; by which, acceſs is made in- 
hriſt to the holy of holys. We have boldneſs to enter 
ject, ¶ into the holieſi by the blond of Jeſus, by a new and 
; lo Wl living way, which he hath conſecrated for us, thro' 
opel ¶ she wail, that is to fay, his fleſh. Heaven's gates 
om- vere ſhut by our fins, and there is no paſlage for 
"ave us to enter, but through the merits of our higheſt 
the ¶ and holieſt high-prieſt. Yes, O my foul, Jesvs hath 
e 4+ rent the vail, he gave his body to be torn, by death, 
Sa- chat he might make way for his people to enter into 
fling eternal life—— When this vail was rent, the holieſt 
lled. Wl place and the temple became, as it were all one; 
di- by which was repreſented the One New Teſtament- 


the Church, which was to be made up of both Jews 
3 are | . . 1 . 
con- . „ | ; 

goſ⸗ * If we ſhould take theſe expreſſions in a philoſophical, Arif, li- 
ſer⸗- teral ſenſe, and not as vulgar exprefſions, ac iſing from the appearance 


oaths of things; we ſhall find that ycry odd. and unreaſonable concluſions 
| may as well be collected from theſe ſcriptures, as the ſun's motion: as 
per- that the ſun hath animal life, motion, and deſire, being ſaid to act 
void theſe things itſelf, to riſe, to lit, yea to haſte to the place of his ring, 
n of oras the liebreu hath it, to pant after or eagerly to dejire it. So in Pa. 
eo xx. tlie elegant Plalmiſt gieing a poctical deſcription of this noble 
and admirable work of God, the ſun, faith, God bath, in the heavens, 
lot, ade a tabernacle for him ; as if the ſun had an houſe, a reſting-place 


wile. | 


— — 


„Lere 


provided for him; from which he comes daily forth with beauty and 
luſtre, as reſplendent as that of a bridegroom, and with the ſame at- 
deuey, joy and diligence ruus bis cout ie, as a ckumpion does his race. 
in | Verbam. 
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3 Meditations and Reaſonings. | 
and Gentiles, Eph. i. 14. He is our peace who Þ 
hath made both one,and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition betwixt us. So that now, theſe, 
whom the Fews eſteemed dogs, eat of the children's 
bread; nay, they are become true children; and 
Zaphet is perſuaded to dwell in the tents of Shen, 
Gen. ix. For in Chriſt Feſus neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but à new 
creature, Gal. vi. 15. The ſin of the goſpel is not 
confined, to enlighten Judea only; bur extends his 
radiant beams, over diſtant nations ; and (bleſſed be 
God) has, long ſince, reached the Britiſh iſles +. 
The ſons of Hagar are now adopted among the 
children of God, as well as the ſons of Sarah; and 
Jeruſalem is the mother of all them that believe 
Nor may it be extravagant to imagine, that, by the 
renting of this vail was both threatned and ſignified, 
the ſubverſion and overthrow of the whole temple, 
and the Jews themſelves alſo. If he ſpare not the 
holy of holys, how much leſs can the reſt think to 
eſcape? When the Lord Junovan commanded to 
ſlay all, both old and young, maids and children, 


he adds, Ezek. ix. And begin at my ſunctuary. If 


God's ſanctuary, when profaned and polluted, 
eſcape not ruin; how much Jeſs ſhall houſes, 


- courts, or palaces, that are built for riot, pride, and 


ambition ſtand ? Jer. xxv. For lo, I begin to goon 


10 Britain, praiſe thy mighty God, 
And make his honours known abroad ; 
He bid the ocean round thee flow: 
Not bars of braſs could guard thee: fo. 
hut be hath nobler works and ways 
To call the Britons to his praiſe, * 
To all the ifles his laws are ſhown ; 
His goſpel through the nation known ; 
He hath not thus reveal' J his word | 
To every land: Praiſe ye the Lord. 
Watts, 


1 4 
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evil on the city, that is called by name ; and ſhall ye 
idle WM go unpuniſhed, faith God to the heathen ? 1Pet. iv. 17. 
eſe, If judgment begin at the houſe of God, what ſhall be 


the end of them, that obey not the goſpel This 
temple was one of the great wonders of the world, 
em, as curious a piece of workmanſhip, as the labour of 
n many years could make it. Nothing of the moſt 
neu exquiſite human ſkill was a-wanting to ornament 
not it; yea, and the bleſſing of heaven was added unto 
s his it: yet, that ſplendid fabrick was brought to ruin, 
d be at laſt, by fin; yea its very ruins are periſhed—-— 
5 +. God puniſhed by degrees, firſt in renting the vail, 
the W and then in deſtroying the temple. As, by the 
and hand of David, he firſt rent Saul's garments, and 
ten rent from him the kingdom; ſo the Lord, or- 
the dinarily, firſt touches the temple of ſinners” bodies, 
fied, by want, ſickneſs, and the like; but, if theſe bring 
aple, WW them not to repentance, he rents aſunder, in his 
$ wrath, the ſoul and the body; and ſo deſtroys the 
whole man Thus the Jews uſed to rent their 
garments, when they heard of any abomination 
committed, or blaſphemy uttered againſt the great 


„if MW Godt; ſo (may I be allowed the expreſſion) the 
ated, Wl temple tore its garments, and rent aſunder its vail, 
uſes, W when ſuch execrable blaſphemies were uttered, and 
and ſuch a horrid murder committed upon the innocent, 
bring and ſpotleſs Lamb, ſtretched on the tre. 
evil The earth did quate another amazing diſplay of 


divine power! for earthquakes, Naturaliſis have 
E 2 aſſigned 


+ Thus Ezra chap. ix. 3. when he heard of the abominations of 
Ifra.l, rent bis garment, and his mantle ; not only, as a token of his own + 
grief; but alſo, as expreſſive of his ſenſe of the Lord's anger And 
as an higher evidence of his exceſſive ſorrow, he pluckt off the hair 7 
his bead and of yis beard —A cuſtom that ſcems alſo to have been in 
uſe, among Heathens, in their bitter lamentations ; thus when U es. 
and his companions bewalled the death of Elpenor. | 
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may be, this earthquake aroſe, not from a natural 
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82 Meditations and Reaſonings. 4 
aſſigned different cauſes; as, that of hot and dry ex 
halations, ſhut up in the bowels of the earth, and 
labouring for vent; when the reſiſtance, made by the 
ſolidity thereof, cauſeth the motion 5. - However that 


but 


S A few months ago, we have had the moſt awful accounts of the 
effects of earthquakes, eſpecially in Africa and Farope — The dire- 
ful devaſtation made in Lisbon the metropolis of Portugal, on the fir 
of November laſt, is ſuch, as cannot eaſily be coneeived of, much 
lefs, defcribed, with all the horror of that day. Different countiie 
have brought forth very awful and aſtoniching accounts of earthquake; 


in different places of the world. The records of antiquity infora 


us, That almoſt two thirds of Sidon was ſwallowed up by an carth 
quake, which alſo extended to ſome of the Cyclades iflands, and Euboca, W 
where the fountains of Aretbuſa and Chaleis, were ſtopped up by it, Wl 
and after many days brought forth again, at another ſource— —- 
Democles mentions huge carthquakes, of old, in Lydia and Jonta, by 
which many villages were ſwallowed up A writer who relates thoſ- 
earthquakes that happened in Greece, ſays, that when Scarphia wa 
demoliſhed from the very foundation, ſeventeen hundred perſons wert 
overwhelmed in its ruins—Pliny tells us of a molt terrible earthquake 
that happened in the reign of Tiberias Caeſar, wherein twelre city 
Aſia were proſtrated in one night — And if theſe accounts ar: 
genuine, which bear Augs/tiu's name, no leſs than an hundred cityi 
in Lxbiæ were demoliſſied by an earthquake The city of Antioch 
was almoſt ſwallowed. up, by an earthquake. in Trejau's time— And 
the ſame city was ag-in oyerwhelmed in Juſtinia 's time Anno D. 528 
and buried in its ruins vpwards of forty thouſand of the citizens ; anc 
61 years after the Jaft mentioned earthquake, it was again fbaken and 
loft ſixty thouſand of its inhabitants In the Emperor Adrian's time, 
many citys in Paleſtina were thrawn down; and many alſo wetc 
deſtroyed, Ante. 1182.——We have alſo ſuch awfyl accounts, of 
ezrthquakes, in latter times Anno 1629. There was a dreadivi 
earthquake in Appulig, by which feventeen thouſand inhabitants Wl 
periſhed In Culal ria, a moſt diſwal earthquake happered, Ana W 
-1638.——Of a ſtill later date, a famous city of Ragα⁰νjE was who!ly 
ſubverted by a terrible earthquake; and a muſt dreadiui carthquake 
happened, in the iſland of Jamaica; Anno 1692. the particulars 0 
"which ate moſt hoch ing and affecting And (ſays a learned Author) Wi 
that the cauſe of earthquakes is the ſame with that of thunder, | Wl 
doubt nat, and moſt learned men are agreed; that is, exhalations o 
ſteams ſet fire, the one in the clouds, and the : ther in the cavern Bl 
of the earth; which is ſufficiently proved from the great n 
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but 4 ſupernatural cauſe; at the very inſtant of the. 


Redeemer's death j.,—— Nor was this miracle withs 
out its proper uſe ; hereby the globe of this carth 
attempts, as it were, to convince its inhabitants; 
and ſtarts, in a fit of trembling, at ſuch a ſhock- 
ing, and unheard-of act; as, the crucifixion of 
the Son of God. The earth cannot ſtand as the 


| theatre, upon which the dreadful ſcene is acted, 


without diſcovering ſome pangs of horror 
Hereby, 44%, the glory of the New Teſtament is 


diſplayed, and vindicated, from itifetiority to the 
old. When the law was given to /Ho/es on mount 
| Sinai, Exod, xix. Thifhwhole mount quaked; and 


when Elijah ſtood upon mount Horeb, there 


L paſſed by a ſtrong wind, and after the wind, an 


earthguake, 1 Kings ix. So when the Lord of the 
goſpel expired, the earth did quae, that the mini- 
[tration of righteouſneſs, might be no leſs gloricus, 
than tbe mini/tration of death, 2 Cor. ili. 25 
| M3 The 


and ervptions of Veulcanss or burning mountains; they being always ei- 


ther preceded or attended by earthquakes — Bat now of what nature 


this ſteam is, that is thus inflamed, aud what cauſes the accenſion, 1 
muſt confeſs myſelf not to be fully ſatisfied. That it is at1 aft partly 
ſulphurous is certain, and well obſcrved by Dr. Lifter, from the ſub 
phurous {tink of waters ſmelt before, and of the very air itſelf after 
them: that it conceives fire of itſelf, and is not kindled after the man- 


2 
— 


ner of ff 1 by the touch of fire, is as dear, there being no firs 


preexiſting in the clouds; but how it ſhould kindle,nnlefs by a colluctat- 
on of parts after the manner of fermentations, I cannot conceive. And 


if ſo, then the Ream muſt be a diſſimular body compoſed of parts of 


different natures; elſe would thete be no colluctation, and conſequent- 


ly no accenſion, the parts friendly conſpiring and agreeing in the 


ſame motion. Ray. 


t 'Tis faid of Plonyſſut the Arcopagite, that when he was in Egypt 
| proſecuting his ſtadics, under Appolophanes, upon ſeeing the eclipte 
of the ſun, at our Saviour's crucifixion, contrary to the diſcoveries of 


nature; Te ery'd ovt, Aut Deus naturae patitur, aut mundi maching 
Gffolvitur,—— —— Either the God of nature ff ers, or ile frame of the 
worid ill Fe col ved. e 
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of God, to penetrate into, and break in pieces, as 


divine power To what hard ſubſtances, is the heart 


make them guſh out floods of evangelical tears: it is 


capable to diſſolve adamant ; fo the blood of Chriſt is 


for us! yes, my ſoul, he was bruiſed for our iniqui- 


Lamb ſlain, from the foundation of the world; by the ſhedding of 


FA 
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. The rocks rent——By this, no doubt, was ſigni- 
fyed, that remarkable power, and wonderful effi- 
cacy, with which the goſpel ſnould be accompanied. 
As at the death and paſſion of Chriſt, theſe ſolid 
ſubſtances clave aſunder: ſo, the publication of 
Chriſt's death, in the goſpel, is made by the power 


it were, the hard and rocky hearts of men. Hence 
the words of 7ohn the baptiſt, Matth. iii. Gcd is 
able, of theſe ſtones to raiſe up children to Abraham, 
The heart of Zaccheus, Mary Magdalene, Paul 
and others were as ſo many impregnable rocks; and 
yet, how ealily were they broke aſunder, by the 
preaching of the glorious goſpel, accompanied with 


of man compared? Tis hard, as the nether millſtone, 
and as the adamant itſelf; yet, this rod, like that 
of Moſes, is able to break the hardeſt of rocks, and 


Hke Jeremia bs hammer, powerful to bruiſe the moſt 
obdurate heart; as the blood of a goat is ſaid to be 


actually powerful enough io melt the rocky heart 
of a ſinner. Oh, thrice happy they, whoſe hearts 
are thus broken for him, whoſe heart was broken 


ties, and wounded for our ſins; and thou art infal- 
libly aſſured from his holy word, that a broken and 
a contrite -heart is a ſacrifice he will not deſpiſe | 
Pial. li. When the earth guaked, and the rocks 


rent, 


+ The Lord is pleaſed to accept the ſacrifice of a heart, broken 
and contrite for fin; and 'tis his own work to prepare and provide 
this ſacrifice : as the ſacrifices under the law were bound, and bled, and 
burnt; ſo he binds the contrite heart with conviction, makes it bleed, 
ip contrition, and it burns with a holy jndignation againſt ſin; but 
the Lord Jeſvs Chriſt is the one and only ſacrifice of atonement— ibe 


whole 


* 
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rent, at the cruel death of thy Saviour ; yet, my 
ſoul, how ſhocking to think, that, the awful ſight 
neither melted, nor moved the hearts of many of 
the miſerable actors and ſpectators! ah, the hardneſs 
and ſtupidity of a wicked heart! rocks are ſooner 
broken, than theſe are mollified. The moſt ſtub- 
born creature is flexible to ſome agent; flints to 
rain, iron to fire, and ſtones to the hammer. Ay, 


but nothing, without the power of irreſiſtable grace, 


can make the ſinner's heart to yield; neither the 
ſhowers of mercy, the laſhes of reproof, nor the 
fire of judgment; no, like the anvil, they turn 
frequently the harder, by long beating Thus, the 
plagues of Egypt could not ſoften the heart of Pha- 
rach: and, alas, were it not eaſier to move the 
walls of churches, than the hearts of many hearers ? 
Becauſe of the hardneſs of the Jews? hearts, their 
beautiful city, their glorious temple, was turned to 
a heap of rubbiſh. And, how many Chriſtian churches, 
once famous, both for the purity and plenty of goſpel 


| ordinances, has the Lord been provoked to puniſh, 


by a removal of his candleſtick, from among them! 
De graves were opened, and many bodies af the 
ſaints which ſlept, aroſe. They aroſe as ſo many 
witneſſes of their Saviour's reſurrection; and they 
even became ſharers of it alſo; but none of theſe 
dead bodies awoke, until Chriſt himſelffirſt roſe; for 
he was the fir(t fruits of them that ſlept. It is not thy 
preſent buſineſs, O my ſoul, to pry into the diffe- 
rent queſtions of curioſity that have been ſtarted, . 
from this miracle, ſuch as, who of the ſaints it was, 
that aroſe; whether the antient patriarchs and pro- 
phets, or theſe believers, who had but died lately 
| E 4 FW. 
whoſe precions blood, juſtice is ſatisfied, the law r.agnified and made 


honourable, and redemption from ſin and wrath is obtained to all 
them, who take ſhelter under the covert of this redeeming blood. 


which reſpect the continuance of theſe ſaints, upon 


dent, that their ſouls were, by a divine diſpenſation 


and, therefore, muſt neither be keenly dif] puted, 


our Lord's crucifixion ? How dangefous does it ap- 
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before their Saviour's crucifixion, ſuch as old 84 | 
meon + etc. Neither is it correſpondent with thy 
deſign, now, to examine all the particular niceties 


earth after this reſurrection. *Tis ſufficiently evi- 


thus early re-united to their bodies, to manifeſt the 
wer and Deity of .J=sus Cnxis r: and by the ſame 
likely-hood, they died no more, but waited upon 
earth, until Chriſt's aſcenſion, and then attended 
him to heaven—But beware, my ſoul, and venture 
not too forwardly to determine, in things not 
clearly revealed tis wiſdom not to pretend to be 
wiſe, above what is written or revealed. Many 
things are, by a God of infinite wiſdom, concealed ; 


nor curiouſly ſearched after. 
And, was the vail of the temple rent in en, at 


pear to be, from the example of * blinded Jews; 
to provoke a holy God, as they did; and for which, | 
both they, and their temple were e deſtroyed ? Oh, 
that ſinners would ſtop in their career; leſt the | 
Lord alſo deſtroy us, and our temple, by removing 
the candleſtic of his word, and ordinances from us; 
leſt 


I It ſeems pretty evident, from the apoſtle's words, 1 Cor. xv, 
20. and Col. i. 18. that altho” the graves were opened at our 8a - 
viour's death, yet none of the dead bodies aroſe until Chriſt's reſur- 
rection; and who of the ſaints then aroſe is not clearly determined 
by the inſpired writers. The apoſtles Peter and Paul ſeem to re- | 
fute the opinion of thoſe, who imagined that David and ſome of the 
ancient Patriarch had now ariſcn, Acts ii. 29, Heb. xi. 39; 4% 
Perhaps, ſome of Chriſt's diſciples, who had dyed lately before his 
crucifixion, were now raiſed up ; this appears the more probable, from 
the account we have of their going to the holy city, and there appearing - 
to many, to whom them they were YE well ag tial Kdey 1 Tir 
tum eft neſcire quod tegitar, | 
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leſt, he cauſe the land to ſpue us cut, for our iniqui-: 


ties, make us vagabonds through the earth; or 


ſend a famine upon us, as he threatned his ancient 
Iſrael, not of bread nor of water,but of the word of 


the Lord —Pauſe Here, a little, my foul, and fend 
| up thy fervent intreaties to a God of grace; that 


he would remove the vail of ignorance from our 
modern eus; and that he would convince them, 
that the Meſſias is already come, and that it is in 
vain to look for another r. EE 
How comfortable theſe evangelical tidings to be- 
lievers, that the vail is rent! for ſo an entrance is 
miniſtred unto them abundantly into the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 2 Pet. i. 12. But, 
unto unbelievers and hypocrites, to worldly wolves, 


and luxurious goats, the vail is ſtill up, and the 
gates of heaven ſtand ſhut. As Adam was kept out 


of paradiſe, by cherubims, with flaming ſwords ; 
ſo will the impenitent unbeliever find heaven guard- 
ed againſt him, by the awful ſwerd of divine juſ- 
Again, my ſoul, what free acceſs is now made, 
for prayers and ſupplications, offered up in faith, 
before the throne of God ! The vail of ſeparation, 

is rent aſunder by Chriſt; and a clear way is made 
for an approach to the holy of holys. Our ſlain 
Redeemer hath tore away the vail, and opened a 
patent way for our petitions to be preſented before 
the mercy ſeat of heaven. Having ſuch an prieſt 


over 


t 'Tis ſaid of the modern Jews, that when they pray, they turn 

cir faces towards eruſalem, to this day, and ſo remarkable is their 
deluſion, that many of them, upon ſeeing a houſe new-built, are ſaid 
to mark the white wall with a black (tick (nigrum ſuper album) ſianify- 
ing their ſorrow, becauſe Jeruſalem is not built, as that new wall; and 
under this they write, Lord, remember the deſolation'of Jernſaem, and 
have pity upon it, : Ih, 


0 


— 
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over the hcuſe of God, let us draw nigh with a true 
heart, in full aſſurance of faith. Heb. x. Ho far 
do the glorious privileges of believers, under the 
Neu, tranſcend thoſe of the Jews, under the old Teſ- 
tament diſpenſation ! they were as ſervants under a 
burden of legal ceremonies, which neither they nor 
their fathers were able to bear; we are freed from that 
ceremonial yoke, and, as children, may cry, Anza 
father f. They had their prieſts, after the order of 
Aaron, continuing but for a time; we have Jeſus 
Chriſt, to continue our great high prieſt, for ever, 
| 4 FF 
} The word Father is uſed bomonvmous, and may be taken in various 
acceptations, as, (.) For a natural parent, of whom we have our 
being, (2.) For a civil parent, as kings, maziſtrates and all in Jaw- 
ful authority over us are. (3.) For excleſiaſlical fathers, ſuch as the 
miniſters of the goſpel, by whom, as the inſtruments of God's work, 
the life of godlineſs is begotten in our fouls, 1 Cor. iv. xv. For 
though ye bude ten thouſand inſiructors in Chriſt, yet have ye not many 
fathers ; for, in Chriſt Jefits, 1 have begetten you thra!gh the goipel. 
And, in this triple ſenſe, God may be ſaid to be our father —natural, 
by creation civil, by providential ſuſtentatioa——— Spir. tual or 
eccleſtaflical, by adoption. | | 
Since the beginning, God hath been giving clearer and clearer evi- 
dences to his people, of the paternal regard and affeclion hie bare to- 


wards them; and the nearer to the fulneſs of time, the brighter marks 
of his fatherly love have been manifcſted—— He was pointed out the 


father of the firſt Adam; of Abraham, and Moſes, under names, 


that were expreſlive of much love and aſſection. But when the fulneſs 


of time was come, God ſcnt his own Son, made of a woman made 


under the law; to him he is made known by the name of a father; 


and in him he is become ours; he is bis by nature, and ours by adop- 
tion; John1. 12. But as mary as receiv'd bim, to them gave be power, 


fo become the fons of God— To them he gave the right or privilege 
eco: ds afcy avrov, touts avroo g TExVR Qtou ,, Tos 
_ AicTivily tie 70 ov A auT6v, ; 


Ibis affectionatc tile may influence the children of God, with 


great comfort and encourage ment, in prayer. It is not a ſirange or 
ſevete judge, but a loving and compaſſionate father, before whom 
they approach. And what will the yeerning bowels of a tender-hearted 
parent, reſuſe a ſupplicoting child ? Nothing that's for its real good and 


advanta.e, Let ns tere, Lys an apolile, come Golly to the throne 


of Grace, 
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| heaven. e | 
And have the Jews loſt their favourite temple 2? 
what a convincing evidence mayeſt thou thence fetch 
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after the order of Melchizedec. And, if it is a 
ſingular privilege for rebels to have admittance 
with their petitions, to an earthly king; how much 
more glorious the believer's privilege, whoſe very 
defires are heard, before the throne of heaven; and 
who have a powerful advocate, at the king's right 
hand, perpetually pleading their cauſe? Yet, re- 


member O my ſoul— remember that awful ſaying; 


If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me +! No, if the prieſts and ſervants of Baal 
cry ever ſo loudly, all will be to no purpoſe; even 
ſo, the ſtanding vail, like a thick cloud, reverberates 
and beats back the prayers of the wicked. A clear 
conſcience hath a clear voice, in God's ears; and 
true faith makes a fair paſlage, within the gates of 


F 


in, O my ſoul, that a continpance in ſin, will not 
fail to deprive a people of their greateſt privileges? 
The temple was the Jews' great glory; and, frequent- 


ly 


} Palm Ixvi. 18. = F = 1 

The Jewiſh writers, ſome of them that have the leaven of the 
Phariſees which is hypocriſy, put a very corrupt gloſs upon theſe words; 
If I regard iniquity in my heart, that is, ſay they, If I allow myſelf 
only in heart fins, and iniquity doth not break out in my words 
and actions, God will not hear me, i. e. he will not be offended with 
me, he will take no notice of it, ſo as to hy it to my charge, as if 
heart ſins were no fins in God's account; the falſhood of this our Sa- 
vionr has ſhown in bis ſpiritual expoſition of the laws. Matth. v. 
But the ſenſe of this place is plain; I I regard iniquity in my beart, 
i. e. If have favourable thoughts of it, if 1 love it, indulge it, and 
allow myſelf in it; IF I treat it as a friend, and bid it welcome, make 
proviſion for it, and am loath to part with it, if l roll it under my 
tongue as a ſweet morſel, tho? it be but a heart ſin that is thus coun- 
tenanced and made much of, if I delight in it after the inward man, 
God will not bear my prayer, will not accept it, or be pleas'd with 
it, nor can I expect an ani wer of peace to it. * 
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ly, they were wont to cry out, with a tranſporting | 
kind of joy, The temple of the Lord ; the temple of | 
the Lord. Yet, even this favourite temple of theirs, 
ſcreens them not from vengeance; for God's.own | 
hand rent the vail afunder, and afterwards gave the 
whole fabrick as a ſpoil to the Gentiles; by which 


was fulfilled the direful threatning, Mal. ii. 9. 
ye vill not hear, if ye will not lay it to heart, 10 
give glory to my name, ſaith the Lord of hofts; I will 
even ſend a curſe upon you, and I will curſe your blef 


Sings, becauſe ye do not lay it to heart. Ob, that this 


example of the Jews were a warning to the Chriſtian 
world, and might ſtir us up to duty; leſt, in the 
divine diſpleaſure, we loſe our temple, our peace, 


and our other precious privileges by our ſins ! What 
rich bleſſings has heaven beſtowed on the Britiſh iſie; 


and what judgments have not alſo been inflicted ; 
and more threatned, if we repent not! years of pale 


famine and bloody war, have been in our land; even 


rebellion 11 ʃ/, in all its terrible aſpects, has of late 


years, awoke in our iſle ; and altho' the kind pro- 


vidence of heaven hath, once and again, baffled the 
attempts of antichriſtian emiſſaries, and fruſtrated 


the deſign of a popiſh pretender; yet alas, how have 


the ſurviving age ſtill continued to wax wanton ; 


and, by prodigality, debauchery, and immoralitys of 


every kind, have highly provoked the God of our 
mercies “! ah! how has the cry of Atheiſm, impie- 
ty, prophanity, ſacrilege, murder, W 

5 | | Wear- 


* O Bx1TArN! often reſen'd, often crown'd, 

Beyond thy merit, or moſt ſanguine hopes, 
With all that's great in war, or ſweet in peace / 
Know from what ſource thy ſignal bleſſings flow. 
T hoꝰ bleſt with ſpirits ardent in the field, 
The? cover'd various aceuns with thy ficets, 
I ho fenc'd with rocks, and moated by the main, 
Thy trutt repoſe in a far ſtronger guard; 
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ſwearing, ſabbath-breaking, uncleanneſs, ' diviſions, 
and the want of brotherly love and charity, gone up 
to heaven, with a cry againſt us ! Oh, that this incon- 
ſiderate generation would take warning, and beware 
of linning away our ſpiritual, as the Jews did their 
carnal temple! That peace may be within Z7on's 
walls, and proſperity within her palaces; Let us a- 
way with ſpirits of ftrife, leſt wg rent the body of 
Chriſt Let us love our glorious head, and for 
his fake, let us love our brethren in the Lanka 
Let no vails, or partitions of envy, be ſet up, leſt iÞ 

thereby we procure ro ourſelves a curſe t, like thoſe 
that rebuilded Jericho. Since Chriſt has rent the A 
firſt vail, let none of his difeiples ſet up new vails of 
ſuperſtition, darkneſs, and diſtraction, leſt the Lord 
be provoked to break both them, and it in to pieces. 


In Hr, who thee, tho? nated, could defend; 
Tho? weak, could frengthen; ruia'd, could reſtore, | 
. Well may we tremble new! what manners reign 2 | 
But wherefore aſk we? when a true reply | 
Would ſhock too much! kind Heaven avert events, 
Whoſe fatal nature might reply tas plain! 


> Bm Heay'n's half bar'd arm ot vengeance bas been way'd 

2 In northern ſkys; and pointed to the ſouth. 

, Vengeance, delayed, but gathers, and ferments ; 
= More formidably blackens in the wind, 

, 


Brews deeper draughts of unrelenting wrath, 

a And higher charges the ſuſpended ſlorm. 

= ik, Henle 

SS Maimorides eſũ ans for the reaſon of this anathema, 10 the naractt 
of the ſubverſion of Jericho. might be dept is perpetual memory. Vet 
fericka was afterwards rebui by Hiel the Butbelite, who laid the 
foundation thercof in Abiram his fix born, and {ct up the gates 
thereof in his youngelt ſon Segub, according to the word of the Lord, 
which he ſpake by Joſuab, the fon of Nov, 1 Kings xvi. 34. And in- 

deed, tis certain that this curſe, only extended to the builder of jJo- 
richo and his family, but not to thoſe who thoyld dwell in it, after it 
was rebui't ; for afterwards, wany of the Lord's prophets were i- 
tabitunts of it: and from this curted city, the Lord Jeſos Chriſt ca- 
kd a rich man, and a publican, to be converted. Lake xix. 1. x0. 
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Did the earth quake, at the Saviour's crucifixion? W 
| ——ſee then, O my ſoul, how dreadful and terrible 

are the ſeverities of God's wrath, againſt ſin! By 


ſhaking the globe of this earth, Jenovan threatened 
the utter ſubverſion of theſe bloody murderers, who 


had crucified the King of glory. If Korah, and his 


accomplices were ſwallowed up of the earth, for 
their rebelling againſt Mo/es, the ſervant of God: of 
how much ſorer puniſhment are thoſe worthy, who 


ſaid of God's own Son, This is the heir, come let 
as kill him? Oh, that they, who deny Chriſt, in 


his truths, for the tranſitory things of time, would 
conſider this; and remember, that, as the earth 
once quaked, at his crucifixion, ſo, it will again 
tremble, at his ſecond coming; when the wicked 
will find no ſhelter, either in caves, or mountains, 
or buildings, to fly into. 5 


Tes, that very God, who makes the earth to quake, 
is able enough to puniſh the workers of iniquity: 


He diſcovered, even to the wicked, by this miracle, 
what he can do; and as it is of his infinite mercy, 


\_that he forbears: fo, if his patience lead not men to 

. Fepentance, patience itſelf will become the forerunner 
of unutterable vengeance--By ſhaking the earth, God 
threatned the Jews; but when their obſtinance ſtill * 


continued, he made the promiſed land to ſpue them out, 
as it had done to the nations before them, according 
to that threatening denounced Lev. xviii. 28. If the 
power of Jehovah made the whole world to tremble, 


how will his enemies withſtand him, when he comes 
full of anger, and wrath, to take vengeance on every 
impenitent wretch. Is ſin, ſuch a heavy load, that MW 
the earth quaked, when Chriſt was making ſatisfa&ti- | 


wow 1 ee .,,M9 M42 = =. -” 


J TT. ⅛ 6g . .,], ],, 


on, for the ſins of his people; how dreadful, then, | 


mult that load of wrath be, which will fink the im- 
placable ſinner, into the bottomleſs pit of eternal de- 


{iruction! Doſt thou aſk, O my ſoul, why the earth 


totters | 


f 


| totters not now, on its baſis; ſeeing the wicked, 
le ¶ even at this day, are crucifying Chriſt afreſh, by hor- 
nd oaths, and blaſphemies, by contemning his ſab- 
d baths, reviling his members, mocking his word, de- 
0 Wl fpiling his ordinances, abuſing his creatures, and, by 
is a thouſand ſuch impieties, as might make the very 
r earth to ſhrink, and to tremble ? Know, then, that, 
f Wl altho? the Lord now holds his hand from miracles, 
o be will not always keep it back from executing 
*t Wl plagues and judgments; he may forbear a little, but 
n vill not forget the affronts, that are done him, by 
d WW his enemies; altho' he delay the execution of ven- 
h geance for a while, yet, Our God ſhall come, and ſhall 
n Wh not keep ſilence, fire ſhall devour before him, and it 
dall be very tempeſtuous round about him, Pſal. I. 3. 
, The rocks rent——Rocks of ſtone are fooner rent, 
than the heart of man can be touched, or broken. 
„ Oh hypocritical profeſſors, ye have not got a real and 
: Wl thorow diſcovery of ſin, or elſe it would have put 


» WH a ſtop to your prophane mirth, and laſcivious wan- 


tonneſs; and made you, with Ezra, Jeremiah, etc. 
to rent your hearts before the Lord, and to weep _ 


Methinks, the carnal man is, now, whiſpering in an 


0 
. night and day, for the abominations-in our Ifrael— 
objection, in mine ear, Why then, it ſeems, the 


« real Chriſtian cannot enjoy the chearful temper of 


minds, which 1 poſſeſs; but muſt till be like oue 
: of a broken, and dejected ſpirit; ſullen, melan- 


* choly, and moroſe, in his very countenance.” — 
the beſt and moſt ſolid ground, to be of a chearful 


joy is founded upon another, and an infinitely pre- 
| ferable baſis, to that of the hypocrite, or prophane: 
The Jaſt will rejoice, at the conqueſt of a little 


heaven, 
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No, far from it, the believer has, of all men living, 


countenance, and of a joyful diſpoſition : bur, his 


| ſhing riches; the nut, at gaining the kingdom of 


” 
2 
1 


1 
© ny 


6 ' Meditations and Reaſonings 3 


Did the earth quake, at the Saviour's crucifixion? 
——ſee then, O my ſoul, how dreadful and terrible 


are the ſeverities of God's wrath, againſt ſin! By 


ſhaking the globe of this earth, Jenovan threatened | 


the utter ſubverſion of theſe bloody murderers, who 


had crucified the King of glory. If Korah, and his 


accomplices were ſwallowed up of the earth, for 
their rebelling againſt Mo/es, the ſervant of God: of 
how much ſorer puniſhment are thoſe worthy, who 
ſaid of God's own Son, This is the heir, come let 
u, hall bim? Oh, that they, who deny Chriſt, in 
his truths, for the tranſitory things of time, would 
conſider this; and remember, that, as the earth 
once quaked, at his crucifixion, ſo,” it will again 


tremble, at his ſecond coming; when the wicked 


will find no ſhelter, either in caves, or mountains, 
or buildings, to fly into. 


Ves, that very God, who makes the earth to quake, 


is able enough to puniſh the workers of iniquity: 
He diſcovered, even to the wicked, by this miracle, 


What he can do; and as it is of his infinite mercy, 


that he forbears: ſo, if his patience lead not men to 


repentance, patience itſelf will become the forerunner 


of unutterable vengeance - By ſhaking the earth, God 


threatned the Jews; but when their obſtinance ſtill 


continued, he made the promiſed land to ſpue them out, 
as it had done to the nations before them, according 
to that threatening denounced Lev. xviii. 28. If the 


power of Jehovah made the whole world to tremble, | 
how will his enemies withſtand him, when he comes 
full of anger, and wrath, to take vengeance on every | 
impenitent wretch. Is ſin, ſuch a heavy load, that i 
the earth quaked, when Chriſt was making ſatisfacti- 
on, for the fins of his people; how dreadful, then, 
mult that load of wrath be, which will ſink the im- | 
placable ſinner, into the bottomleſs pit of eternal de- 
{iruction ! Doſt thou aſk, O my foul, why the eartb | 

| otters } 
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rid oaths, and blaſphemies, by contemning his ſab- 
2 thouſand ſuch impieties, as might make the very 
earth to ſhrink, and to tremble ? Know, then, that, 
he will not always keep it back from executing 


will not forget the affronts, that are done him, by 
his enemies; altho' he delay the execution of ven- 


FP 


The rocks ren. Rocks of ſtone are fooner rent, 


than the heart of man can be touched, or broken. 
„Oh hypocritical profeſſors, ye have not got a real and 
: Wl thorow diſcovery of ſin, or elſe it would have put 


„a ſtop to your prophane mirth, and laſcivious wan- 


| night and day, for the abominations-in our Iſrael 
objection, in mine ear, Why then, it ſeems, the 
“mind, which I poſſeſs ; but muſt till be like one 
* choly, and moroſe, in his very countenance.” — 
the beſt and moſt ſolid ground, to be of a chearful 
joy is founded upon another, and an infinitely pre- 


ferable baſis, to that of the hypocrite, or prophane: 
The /a/# will rejoice, at the conqueſt of a little 


5 Meditations and Reaſoningy. „ 63 
totters not now, on its baſis; ſeeing the wicked, 
even at this day, are crucifying Chriſt afreſh, by hor- 


baths, reviling his members, mocking his word, de- 
ſpiſing his ordinances, abuſing his creatures, and, by 
altho* the Lord now holds his hand from miracles, 
plagues and judgments; he may forbear a little, but 
geance for a while, yet, Our God ſhall come, and ſhall. 


not keep ſilence, fire ſhall devour before him, and it 
ſhall be very tempeſtuous round about him, Pſal. I. 3. 
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tonneſs; and made you, with Ezra, Jeremiah, etc. - 
to rent your hearts before the Lord, and to weep . 


Methinks, the carnal man is, now, whiſpering in an 
real Chriſtian cannot enjoy the chearful temper of 
© of a broken, and dejected ſpirit; ſullen, melan- 
No, far from it, the believer has, of all men living, - 


countenance, and of a joyful diſpoſition : bur, his 


riming riches; the ft, at gaining the kingdom of 
T7 EL heaven, 
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heaven, for his inheritance“. The one, at the vie 
tory obtained over his neighbour; the other, ata 
more trivmphant victory, over the devil, the world, 
and the ficih; the oe, at gaining a nood charactet 
among men; the other, in having his peace made 
with God, through the blood of a ſlain Redeemer, 
Should the rocky heart now ſtand it out, yet trem- 
ble it mutt, at hearing the univerſal crack of nature, 
Oh, inner, compare that day with this day; and 
think, how unable thou wilt be, to endure the fight; 
when, with thine own eyes, thou ſhalt beheld the 
earth burning, the fea roaring, every rock difſolving, 
devils raving, ſinners trembling, and J=svs coming 
in the clouds of heaven, with the glorious company 
of angels and faints, to judge the world. 

The graves were opened, and the bodies of many 
ſaints, which /lept, araſe.— Chriſt, by his death, hath 
vanquithed death, .even within the grave, its own 
chamber and fort: this Goliah, this monſtrous giant 


is ſubdued; the priſon of the grave flies open, and 


the dead go out, which beareth witneſs to the words 
of infallible veracity, John xi. I am the reſurrect 


en and the life +, he that believeth in me, though ho 


Was 


There's nothing earthly can allure his mind 
Who keeps a Heav'n in view; 
Vho ai ambition unconßin'd, 
A biifs unbounded does purſue. 
Lay cron ns and ſcepters, at his feet, 
Let riches, pleaferes, honours wait, 
And fondly court his ſmile, b 
{© feorr the charms f thivgs ſo vain, 
Spuru them away with jait 4114 ain, 
Nor count tem worth his atk. 
Conten'pt of the Torld, 
+ That ie, Jam the author and principal «flicient cauſe of the 
refurrcetion ; 31 this with rotpct to both natures: (1.) His Livine 
nature 5 8 (vie nt cuz 1 the reſlutrection; he ſhall raiſe our bodies 
ot He Quit, by the roger of Lis Godhead. (2) His human ns- 
Luſt 
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was dead, yet ſhall he live. Whatever part of ſea 
or land may contain the duſt of the ſaints, it will be 
but for a little that their bodies will be detained in 
priſon ; they muſt be ſurrendered up, at whatever 


mult needs follow, when the head draws them. 
There was not now an univerſal reſurrection of 
the dead; it was not all, but many of the ſaints that 
aroſe; by which is intimated, that the general reſur- 
rection is reſerved until the laſt day, of which this 

was a pledge or earneſt. „5 
And now, my ſoul, ſay not, that theſe amazing 
diſplays of divine power were laviſh, or unneceſſary, 
at thy Saviour's crucifixion: no, they were neceſſa- 
ry, in reſpect of Chriſt himſelf, to teſtify not only 
his innocency, but his majeſty alſo; his innocence, 
that he was, as Pz/ate's wife ſaid of him, * a juſt man; 
and his maje/ty, as the centurion cried and _ 
ed, 


ture is the exemplary cauſe or pattern of the reſurrection; for which 
reaſon Chriſt is called the fir/?-boru from the dead. Chriſt and believ- 
ers are one myſtical body, therefore is not Chriſt perfectly riſen, till 
0 all his members are- riſen with him. Indeed Chrilt's perſonal reſur- 
1 reftion was perfect u hen he aroſe, and all believers aroſe repreſen- 
tatively in him; yet, till all believers arif* perſonally, the reſurrection 

of Chriſt has not received its utmoſt perfection. | 
Burkitt. 

* With reſpect to the dream which Pilate's wife had, the night be- 
fore ſhe gave this teſlimony to Chriſt's innocency; ſome think that 
her dream was diadbolicaꝭ and that Satan hoped thereby to prevent the 
work of man's redemption by the death of Chriſt. But if ſo, why 
had not Pilate the dream, rather than his wife? — Others are of 
Opinion, that, as he had intelligence of our Lord's apprehenſion, and 
knew, by his character, that he was à rizhteous perſon, her imagi- 
| nation being ſtruck with theſe ideas, did naturally produce the dream 
1 we read of. Put, as our Saviour was appreiended about midnight, out 


: DO 
of the city, and without Phi'ip's privity, and detain'd in the houſe of 


je » * £ — * * . 
© Annas, until it was day, there was no pcſtivility for her having any 
H notice of it, before ſhe went to f]-ep, and theretore we have the juſ- 
* L . 9 e _ * 0 

ter reaſon to belicve, that this dicam was nt prievidentially upon 


ne 


inſtant Chriſt calls for them, even as the members 
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ſed,+ That truly this man was the San of Gallon | 


While he ſojourned in the coaſts of mortality, Chriſt 


ſeemed as a worm, and no man, Pfal. xxii. the con- 
tempt and deriſion of the people; yet, even at his 


death, he is not left without a witneſs, for the very 


inanimate creation proclaim his Godhead——Thefe 
miracles brought in a diſcovery of the Mediator! 


power, and extenſive authority; and the very life. 
leſs creation expreſs their obedience, and demon- 
ſtrate, that this was their Lord, who now ſuffered; 
and that they were all ready to execute vengeance 
upon his murderers——The ſun in the firmament put 
on mourning, and for three hours (from twelve to 
three) refuſed to emit his rays when -our Lord was 


ſuffering; and the whole frame of nature appeared 


in a funeral habit 9 -And indeed, the dark- 
ned heavens would have rained fire upon theſe fa 
. | | * vage 


her, for the clearer manifeſtation of our Lord's innocence—-when 
all his diſciples were fled from him, when none of his friends durſt 
| ſpeak a word for him, God raiſes up a woman, a ſtranger, a Pagan, 
to give evidence of his innocency, Calmet and Burkit, 
+ There is a tradition concerning this Centzrion; that his name 
was Longinus, and that after his converſion to Chriſtianity, being 
expelled the Roman army in which he ſerved, he preached Jeſus Chriſt 
at Cappadocia, where he was beheaded, and his head carried to Pilat: 
hat this is, indeed, only a tradition, and may be the rather 
ſuſpected as fabulous, as the genuine hiſtories of theſe times take no 
particular notice thereof. 
5 The ſun beheld it No, the ſhocking ſcene 
Drove back his chariot ; midnight vail'd his face; 
Not ſuch as this not ſuch as nature makes; 
A midnight nature ſnudder'd to behold ; 
A midnight new] a dread eclipſe (without 
Oppoling ſpheres) from her Creator's frown ! 
Sun! didit thou fly thy Maker's pain! Or ſtart 
Ar that enormous load of human guilt, 
Which bow*l his bleſſed head; o!erwhelm?d his croſs; 
Made groan the centre ! burſt earth's marble womb, 
With pangs, ſtrange pangs ! deliver'd of her dead; 
Hell howl'd ; and beav'n that hoe let fall a tear; 


Inn, py men gee * yY © oa, ©: 


=—w  -| 


up quick, had the Lord iſſued forth ſuch orders: 
theſe waited his command, for diſplaying the divine 
anger. O infatuate people, that ſaw the very earth, 


and rocks, riſing to ſpeak out againſt their unparal- 
lelled barbarity to the Mefiah; and yet were not a- 


ſhamed ! But ex ſtill more infatuate the wretch, 
who, under the fun ſhine of the goſpel, crucifies a- 
freſh the Son of God. 


In fine, theſe miracles were neceſſary, 1 in reſpect | 
of the diſoonſolate women that ſtood by, when 


Chriſt was expiring on the croſs; and tended not 
a little to confirm their faith. Theſe languiſhing fe- 


tree, whom they took to be the Saviour of Lirael z 
viewing him now expoſed to all the tyranny of the 


Jews, while the bloody hands of his cruel enemies, 


ſpare not, ſeverely to probe and ſearch into all the 
parts of his bleſſed body, head and hands, feet and 
lides ; his body racked with torment, his ſoul filled 
with unutterable and inconceivable agony, and him- 
ſelf crying out, like a man ſorrowful and forlorn. 
All this might have perhaps bred a ſuſpicion in their 
hearts that he was (as the Jews called him) a deceiver, 
and now utterly caſt off: well, to check this doubt, 
in the very birth, he ſhakes the earth; rends the 


rocks, and raifes the dead ; that as they ſaw him dy- 


ing, and ſo muſt aceount him truely man; ſo they 


| wight perceive him doing theſe miracles, which no 
1 mere man, dut the everliving God could have done. 


1 TY Theſe 


y'n 


| Heay? n wept, that men might fmile! heaven bled that man 
Might never die 
N oY Tess be 1 
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wage men, who were embruing their hands in the 
Redeemer's blood; the trembling earth would have 
ſhaken them to pieces; the renting rocks would haye 
tumbled upon them; the opening graves, having 
let forth their priſoners, would have ſwallowed them 
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male diſciples, ſeeing him hanging on the accurſed 
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Theſe amazing wonders blow the ſpark of their faith, | 
that was almoſt dying and expiring, with their Savi- 
our; and root in their hearts a deep and laſti 
perſuaſion, that he was the promiſed Meſſiah, the 
Exaraxucl, God-with- us What a check did theſe 
filent preachers give to thoſe diſciples, who foully 
deſerted and fi-rlook their Lord! Chriſt had former- f 
ly Sid, Luke xix. {f they ſhould hold their peace, the f 
very ſbones would cry out. So here it came to paſs; f. 
the diſcipies are ſilent and the ſtones ſpeak ; they 
forſake Chriſt, and the rocks proclaim him ; the li. 
ving deſpiſe him, and the dead ariſe to attend him; 
the inhabitants of the earth blaſpheme him, and the F 
earth itſelf trembles before him; thefe that worſhi 
in the temple crucify him, and bebold, the vail of 
the temple was rent in twain, from the top to the 
bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent, 
and the graves were opened, and many bodies of ſaints 
which ſlept aroſe. BY 


MEDITATION VI. 
On the N. arks and Privi leges of Believers. } 


Hs W 8 art thou intereſted in this ſub- Ml 
jet, O my "foul. Thy ſtate, thro' the ever- ſl ( 
laſting ages of eternity, depends upon the claim 
thou canſt now make to the diſtinguiſhing marks, W « 
and precious privileges of the ſaints. In the crea- WW = 
tion of man, he was formed a glorious creature, MW © 
ſuperior to the reſt of this lower creation *. he 

was | 


* Twoof far nobler ſhape, erc and tall, 
Geod-itke eicet! with native honour clad 


f 4 Meditations ad Reaſonings. 69” 
a8 compoſed of ſoul and body, and in them there 


| was A right order and ſubordination, ſuitable to the 


nature of each. But alas, ſin entering into the 
world, hath defaced, and marred the beauty of this 
epitome of the creation ; and hath driven man, from 
the due line of ſubordination to his Maker. By fin, 
he proudly attempted to exalt himſelf. above God; 
and lamentably ſubjected himſelf below his ſenſes; 
ſo that he, who was made a free prince, under the 
ſole command of his Creator, became a bond flave 
to the luſts of his own fleſh; the fleſh +, having once 
aſcended the throne, continves to keep it, and lords 
it over the whole man——Yet, however defaced and 
diſordered the firſt creation is, by fin, become 
when the ſecond creation commences in the fon], 
the creature is made new in Chriſt, and is formed 
again by his powerful ſpirit. O bleſſed change! the 
ſentence of condemnation and death is turned into 
joyful tydings of acquittance and life, the fleſh is 
caſt down, and exiled, as an uſurping tyrant, from 
the e! in the heart; and Chriſt, as a glorious 
” ban 


Tn naked majeſty, ſcem'd Link of all: 
And worthy ſeem'd: for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker ſhone, 
Truth, wiſdom, ſanctitude, ſevere and pure; 
—— ADAM the goodlieſt man of men ſince born | 
His ſons; the faireſt of her daughters Ev E. Milton. 
© FHE word FLESH is homonimous, and taken ſeveral ways, as 
(1.) By a Hebrew phr-ſe, for the whole man. Gen. vi 3. (2.) For 
the human nature of Chriſt. John i. 14. (3) For the things belong- 
ing to this life. 1 Cor. vii. 8. (4) For the external aſpect and appcar- 
ance of things. Jon viii. 15. (5.) For natural relation. 2 Sam. xix. 


| 12. (6.) For the impoterce and weakneſs of men, Jer. xvii. 8. 


hy fleſh is here underſtood, (and thus 'tis moſt frequently ap- 
plicd in ſacred writ to ſignify) the corrupt and depraved nature or 
man, in his fallen ſtate; not this carneous mais and lump cf refined 
and rell. proportion -d clay, which the vigorous ſoul aQt:ates, ammstes, 
and ſteers about, as tlie inftrumert of n its „cs and Ne 
by, and which, after its ſeparation ſrom the ſoul, falls again inte dult; 
but 


* 


conqueror, repairs the old breach, removes the wid. 
ſentence, and eſtabliſnes new principles in the ful. 
Be it thy buſineſs, this evening, my ſoul, to en» 


quire into ſome of theſe diſtinguiſhing marks, by 
which ſuch a change may be diſcovered ; and, ho 
knows, what a happy iſſue to thy peace and reſt, 
may be the reſult of the enquiry. What a ſtrange 
and wonderful change is wrought on the believer's 
heart! he becomes a new creature; and one of theſe 
things which diſcriminates the rational and immor-. 
tal ſoul of man, from the ſpirits of beafts that pe- 
riſh, is, that the human ſoul is capable of reflex 
acts; and with a reflecting eye, can look back up- 
on itſelf, and conſider what is done with it, or what 
itſelf has been a-doing. How, then, will the affec- 


tions and inclinations of a believer run in a new chan- / 


nel! theſe vicious practices, he formerly delighted in, 
and was ſtrongly attached unto——thele that were 
once his Delilabs, his right-hand and right- eye ſing, 
which he dearly loved and was pleaſed with,are now 
in ſome meaſure, cut off and pluck out; at leaſt there 
is a blow given to the root; and he is ready to ex- 


preſs his honeſt ſentiments, in ſuch language as this; 


Hitherto my heart—-——my deceitful heart has been 
roving after many Lerds, and many levers ; hither- 


to my purſuit has been after thoſe things which [| 


now deſire to deteſt, to loath, and abhor.——Prayer, 
faſting, ſelf-examination, and the publick ordinances 
&c. how tedious how zrkſom were they once 10 
my foul ; but now I deſire to take pleaſure and delight 
in them: one day, inthe Lord's courts, is now pre- 
ferable to a thouſand elſewhere ; I eſteem the words 
of his mouth, more than my neceſſary food; and tis 


alas 


but the fleſh ſignifys the vicious and untegenerate nature of the whole | 
unconverted man, whoſe mind is enmity againſt God,; and alſo the 
remainders of natural corruption; which even is too often to be 
found among the converted themſelves. 


—_—— 
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fervently and affectionately love him. 


True, the change wrought on the believer does 
not imply an alteration in the eſſence ar fubſtance 
of the foul and body. no, the ſame body, and the 
fame ſoul, with all the 1 of the one, and 
all the faculties of the other, do ſtill continue: but 
there is a new and comely order wrought in the 
whole. The bodily members that formerly were 
in ſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto fin, are changed 
into inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God. The 
powers of the ſoul, that were formerly diſordered 
and as irregular in their ſeveral operations, as the 
diſcording and jarring ſtrings of a muſical inſtrument, 
are now ſet right, and harmonize with the will 
of the ſupreme Excellence, of the great Creator of 
all. But ſuch a perfect change is not to be expected 
to ſubſiſt in the regenerate, in this life, as that their 
minds ſhould never diſſent from the perfect harmony 
of good affections, or that univerſal holineſs in heart 
and life ſhould dwell in them, without any remain- 
ders of ſin and corruption. No, the inſpired penmen 
of ſacred writ had experience of the contrary. @ 

The royal Pſalmiſt of Ifrael complained, Pſalm 
Ixv. 3. Jniquaties prevail againſt me; and the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles utrered it as the ſubject 
of his "fout's lamentation, Rom. viii. 21. 24. 4 
find then a lau, that when I would do good, evil is 
preſent with me. O wretched man that 1 e . 
deliver me from the body af this death ! and indeed 
if we ſhould ſay that ue had no fin, we would bu, 
decei ve ourſelves. So long as the believer travels 
through this world, he carries with him a body of 
{in and death; bur, at the ſame time itis the mark 
of Chriſt's family, that they will not allow them- 
{elves in a courſe of ſin; *tis the great part of their bu- 
ſineſs to be wreſtling againſt it, and thro' grace to be 
"T 4 en- 
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endeavouring, in the uſe of means, to have it purged] 
away, by the purifying influences of the holy ſpi 


Tit T. Sin may break in upon them, like a thief or 


a robber, bur will neither be entertained in their, 


hearts, as a friend; nor will it obtain leave to 


harbour and lodge in their boſom. True conver- 


ſion hews not down one ſin, to heave up another; 


it pulls not down pride, to exalt avarice ; it quench: | 


eth not luſt, to leave the burning flame of paſſion 


and revenge; but it levels at the root, and ſtrikes at 


the bottom of all ſin. 


Nor is true faith barren, but productive of excel- | 
lent fruits; the believer's practice, as well as his 


principle, will undergo an alteration. *Tis the phi- 
loſopher's maxim ꝓperari ſequztur eſſe. * As a thing 
is in being, ſo it is in operation ;* and every being 
and eſſence produces acts ſaitable thereunto; even 
ſo, theſe, that are in Chriſt, will be bringing forth 
fruits, in ſome degree, ſuitable to ſuch a character. 
The Jews were juſtly upbraided, for the inconſiſtency 
betwixt what they profeſſed, and what in reality they 
were. Te are of your father the devil, and his 
works ye do. If any be in Cuxkisr, to Him they 
will give obedience; they will be bringing forth 
fruit, becoming the branches of ſuch a vine. 

The renewed foul cannot miſs to behold every 
object, with a new eye; as an apoſtle faith, They 
will know n9 man after the fleſh. They will ſee 


how 
7 Each fav'rite luſt that in your boſom lies, 

Expell'd. with indignation, lacrifice, 
*Tis madneſs to indulge forbidden joy, 
And hug the vipers that would you deſtroy: 
When Gr n prev ay thro? weak neſs or ſurprize, 
And preſſing guilt upon your conſcience lies; 
Admit no reſpite till 'ris purg 'd away, 
Renew repentance, each returning day: 
For guit unpvrg's becomes a grie vous load 
Betli to the ip'rit of man and {p'rit of Gov. 
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bow monſtrous a thing, how heaven - provoking and 


ſoul-damning that is, which makes a gracious and 
mercifnl Creator, to loath and abhor the ſinful crea- 


ture; and to plunge both ſoul and body, into the 


avs of eternal death; they will eſteem ſpiritual 


grace, at a higher rate, than ever, and will look 


| upon all earthly, and ſenſual enjoyments, with a 


more undervaluing eye, than heretofore. In fine, 


they will account worldly pomp, honour, riches, 


and glory, as but dung and droſs, in reſpect of pre- 
cious Chriſt; and with Solomon, will conſider of 
all things below the ſun, but as vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit ; and thus, viewing the divine Jesvs, with 
a more prizing and pleaſing eye, than ever; they 
will be ready to cry, at the raviſhing ſight, with 
panting David, whom have I in heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I deſire beſides thee. 
Plal. Ixxiii. 28. SO Ee 

Yet, the believer will, doubtleſs, have many in- 
ward ſtruggles and combats, which the unregene- 
rate know nothing about. How perpetual is the war 
carried on in him, betwixt the fleſh and the ſpirit ; 
the old and the new man; the regenerate and the 
unregenerate part ! now, that he has experienced the 
pangs of a new birth, he feels there are two oppoſites, 
fleſh and ſpirit, like Jacob and £/au in Rebecca's 
womb, always ſtruggling and wreſtling together; 
and, indeed, the battle great and bloody as it is, 
will undoubtedly continue, until the houſe of 
David finally prevail againſt the houle of Saul; 
and the ſpiritual /rae/ite obtain a compleat victory 
over the carnal Amalatite. „„ 
_ Hair, ye happy ones, who are thus diſtinguiſhed, 


| from the world, by a true and lively faith in Chriſt 
| Jeſus ! go on in your combat, and may you proſper 


under the great Carrtain of ſalvation, You have 
comfortable news ſent you, from heaven, Rom. vii. 
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1. There is, —— no uk t 
#hem who are in Chriſt Fejus*. Howygreat—hoy! 

exceeding e and precious, are the believer] 
Priviteges ! he ſtands, no more, as a condemned 
malefactor, in the ſight of a holy God; but, 2 
done juſtifyed by the precious blood of the Lamb, 
Nor can it be otherwiſe, becauſe all that are in 
Chriſt are juſt and righteous, in reſpe& of the juſtice 
and righteouſneſs — their Redeemer, imputed to 
them by God, and apprehended of them by a live- 
ly and faving faith: and ſo, they become as Tigh 
teous in God's ſight, as if they themſelves had ful. 
filled the law, and fatisfyed juſtice, in their own 
perſons (which thro! eternity they never could have 
done). Thus, they are freed from the condemaati- 
on, and the curfe, pronounced againſt fuch as are 
out of Chriſt. Nor Foals it be TERS with the 
Juſtice of God, to repute a believer as under the con- 
demnatory g zullt of fin, and to pour the curſes of a 
broken — upon him; ſince he is in Chriſt, who 
hath already'in his human nature bore'the ſins of his 
people, and alſo the puniſhment due thereunto, 
nath ſatisfied fully divine juſtice, hath cancelled that 
obligation, which did witnefs to the finner's guilt, 
and bound him to undergo the puniſhment. ; 
Hence that fundamental article of the Chriſtian 

faith is comfortably confirmed to believers ; 2 
eir 


* 

Norder & p d xaTaxpiuag rte ty Xpirg 1 3 
ſin ners arc under the damnatory ſentence and curſe of a broken law; | 
they ſtand liable to all the miſcries, which it may pleaſe God to in- 
flict on them, in this life: and to everlaſling deſtruction in that which 
is to come. But the apoſtle here proclaims a freedom, both from the 
Built and puniſhment of fin, to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. There i 
not any ſentence of condemnation (v &s %.) that cen come agoinſt 
tem, either from the law, or from the goſpel: th. y are nut indeel 
altogether freed from corruption, nor from corre tion, u hile tlie main 
un tbe coafls cf mortality; but even now it may be ſaid of them, 
that they are paſſed from deut to life, 
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auly by the merit of Jeſus Chriſt, by bis righteouf. 
neſs, alone, imptited to them. The believer being 
in Chriſt, and Chriſt in the believer, it cannot fail, 
but that the bleſſings and graces of the Redeemer's 


| purchaſe, do really belong to the ſaints: as he, that 


knew no ſin, was made {in for them, fo they are. 
made the righteouſneſs of Go in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. 
Upon ſolid foundation, may I then proclaim com- 
fort to all that are in this happy and bleſſed ſtare. 
Yes, O believer, thou needeſt not fear any miſeries, 

or calamities, that. can befall thee, in this work; 
neither haſt thou cauſe to complain, as thoſe that are 
without hope. Are thy iniquities heinous ? Yet; ſhall 
they all be drowned, in the ocean of Chriſt's blood: 

They will never be charged upon thee, nor ſtand up 
againſt thee, either to deſtroy thy ſoul, in this life; 


| or to condemn thee, in the world to come. Art thank 


afraid of the fruits of ſin; that thou be over-burthen-. 
ed with pinching poverty, ſore and lingering ficknels, 
gu reproaches, or cruel and barbarous perſecuti: 
on? Or, art thou croſſed in thy deſigus, does provi- 
dence ſometimes fruſtrate thy expectations; and art 
thou hence tempted to conclude thyſelf the moſt 
miſerable, and unfortunate of creatures T? Remem- 
ber, if thou belongeſt to Chriſt, theſe are not ſent 
as plagues and judgments to thee, but are the trials . 
and fatherly chaſtiſements, which come from thy 
reply parent, as means of preventing ſin for r- 
us 

t Tell freely har thy grudge, and only bear 


An anſwer, calmly, in thy turn to hear. 

"Thou'rt vex'd, thou fay"ſt, with eros events, and priev'd 
With fraitleG labours, and with hopes deceiv'd: 

The ſtubborn courſe of things gainſays thy will; 

Thy fate is to be contradicted (til: 

Whilft, others, who find providence more kind, 


Live always gay, and fail dene the wind. 
0 vaſt miftaks! — 


Count. rut ment. 


c pi ideation, TE co i 


r * — 


er's duty becomes his delight, and his frailty hinders 


I6 - Meditations and Reaſonings. : 
future: and all the poiſon and venom; in theſe 
rods, were ſucked away by Chriſt. Be thy aftlic 
tions what they will, thou muſt neither deſpond 
nor deſpair, but, under them all, rouſe up thy ſpi. 


rit, and reaſon with David, Pſal. xliii. #hy art 


thou caſt dewn, O my ſoul, and why art thou diſ 


guieted within me? | 


| Unſpeakably great are the believer's privileges— | 
The Jews boaſted, that they were of the ſeed of 


Abraham ;. and indeed, they were deſcended of no 


mean pedigree, but our Saviour checks their inſult. 
ing boaſt, by diſtinguiſhing betwixt a twofold pri. 


vilege of this kind. They that are ſlaves to fin may, 
for a time, enjoy the outward privileges of the houſe 
of God; but it will not be long, until the great 
maſter of the family turn them out of doors; while 
the adopted children of God abide in the houſe 
for ever——Theirs and only theirs, it is, to be freed 
from the curſe of a broken covenant ; the heavy 
yoke of the law is looſed from their necks; and the 
eaſy burden of the goſpel put on, Matth. xi. 28, 
The law required perfect obedience, and under the 
pain of a curſe, Gal. iii. and while it required our 
duty, it furniſhed no ſtrength to perform it: ay, 
but what the law could not do, in hat it was weak 
through the fleſh, Cod ſending his un Son in the 


likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and fer ſin, condemned ſin in 


the fleſhy. Rom. viii. 3. Oh glorious privilege, 
purchaſed by the blood of Jzsvs.! now, the believ- 


not 


$ What the lau could not do, in that it was weak, through the fie 
— —— The law cannot jullify nor ſave any man, becauſe it demands 
that which the fallen creature cannot perform. The law is not 
weakned, either in precept or deCtiine; but it is Teak through tht 


Feb, i. e. through our corrupt, depraved and rebeilic us nature; itz 
weakneſs to ſave doth not ariſe from itſelf, but from us; the law fe- 
3 5 . b taiu 
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„rot his acceptance, through Chriſt. The hand- 
n vriting of ordinances, which was againſt him, is 
cancelled ; and, when the ſeal and hand writing is 
| torn from the bond, and nailed to the croſs, the 
iſ | debtor is ſet at liberty, and becomes acquitred, juſ- 

W tified, and abſolved: what then remains, but that 
all the children of God ſhall, in the end, be torally 
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. freed from every ſnare and temptation of the dev. 4 
we from the prevalent corruption of the fleſh, I 
lt. warring againſt the ſpirit; and from the treachery I 
ri. of their own deceitful hearts, that are no ſo ready I 
a, * betray them. * 4 
* Ye were by nature, the 0 of wrath, even 4 
car 4 others. Yes, O believers, ye were once detained y 
ne faves, and captives of Satan; but now, a ſtronger. | 
ue chan he hath bound this ſtrong enemy, and call him y 

| e Þ 
ed 1 


Laas its authority of commanding, but we have loſt all ability to 
che give obedience thereto. No meer man can perfectly keep the law, 
28. nor make the leaſt amends for the injurys, already offered unto it; 
the end hence it is, that the law is not able to fave ; thus, the Fault is not in 
the law, but in us. Yet the law is not uſcleſs, but nece{firy for diſcover- 
ing the divine will concerning our obedience; and it is a ſchool-maſ⸗ 
aer, for bringing men to Chriſt : but, to expelt jaſtincation. in God's 
ak, iht, by the law: wonld be no leſs folly, than to ſcek lite in death, 
the heaven in hell, or ſalvation in condemnation. 

When the Lowe could not juſtify, Gad ſending bis Son, in the likeneſs 
: of ſinful fleſh ; and for ſin (by being a ſacrifice for ſin) condemned-fig 
gez in the fle. — ò Otog Tor £xuT0Y yiev Fear 5 SO h. wot 


nog Gdunpricg. * Tp dpetpTINGy X&ATEXPLVE THY aιjj¶q ia 29 Th Taki. 

lers God tent bis So x not the angels, that are his ſous by creztion --nor 

not W the ſaints, that are his ſons by adoption —but his own only, eternally 
begotten, So N. He ſent his So d, in the likeneſs of ſinful flzih ; 

fel be took really on him, and e to the unity of his divine per- 
ſn, a human nature — — And ia that nature, the So & of God was 

counted a fGnuer; was liable to the many infirmities of wearinels, 

the hanger, ſleep, Ke. that attend the children of men; was condemned 

as a ſinver; and for takiag away fin, he did actually die, aud be- 


- Its 
—_ ame 2 ſacrifice For ſin. Thos, tho' he had no fin of his own, yet. was 
tains he repate a ſinner, and came in the likeacs of ſinful fleſn, and for 


ha condemned lin in the fleth. 
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jailor loſes power of the priſoner, when he obtains 
a legal difcharge——True, indeed, Satan is a haughty 
and malicious enemy, and every deliverance out of his 
hand, is a glorious act of omnipotent power; but 
Chriſt rebuked this implacable adverſary, and gained a 
compleat triumph and victory, Col. ti. 15. Having 


ſprited principalities and powers, he made a ſhew of 


them openiy, upon the croſs. Nay, believer, the 
poiſonous ſting, and the deſtructivè ſtroke of death 


itfelf, cannot 1njure thee ; it may hurt a little, but 


it cannot kill. O death, where is thy ſting ? Nis 
only guilt that arms death with its terrifying power; 
when our bones are full of the {ins of our youth, 
which ly down with us in the duſt, Job. xx; when 


death, like a dragon, pulls the guilty wretch, as a 


prey in its jaws, to its dreadful den. But from 
death, as a curſe ; and from the grave, as a priſon, 
Chriſt hath ſet his people at liberty, . 

Are not thy privileges wonderful, thy liberties 
amazing, O my ſoul ? Yes, the freedom of the ſons 
of God, can never be ſufficiently admired, by an- 
gels, or men. How ſurprizing is it, that ever 
it ſhould be thought or imagined, that any of 


rebellious and fallen Adam's family, who were 


deeper in arrears to divine juſtice, than they 
could have paid, thro” eternity; theſe that were un- 
der the condemnatory ſentence of the law; theſe 
that were under the power, and in the poſſeſũon of 
Satan; hee that were bound, with ſo many ſtrong 
chains, in their ſpiritual prifon ; theſe whoſe under- 
ſtandings were cloathed with ignorance, their wills 


with obſtinacy, their hearts with a hardned flupi- | 

dity, and their affections with a thouſand betwitch- | 

ing vanities ; 7he/e that ſo hugged their own ſlavery, | 
' 0 


out of doors. The precious blood of Chrift hath MW 
ranſomed you from the hands of juſtice; and of 
courfe, Satan's power over you muſt fall; as the 
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inſtruments of deliverance For ſuch as th, to 
be ſet at liberty, and admitted into the glorious free - 
dom of the ſons of God, is truly aſtoniſhing and 
full of wonder; and what raiſes the admiration, is 
the dear and expenſive 2 What that eap- 
tain ſaid Acts xxii. With a great ſum, I have obtain- 
ed this freedom, may be, with the: greateſt pre- 
priety, applied here. For the price of the believ- 
ter's privileges was a price of infinite value *, even 
the precious blood of the 8on of God. Te were nat 
redeemed with corruptible things, as ſilver-and gold: 
but with the precious blood. of Chriſt, as of 4 Lamb, 
without blemi ſb, and without ſpot f. 

Rejoice, rejoice then, O my ſoul, and ſay, now and 
for ever, that the Chriſtian has ground to rejoice, 


above all others in the world. Will not the captive 


* The late reverend and worthy Mr. John M' Lain 
It is a juſt and uſual expreſſion, That Chriſt's ſatisfattion is of infinite 
value : it were a Mapp) thing, if it were as uſual for us to have à futts 
able impreſſion of it. Infinite value is what we cannot affirm of any other 
manifeſtation of God that can be conceived, nat the higheft degrees of grace 
er of glory, or of all the created glory in the world put together. 

＋ 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. All the treaſures of an univerſe was not a ranſom. 
ſufficient, for one ſoul, nor could the blood of all the creatures in the 
world have been a ſacriſice of ſufficient compenſation to dive juſtice, ſos 
the fins of one man. And ſays Dr. Clarke, as to the difficulty with ve> 
ſpect to the juſtice of laying the puniſhment of ſinners upon an in- 
nocent perſon ; this difficulty is entirely removed by the voluntary 
conſent and choice of the perſon, in taking the puniſhment upon him- * 
ſelf. For though to punith an innocent perfon inſtead of the guilty, 
is evidently unjuſt: yet to permit an innocent perſon to take it yolun- 


| tarily upon himſelf is by no means fo. On the contrary, it is an in- 


ſtance of the greateſt poodneſs, and mercy, to find ont ſuch an expe- 
dient: and as the love and humility of Chriſt is inexpreflibly great in 


eondeſcending to aſſume our nature, and ſubmitting to an Ignominions _ 


death, even the death of tbe croſs ; ſu the mercy and goodneſs of Grid 
can never be worthily and ſufficiently acknowledged, in accepting this 
kerifice, and / loving the world as to give his only begatten Son, that. 
whoſoever beiieveth on bien, ſesuld not Peri , but have everlaſting r. 


2 induſtriouſly to oppoſe all means, methods, and : 


the woods (though they ſhould wander there meagre 


been preſſed under the weight of fin; and are now 
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and the fave rejoice, when he recovereth his liberty? 2 | 
The very birds of the air prefer their freedom, in 


and hungry) to a golden cage, with the richeſt en- 
tertainment. 

It is undoubtedly natural for every creature in 
bondage, to rejoice at obtaining liberty; and who e- 
ver had ſo great cauſe of rejoicing,as thoſe who have 


got rid, in ſome meaſure, of the intolerable burden? Wl ti 
What was ſaid of Babylon, ſhadows forth the ſtate 1 
of God's people, under their ſpiritual bondage, with Wl ti 
the way and manner of their deliverance, Zech. ix. Wb 
It. By the blood of the covenant, I have ſent forth ir 
thy priſeners cut of the pit, whorein is no water, 

And as the tribes, in their return from thence, were W 1. 
overwhelmed with joy and aſtoniſhment, Pf. cxxvi. Ne 
When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, M0 
we were lite them that dream. Then muas our mouth Wl © 


filled with laughter, and cur tongue with ſinging ; g 


ſo may the believer cry, and ſhout aloud for joy--— Wil 
when the prodigal ſon * (which is the emblem of a re- MW! 
turning ſinner) was returned to his father's houſe, Wh 


there was heard nothing but muſick, mirth and feaſt- MW: 


ing in the houſe. Even fo, all God's family rejoices at Wt 
the converſion of ſinners— The angels in heaven re. W's 
joice, when a ſoul i is recovered out of the power of Wil 

Satan; I 


* Luke xv. 11.— This parable | is deſcrvedly reckoned a meſ/er-tie | ly 
in its kind, and what cannot be paralleled by any of the  paloencs, } 
or allegorical writings of Heatben Authors. It is adorn'd and beautiſy d 
with the moſt glowing cojours, and lively ſimilitudes. It is  cauricd | 


on, and conducted with admirable wifdenrund pr: portion, in the parts, } 


as well as in the wh:ile, and there is ſo exact a relation between the 
things repreſented, and the repreſentations of them, that the moll 
elevated underflancirg will ad mite, and the loweſt capacity diſcover, 


the excellent and molt ulcſul moral that lics under fo thin and h 
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Satan; ma ſhall not the believer himſelf, wha 


ſhares in ſo unſpeakable a mercy, greatly rejoice 
Chriſt the Saviour. Yea doubtleſs, may the groun 10 
of this joy ſwallow up all the little troubles, and 
ſorrows, which he can meet with, from the 7 
of this world. 

Beware, O my foul, of returning ; again to folly! 
how unreaſonable and unaccoutitable 3 is it for thoſe, 
that have ſo great and progeny privileges, to apoſta- 


tize into the ways of ſin ! would'it not be juftly ef- 


teemed the height of madneſs, for g delivered cap- 
tive to put his feet again in the ſtocks and ſhackles, 
his hands into the manzcles and fetters, and his neck 
into the iron yoke, out of which he hath eſcaped,— 


Has Chriſt purchaſed fuch privileges to believers? 


Let the frame and temper, of my heart;be ever diſpoſ- 
ed to diſtribute and ſcatter liberally to the neceſſiti 


of his diſtreſſed members : and that with a ſpirit 
of alacrity and freedom; with a ſingle eye to his 
glory, and not by farce or conſtraint—-Eyery crea» - 


ture works according to the principle of its nature, 
the tender mother requires no entreaty to draw forth 
her breaſts,to her ſucking child; it would be idle and 


vain to command the ſea to ebb and flow,at its ſtated - 


| times; this it doth by the appointment of God; let the 
renewed ſoul act alſo from new principles dad mo- 
tives ; and even in the caſe of ſuffering for Chriſt, 


Let us undergo chearfully, influenced by the ſame 
noble ſpirit, that made Paul ſay, I am ready not on- 
ly to be. bound, but alſo to, die at Jeruſalem for the 


name of eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xxi. For I 


reckon that the Juferings 6 of this pre ſent time, are not 
Wor- 


f Men is the man whoſe bowels move, 
And melt with puy to the poor, 
Whoſe foul. by ſympathizinz Love, | : 
Feels what his tellow-laiuts eee; : Waits.” 
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worthy to be compared with that glory which ſhall 


be revealed in us, Rom. viii. 18. 


MEDITATION VII. 


On the Chriſtian's ground of Comfort, under 
cy Tr 7. 


T is an aphoriſm in divinity, that the croſ$ it 

the way to the crown. The Chriſtian's road is 
ſtrait and narrow, hard and difficult; but at laſt, 
it leads to a glorious and bleſſed land: the oppoliti- 
on he meets with on the journey, is great and migh- 
ty; for we wreſtle, not only againſt fleſh and blood; 
but againſt principalities and powers; and yet, an 
_ Inſpired writer exhorts, Jam. i. 2. My brethren, 
count it all joy, when ye fall into diverſe temptati- 
ens *, Religion, even with all the croſſes that at- 
tend it,is not in itſelf, either gloomy or melancholy, 
No, it is full of joy and comfort to thoſe, who have 
the ſpiritual eye, to diſcern its raviſhing delights, tis 
ſometimes with the Chriſtian, under. trials, as it is 
ſaid of ſome birds, who ſing in the winter and 
ſtormy ſeaſon, as well as in the ſpring or ſummer | 
fun ſhine : like Moſes's burning buſh, Chriſt's lambs 
can live in the fire, and not be conſumed ; like the 
three children, they can walk in the warmeſt furnace 
of affliction, and not be burned; or with Paul and 
Silas, they can ling in the cold goal, and the naule- | 

PIE ORE CE 


I What the apoſtle here calls rerpuo org temptations ; he ſpeaks of 
in the 3 verſe, as Joxij—j Tys vie liog, lrial of fcith; whence it is evi 
dent, that all th: atflictions and temptations, to which the Chriſtian iſ 
is expoſed, are {. nt as trials, cither of their profeſſion and conſtane 
in the faith, or of ſome particular grace, which may be there by ebf 
onc rciſed. ä 0 | 
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dus priſon; yea, when the ſtormy billows rage, and 
the impetuous inundations threaten utter deſolati- 
on, Then, even then, can the Chriſtian ſit, like Noah 
in his ark t, ſafe and ſecure z; while the waves beat 
to To gg · A ge OR : 
| Miſtake not the caſe, my ſoul ;. ſay not, this is a 
whimſical notion, a groundleſs flight of fancy; for the 
experience of thouſands now in heaven, and the in- 
fallible word of God himſelf, confirms it to be a ſolid, 
and well grounded obſervation; Heb. x.3. Te tool the 
ſpoiling of your goods joyfully., When Job was eroſſed, 
with one trial upon the back of another, yet the great 
man ſums up all, in a ſhort anthem of praiſe, The 
, Lord gi vetb, and the Lord taketh, bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord *, Paul in his greateſt ſufferings had 
an exuberancy of joy, 2 Cor, vii. 4. {am exceed- 
ing joyful in all our tribulation. And again, he 
riſeth to an higher ſtrain, Rom. v. 3. Ve glory in 
” Wl tribulation, — tnowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience 5. . e 3 
34 Look in, my ſoul, and ſee what a multiplicity of 
J- Wl trials the Chriſtian is expoſed unto. His three grand 


18 + Mechis tranguillus in undis. 3 LE 
nd * Sec how he looks above inſtruments, and keeps his eye upon 


15 the firſt cauſe ; he doth not Gy, the Lord gave, and the Sabeans and 
Chaldeans have taken away, God made me rich and the devil has made 
bs WW me poor, but he that gave has taken, and for that reaſon he is dumb, 
he and has nothing to ſay, becauſe God did it; bo that gave all may take 
ice which, and when, how, and how mach be pleaſeth. Seneca could. 
nd nge thus, ahſfulit ſed et dedit ; and Epiftetus argues excellently (ch. 
e. xv.) When thou art deprived of any comfort, ſuppoſe a child taken 
le: ay by death, Or a part of thy eſtate loſt, ſay not GU XADAETE avle, 
"us dat axifora : not, I have loft it, but 1 have retor*d it, and return d it 
to the right owner; but thou wilt object (faith he) He is an ill man 
s of that has robbed me (Aang of aptxoperves) To which be anſwers, bat 


evi- bs it to thee (71 It cb peers) by whut band he that gives remanc's what 
nant ff gave. | leu. 
ey It is an high ſtrain of ſpirituaineſs in bearing afflicttons. when a 


ith Stiltian can ſay, I love to bear: tho I love rot that which I ſuffer, and 
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*adyerfaries are, the devil, the world, and Jelf; and 
each of theſe heap up croſſes upon him Devote n 
Part of thy time this morning, to examine their dif- 
ferent charges; and thereafter thou wilt eaſily ſee, 
that the Chriſtian has ground of comfort treaſure | 
up in Chriſt, ſufficientfor his ſupport, under them all, 
What a reſtleſs and inveterate adverſary is 'the 
devil! he aecuſeth the children of God, night and day; 
and ſometimes has the daring aſſurance, even to ac- 
*cuſe'God to man. Thus, in paradiſe, he chargeth 
God with envy, in forbidding our grand parents ts 
eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge ofiigoud and 
evil, leſt thereby they ſhould betome lite Cod hamfelf, 
and in this trade of lying, Satan ſtill continues. How 
frequently doth he reproach, firſt the goodneſs of 
God, by telling the lewd wretch, that he may ſaſeh 
Intulbe any appetite or paſſion, however baſe and cri. 
ii mina it be reckoned or called, "by men of refmed 
if Murals or aaftere Tife, becauſe God is the author of 
I. their frame, and -hath planted every paſſion, with 


ll Bis 'own' hand within them, und "muſt iff be be wiſe 
i and gbd, allow them to be pratified, with their ſevt- 
i" "Fal objects; and after having attacked his goodneſs, 


1 he next proceedeth to reproach the juſtice of God, bj 
inſinuating to the lewd and licentious rake, That 
though he ſim he ſbhall not die. And by that means, 
he blows up the credulous creature, with the emp- 
ty gales of preſumption, and makes him believe 
' that he is ſinning ſecurely ! ſometimes he fa/ſly lay: 
charge againſt the mercy of God, and whiſpers into 
"the ears'of thoſe, that are weak in faith; that their 


ſins 
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that which I bear, yet I love to bear what T ſuffer, But it is a higher 

\ pitch than this, to ſay with the apoltle, T rejoice in my ſufferings, Col 

i. 24 For joy is a degree beyond love; vet is it a degree bigher ſtill, 

to fake pleaſure in reproaches and diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake. 2 Cor. 

_ xii. 20. for pleaſure is a degree beyond joy: but to glory in tridulatinn, | 
is beyond them all; Mis more than to love, more than .to' Tejolte, | 
more than to take pleaſure in them. . 
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fins are 100 great for Cod ta pardon: and ſo endea⸗ 
| yours to plunge them. into the gulph of def popdenc. 
and deſpair. Again he be-lies the providence, r 
God, and, ſays. tg, thoſe. that are in indigency and 
want, Surely,the Lord hath caſt you off, and will.ng 
more provide for. you ; and thereby, he 0 ma- 


ny. to ſtreteh forth their hands to "ora nels.; 
hy them. to. \ ſet out, i in the Valse of orghteouk 


. alſo accuſes man to God— —what an inſtance 
of his malice and impudence appears, in the caſe of 
Jab! when the Lord commended his ſervant, Satan 
was ready to traduce him; and when he could not 
ſtain Feb's actions, be maligns bis affections; be 
reproaches the upright man's intentions, as merce- 
nary ; he ſtages him, as an hireling, that worſhip- 
ped God, only for his gifis, but | not. for him 
Dath Job fear Gad for nought But the reſult of 
the trial was, that Jab is acquitted, and Satan is £982 
demned, as a falſe 110 lying accuſer, 

Noris the dew leſs ative, in miſrepr lay 
to himſelf; be degeivesthe wicked by ug: 
ceſting, that hey are the ſons of God Þ ju * per- 
plexes the godly, with the apprehenſion of their being | 
caſt away, and utterly rejefted, Ek in deed, there - 
is no truth, however firmly eſtabliſhed, ur 1 is 
bold enough to dopbt, to deny, and to call in que: 
ſion. He had the confidence to call in queltion 
our Lord's divipity—-—to fay to Chriſt himſelf, 7 
thou be the Son of God: and what will not the 
cunning deeeiver venture to ſpeak, and do to Chriſt 8 
brethren? 

How many are your trials from the world, dalle 
| ers? Laban ſearched narrowly Jacob's ſtuff, to ſee 
whether he could get any thing, wherewith to charge 
him; but oftimes, more narrowly do wicked men 
ſearch after the words, and deeds of the children of 

5 mT God; 
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God; ſeeking to accuſe them; where they can find no 


ground. Upon the leaſt ſhadow of ſuſpected, fancied, 


or reported evil; nay, upon the leaſt private ſurmiſe, | 


how ready are they malzciouſly to traduce and re- 
proach, without a cauſe ? Moſes, a man approven of 


God, was branded with the character of an uſurper t; 


Jeremiab, although fo paſſionate a lover of his coun- 


try, that his ſoul mourned for its deſolation, was 


yet accuſed of treaſon “; Daniel, a man beloved of 
God, was condemned, by Darius's counſellors as a 
rebel to the king +; the Maelties, who returned 
from the captivity, were charged by Tabiab and 
Sanballat with ſedition ; nor were the primitive 
Chriſtians leſs maliciouſly and unjuſtly oppreſled, 
with opprobrious invectives, ſlanders and aſperſions, 
The tongues of wicked men are the ordinary 
weapons, which the devil firſt makes uſe of, againſt 
the godly ; and indeed all that would deſire to ſerve 
God, with a good conſcience, may expett to be tried 
in this furnace. John xv. Ye are not of this werld, 
therefore the world hateth you. And do the men of 
this world upbraid you, O expectants of heaven, with 
our former ways, the ways in which ye walked, 
fore a work of converſion was begun, or carried 
on, in your hearts? Do they upbraid you with 
theſe fins, which God hath forgiven, though they 
will not forget? Let not their treatment break your 
Chriſtian patienge, ſince you are only charged with 
that, for which the Lord hath granted you a diſ- 
charge, Be not therefore aſhamed to proclaim 
your penitential acknowledgments; True, I once 


was in ſuch a deplorable ſtate, but now I have - 


tained mercy ; and ſe far as any will charge me 
with my pardoned ſins, and my forgiven faults ; 
fo much the more will 4 magnify the Lord's rich 


grace 


1 Exod. ii. 14. Jer. xxxyü. 14, 15. f Dan. vi. 13. 
8 Neliem, ii 19. | 
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grace towards me, and praiſe the phyſician that 


* 


dats healed me 7 b 
It was but yeſterday, I heard a child of God, falſly 
accuſed of what he never did, and probably never 
thought on. How buſy, how artful are the emiſ- 
ſaries of Satan, to throw reproaches on Chriſt's diſ- 
ciples ! and ſhould I have the misfortune, to ſhare 
in the like cruel langvage, beleched out againſt my- 
ſelf; take it as a monitor, O my ſoul a monitor 
ſent thee, to be ever watchful, and tender, in main- 
taining a conſcience void of offence,both towards God, 
and towards man; and then need I never be afraid 
of the unrighteous judgment of froward and de- 
ſigning mortals. May the malicious and detractin 
tongues of the world, never interrupt my 1 
peace! Matth. v. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall re- 
vile you, and perſecute you, and ſay all manner of 
evil againſt you, falſly, for my ſake. | 
What numberleſs trials ariſe to the Chriſtian, 
from a deceitful and wandring heart. How often 
does conſcience iiſelf accuſe him? and although its 
charges may ſometime ariſe, from a miſinformati- 
on; yet does it not frequently allo reprove, upon 
that clear light, which it hath from the infallible 
word of God? It is neceſſary, carefully to diſtin- 
guiſh, betwixt the dictates of a conſcience rightly 
informed, and the errors of a milinformed conſci- 
ence: for where conſcience diſcerns not, 22 
to the law of the ſupream judge, it cannot but miſ- 
take, either in being over- large, and ſo pronouns 
G4 | cing 


Oh wand'ring heart! Oh idly buſy thing, 
Ever abroad, and ever on the wing! 
Pleas'd ober a thouſand barren wilds to roam 
Rather than live with ſect content at home, 
Yet leis offenſive would thy rovings be 
If from them were my ſerious moments fre. | 82 
f 5 The wand ring beart, A Poem. 
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cing theſe things lawful that are not ſo; or over. WM 


Nirait, in declaring that to be ſinful,” which, by the i 


divine law, is declared lawful. How often does conſei * 
ence diſquiet the believer, by preſenting to his view 
a full and clear diſcovery of theſe fins, which were 
long ſince pardoned, although the remembrance 
of them is continued in that conſerving faculty, 
Memoxy. Conſcience, charging home theſe, puts 
mein mind of thorns and briers, which, in the midſt 
of a flower-garden, are extreamly hurtful and per- 
nicious, and cruſh the growth of the tender plant; 
but, in the hedge, they are profitable for its preſer- 
vation. So ſin, in the heart and affection, choaks 
the ſeed of God's word ; but being diſlodged of 
the heart, and retained in the memory, with evan- 
EXT ſotrow, is like a hedge to preferve the ſoul, 
from theſe ſavage beaſts, that would otherwiſe de- 
vour it. „„ 
Yes, the Chriſtian may ever appear with a chear- 
ful countenance : though the Lord HinszL+ ſhould 
ſeem to frown, for a while; yet his loving kindneſs 
he will not take away, nor ſuffer the word that has 
gone out of mouth to fail. And how inſignificant 
are all thy other enemies, my ſoul; how deſpicable 
the combinations and conſpiracies, they can form a- 
gainſt thee ; if the Lord of hoſts is on thy fide ? 
ad be for us, who can be againſtus ? True, 
ſo long as there is a cruel Cain in the world, there 
will be a ſuffering Wel; and while Pharaoh lives, 
poor 1/rael may expect oppreſſion ; wicked Haman | 
will never look pleaſantly, on old Mordecai; nor 
can the tender lilly expe& mercy, from the prickly 
thorn ;—neither is the Chriſtian to look for a rid- 
dance of every trial, in this place of his warfare ; no, 
that is to be expected upon his reaching the heaven- 
ly paradiſe ; on his arrival at Immanuel's land, where 
there is nothing but perfect peace, Tn: 


S 


* * 
28 
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| ted felieity for evermore f. While the Chriſtian is 


failing on his voyage, the waters of affliction max 
threaten, but can neither ſink him, nor ſwallow him 
the flaming fire may poſſibly ſcorch, but can- 


2 conſume him; for when he paſſes thro” the de- 


vouring element, one like the Son or MAN will rd 


Haryy the ſoldier that SGohts hindi Jesus 1 no 


antagoniſt ean do him any fatal hurt.—If Socrates 


ſaid of his enemies, They may fill me, but they 
cannot hurt me: And another, no leſs unacquain- 
ted with ſcripture revelation, being by the command 
of a tyrant, to be beat in a mortar to pieces; cry- 
ed out, Te but beat the veſſel, that contains the hers 
nel, (He accounted his body only as an huſk, and 
looked upon his foul as the precious kernel:) How 
much more may the Chriſtian give defiance to all 
the threats, and bravely encounter the utmoſt eruel· 
ty of his moſt mercileſs enemies! the gates of hell may 
poſſibly fight, and batter z but they ſhall never proſ- 
per, or prevail-—Chriſt is the Chriſtian's chieftain— 
Chriſt is always at the head of the believing army; 
and they need not fear, to carry the victory, who have 
ſuch a glorious and potent prince, ſwaying the ſcep- 
ter of peace over them. _ Eh 


+ O paradiſe! O heavenly reſt! 
Of pious minds the bleſt repoſd : : 
Where true ambroſial ſveets em feaſt, 
And youth more blooming ever grows. 


Where no diſcaſe, nor fretting pain, 
Nor envy ſour, nor bitter ſtrife, 
Nor an y ſorrows place obtain, 
To pall the joys of perfect life. 


h could my foul, wing'd like a dove, 
Take flight, to this fair Eden bent: 

Till I have reach'd theſe joys above, 
I'll nc'or arrive at true content. 


Paradiſe. 
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The mighty Lion of the tribe of 7«udah, is ſuf. - 
ficient match for all his enemies, and is able, if they 
provoke his anger,to tear them into pieces; the Lord 
Vill ever take part with his church, and each member 
of his myſtical body—--—God himſelf is on Zion's 
ſide ; and therefore, until Zion's enemys can prevail 
againſt her Gop, they can never expect to prevail, 
againſt herſelf—Did Zion's ſhelters conſiſt of walls 
of ſtone, they might be battered ; or walls of lead, 
they might be melted; or a defence of waters, they 
might be drained up ; or garriſons of valiant men, 
they might be ſcattered; or engines of war, they 
might be defeated ; or ſtrong bulwarks, they might 
be overthrown: but Zion's Gov is a wall of fire 
round about her, and the glory in the mid(t of her. 
What device againſt her will not omniſcience diſco- 
ver? What aſſault is not omnipotence able to repell ? 
And is there any glory beſeeming her, but the good- 
neſs of her Gon will ever beſtow ?—Hence Balaam, 
tho' otherwiſe a falſe prophet, yet reaſoned fairly 
on this point, Num. xxiii. 8. How ſhall I curſe, 
whom God hath not curſed? Or how ſhall I defy, 
whom the Lord hath not defied ? 
How weak is the devil's power, when grace is the 
Chriſtian's ſupporter ! the wiles of Satan are then 
baffled, and cannot enſlave the believer, to his ene- 
mies' will. Neither Nebuchednezzar's royal decree, - 
nor yet his furnace, hot ſeven times more than ordina- 
ry, could prevail with Shadrach, Meſech, and Abed- 
nego, to bow before his accurſed idol, Dan. iii. The 
rulers, ſcribes, phariſees, and elders of Iſrael, charged 
and commanded the apoſtles, that they ſhould not 
ſpeak any more, in the name of Jzsvs. Acts iii; but 
the fruit of the threatning was only this; that they 
departed from the council rejoicing, and gloriſying 
God, that they were counted worthy to ſuffer for 
his name. Nero, Domitian, Trajan, and the other 
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perſecuting Emperors ſtrove in vain, to root out 
the principles, and profeſſors of Chriſtianity, even 
in the infancy of the New Teſtament church“; for, 
the more ſlaughter they made on the followers of the 


Lamb, ſo. much the more did their number in- 


creaſe, and the cauſe of the Lord profpered, 
The hiſtorys of theſe 1 furniſh os with many 88 


inſtances of this nature; by which the cruelty of perſecution and the 
noble ſpirit of martyrdom is, at one and the ſame time, diſplayed 


Polycarp, a famous champion for Chriſt, and diſciple to John, being 


required by the proconſul to deny Chiiſt, and aſſured, that there- 
upon he ſhould be diſcharged, nobly replied, Fourſcore and ſix years 
have I been bis ſervant, yet in all this time hath be not ſe much as once 
burt me ; how then may I ſpeak evil of my King and ſovereign Lord, 
which bath thus preſerved me?: Upon the proconſul's threatning 
him with fire, he ſaid, You threaten me with fire, which ſball burn for 
the ſpace of an bour, and ſhall be within a little after, put out and extin- 
guiſbed But why make you all theſe delays ? give me whatſoever 
death you pleaſe. Aud indeed, when the fire was kindled about him, 
ſome of his church then preſent ſaw this marvelous thing ; the fire, 
being like unto a vault or root of an houſe, and after the manner of 
a ſhipman's fail filled with the wind, compaſſed about the martyr, as 
with a certain wall, and he in the middle of the ſame, not as fleſ that 
burned, but as gold and ſilver when it is tried in che fire; they ſmelt 
alſo a ſavour ſo ſweet, as if myrrhe, or ſome other precious balm had 
given a ſcent. When they ſaw that his body could not be conſumed 
by fire, one thruſt him through. with a ſword ; which being done, ſo 
great a quantity of blood ran out of his body, that the fire was quench- 
ed therewith, | | 3 | 

Another famous inſtance of Chriſtian berci/m, I ſhall mention, in 
the caſe of Chryſoffome, who beiug ſevercly threatned by the Empreſs 
Endoxia, gave this anſwer ; go tell her, nil nift peccatum times, I feur 
nothing but ſin. And after the ſentence of baniſhment was paſſed a- 
gainſt him, upon his going forth of the city he ſaid, None of theſe 
things trouble me ; but 1 ſaid within myſelf, if the Queen will, let ber 


| baniſh me ; the earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof; if ſbe will 


let ber caſt me into the ſea, I will remember Jonah; if foe will, let her 


| Caſt me into a burning ficry furnace, or among wild beaſts, the three chil- 


dren and Daniel were fo dealt with; if ſbe will, let ber ſtoue me, or cut 
ne 5ead, I have Stephen and the Baptiſt my bleſſed companions ; if ſne 
will, let ber take away all my ſubjlance, Naked came I out of my mo- 
ther's womb, aud naked ſhall I return thither again. | 


For more inſtances of this kind, Sce Clarks martyrology, and Malls 
hiſt. of marty. epitomijzed, 
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w fhall 


ſeparate us, fays.a, ſacred writer, {Fo | 
the loue of God, that is in Chriſt Jeſus ? Neither "_ 


_ pleaſures of life, nor the pains of death; not trials 


felt, nor evils feared; not the height of proſperity, 
nor the depth of adverſity ; neither bonds, nor ba- 
niſhments; neither power, nor policy; no ſchemes 
of men, no devices of devils, can ever diſſolve that 
firm relation, which ſubſiſts between Chriſt and the 
believer. Who is acquainted with theſe hours of 
ſweet communion, which is the reſult of ſo happy 
an union, and would not chearfully maintain it, ei- 
ther in Daniel's den, in David's deſart, in Zeremiah's 
dungeon, or in the three Children's fiery furnace? 

"This intimate fellowſhip is pointed out, in ſcripture, 
by many excellent alluſions ; as that between a maſ- 
ter and a ſervant, a father and a fon, a bride and a 
bridegroom, a huſband and a ſpouſe, two dear 
friends, the head and the members, the root and the 


| branches, the foundation and the building: but how 


faint are the ſtrongeſt ſimilitudes, to expreſs the thing 
itſelf ? Death ſeparates betwixt the head and the mem- 


bers, the parent and the child, the huſband and the wife, 


death pulls aſunder the deareſt boſom friends, 
from the embraces of one another; the foundation 


and the houſe may be ſeparate, the branches may 


be cut off from the vine; and the ſoul itſelf bob 
depart from the body, for a ſeaſon: ay, but Go 

and the believer can never, never, never be ſeparate, 

through all the revolving ages of an everlaſting e- 
ternity +, CR „ 

How ſweet muſt that inward peace of conſcience 

| | p 


7 'Tis faid indeed 1 Cor. xv. 24. that there ſhall be a time, when 
Chriſt will deliver up the kingdom to his father; but the meaning is 


Hot, that ever he will ceaſe to be an head to his ſaints, or they from 


being his members: no, no, the relation never ceaſes: juſtification, 
adoption, and ſanctifcation are eveilaſting things, and the ſaints can 
never be diveſted of them, PFlavel. 


be, "which the Chriſtian poſſeſſes, under is foreſt 


trials! 2 Cor. 4. 12. Our rejoicing is this, the tefs * 


trmony 'of our -conſerence, As no laſhes can be more 
dreadful, than theſe woeful'ftings, that are raiſed 
#ive anguiſh, and torture with unutterable agony; 
ſo no joy or peace, which this world affords, can 
'ballanee the ſerene tranquillity of a good iconſci- 
'ence———In the times of [greateſt adverſity, he 
who enjoys this precious repoſe, poſſeſſes a rich 
Jewel, which the world can neither give him, mor 
take from him. A good conſeience turns a wilder - 
neſs into a paradiſe, poverty into riches, ſickneſs in- 
to health, weakneſs into ſtrength, bonds into liberty, 
and death into life. O how waluable this blefling® ! 
It is a friend in the'worſt af times, a ſupport under 
every difficulty, a ſword to defend, a ſtaff to bear 
up; a pillar of fire to lead, a Joſeph to nouriſh, and 
a Canaan to refreſh ; Prov. xv. It is a"continual 


Feaſt; not for a day, as Nabal's was ; nor for ſeven 


days as Sampſon's 6; nor for nine ſcore days as A- 


haſuers's +; but a perpetual feaſt of unexpreſſi- 
ble ſatisfaction and folace————It was this made 
| Moſes prefer the croſs of Chriſt, to the crown of 


Egypt; this made thoſe noble worthies, recorded in 


Heb. xi. more deſirous to die than to live t; "thisdt - 


was, that made the heroic army of martyrs, 'to'kiſs 


Some of the ancient fathers (if I rightly remember) Auguſtine 
ſpeaking of the Chriſtian's peace of conſcience,calls it, Thalamus Dai, 


palminm Chriſti, * babitaculum ſpirutus ſantti. 3 

2 1 Sam. XXV. 39. ; $4 

§ Judg. xiv. 12, c 

+ Efther 1.4. 5 226 2 

t The records of antiquity acquaiat vs th many ſuch. Chriſtias 
heroes; and the two laſt centurys bravght forth many inſtances of 
that nature, in the Britiſh ile The late, long and bloody perſecution, 


in Chartes l. 2d James Vite time, is fil of the moſt ſhocking 
| o : ; 2 un- 
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their ſtakes, to ſing in the flames and walk upon the 
burning coals, as if they had been a bed of roſes. 
O what an invaluable jewel is this, which men and 
Cevils cannot deprive the Chriſtian olf 
How often has the Lord ſecured his people, in the 
day of trial; and protected them from the reſent- 
ment of their enemies! Pſal. xxvii. 5. In the time 
of trouble, he hides them in his pavilion. Yes, O 
my ſoul, all the followers of the Lamb are hid in 
God's decrees--rhey are hid in Chriſt's wounds--rhey 
are hid in the chambers of divine providence. Even, 
when dangers are univerſally threatning devaſtation, 
the watchman of Iſrael protects them, as Neah in 
the ark, Lot in Zoar, Daniel in the lions den, and 
Fonah in the whale's belly The ſhepherd is never 
more careful of his flock, than when the lion threatens 
| | to 


unhuman and nnparalleled barbarities, that poſſibly hell or earth could 
conttive; while a ſpirit of patience, meekneſs, courage and boldneſs 
in the cauſe of truth, appeared moſt remarkably, as in the livgs, fo 
at the deaths of theſe noble cloud of witneſſes and martyrs for Chriſt, 
Let a few of their dying words bear witneſs to the truth thereof 
Upon the marquis of Argyle's taking leave of his friends, and 
going out to the ſcaffold, he ſaid, Come away gentlemen, be that goes 
firſt, goes cleaniieſt—— Memorable is that ſay ing of Mr. James Guthrie, 
upon his receiving ſentence of death, My Lords, may never this ſentence 
more affect you, than it does we, and let never my blood be required of the 
king's family—— Captain Govan, in bis laſt moments expreſſed him- 
{elf thus, The commiſſioner and I went out to the field together for one 
ecuſe ; I have now the cord about my neck, and be is promoted to be his 
mejefty*s commiſſioner, yet for a thouſand worlds, I wonld not exchange 
tots with bum, praiſe and glory be to Chriſt for ever ——- That great and 
valiant foldicr of Jes Us Mr. Donald Cargil, when going up the ladder 
to lis own execution, ſaid, The Lord knows, I go up this ladder with leſi 
fear and perturbation of mind, than ever 1 entered the pulpit to preach. 
And very remarkable were the words of that faithful and la- 
borious ſervant of Chriſt, Mr. James Renwick, who upon hearing the 
drum beat. immediately before he was brought from goal to the feaffold, 
_ ery'd in a tranſfort, Yonder the welcome warning to my marriage, the 

bridegroom is con ing. I am ready, I am ready, &c. | 


See Crookſpanks hiſt. 
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vo devour them, and the wolf lays ſnares to entrap 
The Lord himſelf is the Chriſtian's ſafeguard; 
and who can hinder his ſpiritual growth in grace, 
whom the Redeemer ſupplies, out of his own in- 
exhauſtable fulneſs? Naturaliſts obſerve, that fire 
caſts'the greateſt heat, in the winter (by an Anti- 
per iſtaſis) becauſe of the coldneſs in the ſurround- 
ing air; as by ihe repulſion of external cold, internal 
warmth becomes invigorate; nor have divines had 
leſs occaſion to obſerve, that, in the boſterous in- 
ter of a ſtormy perſecution, the fire of a holy zeal, 
uſually flames to the higheſt,and boils to the hotteſt 
pitch, - Tis frequently under the dark cloud of 
perſecution, that the ſaints' graces make the bright- 
eſt, and moſt ſplendid appearance. „ 
Chear up your hearts, ye heavenly champions, 
and let not your diſcouragements ſink your ſpirits. 
Say not under your trials, That, becauſe of theſe, the 
Lord is departed from you ; For he is oftimes nigheſt 
hand, when ye may apprehend him to be at a great 
diſtance. Gen. xxviii. 16. Surely the Lord is in 
this place, and I knew it not. The dear ſaints of 
God frequently have the Lord's preſence, remark- 
ably ſupporting them, when they are not ſufficient- 
ly affected with it. Job. ix. Lo, he goeth by me, 
and [ fee him not ; he paſſeth on alſo, but I perceive 
him not. Oh! how diſmal are the fruits of unbelief! 
it makes the diſconſolate combatant, oftumes to en- 
tertain hard notions of God, and harih apprehenſions 
of himſelf. A remarkable inſtance of this is afforded, 
in the caſe of Jonah, ii, ch. //aid, I am caſt out of 
thy ſight. But how fudden were the triumphs of a 
vigorous faith! Yet, {will look again towards thy _ 
haly temple. ; 85 
Under the trial, Srusx concludes a deliverance 
will never come; RrAsOx affirms, that it cannot 
come: 
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come; ay, but faith ſoars above both, and-reſuteg! 
the objections of both ſenſe and reaſon, with a hea- 
venly confidence; telling them, in contrary terms, 
It ſhall ſurely come. Does Fonah imagine that he 
is caſt out of God's ſight, and muſt inevitably plunge 
into the depth? Faru, might have argued thus, 
I regard not the tremenduous billows of a raging 
< ſea, I fear not the belly of hell, the whale's womb, 
„ where I now lie! am I concerned about the roar- 
ing wa ves, that now tumble and roll over me? No, 

__ as low and forlorn asI now am; tho' ſenſe and rea- 
* ſon thould think my difficulties unſupportable 
and inſurmountable; yet with a ſtrong faith, I 
will look again to his holy temple, and be ſaved. 
Beware then, O my ſoul, of building all thy comfort 

on ſenſe. God may be favourably preſent with the 
inward man, when the outward man is ſeverely 
dealt with. By miſtaking this, many of the ſaints 
mave given way to much doubting, not remem- 
bring, chat the Lord's ſupporting preſence upheld 
them, while his comforring preſence; could not be 
»diſcerned by them. Judg. vi. 12. The angel of 
the Lord appeared to Gideon, and ſaid to him, the 
Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour; 
and Gideon faid, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with 
us, why then is all this befallen us +? when the 
love · ſiek · ſpouſe is ready to faint, and to com- 
plain with the lamenting prophet, Lam. i. 6. The 
comforter, that ſhould relieve my ſoul, is far from 

n FF 


+ The Lord is with thee — The Targum here tranſlates.it, The word 
- of the Lord is thy belp. Whereby it appears, the ancient cus Jid not 
look upon this angel, mercly as an heavenly meſſenger ſent Frum God, 
but as God himſclf.— Tf God be with us, why then is all this befallen 
_ vs? Here the Targum makes Gideon's anſwer 30 have been this, 1s 
*teSCHECHINAH of the Lord our help? TV hence then | «th ail this 
. happened unto. us? Which paraphraſe ſhews that they took the word 
of the Lord to be the ſame with the SCHECHINAH of the Lord, 
* who had moſt gloriouſly appeared for their help.  Fainich. 


me; then Chrifther.affeQionate huſband; doth in-- 
circle her with amicable entertainment; ts left hand. 
is under her head, and his right hand doth embrace 


her; when ſhe degins to faint, her beloved puts in 


his hands under her — his hands that are ſofter 
than pillows of roſes, and ſtronger than pillars of 
marble, to ſupport and uphold her. Hence David 
ſays of the ri 
he fall, he ſhall not be utterly caſt down; for the. 
Lord upholdeth bim with his hand“: and with the 


| fame inſpired writer, may the diſconſolate Chriſtian' 


join, in his reaſoning, Why art thou caſt down,” 0 
my ſoul ? and why art thou diſquieted uithin me? 
Hope in God, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe * Wang 15 28 
lait oy my countenance, and. my God. 


MEDITATION vi. 


On the Sai nts H ea 1 Carvrſati 1 gps 
| 0 Earth. 


. ate HE day ie is gone, the 1 hat retched ous 
1 its curtains over our hemiſphere. How ſea- 
ſonable the opportunity that now offers, to-examine 


the converſation I have had throughout the day! 


an exerciſe io leſs neceſſary, than delightful to the 


faints; whoſe. conver/ation is in heaven! ſay then, 

my ſoul, has thy faith, thy hope, and thy love, been 

Ert on heavenly things: ? Thy thoughts, thy deſires, 
H + 


and 


is _ 30 e The Lore v pholdeth with his hand— Alluding to 
the tende 
has, i it een and ſupporting te weak and unwary clita, 
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teous man, Pſal. xxxvii. 24. Though: 
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r? care and concern, which: an affectionate mother or nurſe 
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and thy affections been ſettled above? 'Haſt thou 
been living in heart, will, and mind, under the laws 
of that heavenly city? An inſpired writer exhorts 
all the diſciples of Chriſt, Phil. i. 27. Let our 
converſation be, as becometh the: goſpel. It 1s thy 
unqueſtionable duty to walk every day, as becometh 
a citizen of the kingdom of God. 1 Pet: i. 25. As 
he who" hath called you is holy, = be 1 in all 
manner of converſation. 

Let it ſeem neither ridiculous, nor Ann that 
the; ſaints even while in the body, ſhould have their 
converſation in heaven here ſhould the members 
be converſant, but where the head is? Where ſhould 
the bride's affections be, but where the glorious bride - 
groom is, to whom her heart and ſoul is knit, by 
the ſtrongeſt bond? Vea, beyond all peradventure, 
the faint will ſay to Chriſt, as Ruth ſaid to Naomi, 
Ruth i. 16. Intreat me not to leave thee, or to re- 
turn from following after thee, for whither thou 
goeſt, I will go, and where thou lodgeſt, I will lodge, 
thy people ſhall be my people, and thy God my God. 

In a variety of reſpects, the ſaints maintain their 
converſation in heaven; are they not all aiming to- 
wards heaven, as their home ? Is not the great ſcope, iſ 
and the end of all their exerciſes, that they may be 
fitted for that glorious place, where the inhabitants 
ceaſe not for ever, to glorify God and the Lamb, 
2 Cor. iv. 18. Ie look not at the things which are 
feen; but at the things which are not ſcen; jor the i 
things that are ſeen ate temperal;but thethings which iÞ 
are not ſeen are eternal As friends who ww x 

| verſe 


+ N cr οοντοιe n. Tax Prenrawivea, GAA To kn SAH dαν-· 
The Greek word ce ſcems to allude to the practice of arch- 


ers, who ſtedfautly look at the merk they ſhoot at; Thus the Chri- 


tian's grand aim, aud ſcope, i in all his duties and cxerciſes, is to look | 


heavenward, while he {cjourns here upon cath, And indeed 
There's 


verſe together, act mutually for the comfort of one 
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another; ſo there is between Chriſt and the believer 
a mutual embracing, and opening of hearts, to each 


| other. The faints fellow/hip is with the father and 


with the ſen ; there is a mutual acting of the ſoul 
upon Chriſt, and of Chriſt upon the ſoul : the be- 


never is determined to ſurrender his heart to Chriſt, 


and Chriſt ſets his heart upon the believer. * 

The ſaints converſation muſt needs be in heaven; 
for *tis his conſtant care tq have his life ſquared, ac- 
cording to the inſtitution and laws of heaven. How 
often does he reaſon thus, with himſelf? The 
© devil, the world, and the fleſh; are now attemp- 
ting to engage me, in ſeeking the gratifications of 
* my luſts; but will the divine law juſtify my con- 
duct therein? Have I any warrant for com- 
* pliance therewith, from Chriſt my Lord, my Sa- 


| © viour and my guide? If not, how ſhall I do this, 


© and fin againſt God? Sometime ago indeed, my 
* depraved nature, and the corrupt company of the 
© world, were the only rule of my walk and conver- 
* fation ; yes, but now the caſe is altered ſince I be- 
* came acquainted with Chriſt; tho' I now live on 
* earth, yet my huſband and my treaſure is in hea- 
ven; by his laws am I guided, by his ſpirit directed, 
© by his grace changed, and I dare a& nothing, but 


according to the ſceptre and will of my beloved.” 


How ſoaring are the believer's thoughts and medi- 
| A e 


There's nothing earthly can allure his mind 
Wo keeps an heaven in view; 

V'ho with ambition unconhn'd 

A bliſs unbounded does purſue, 

L.1y crowns and fcepters at kis feet, 

Let riches, pleaſures, hongurs wait, 
And fondly court his fraile : 

He'd ſcorn the charms of ti:ings fo vain, 

Spurn them away with jod difdain, 


Nor count them worth his u hile. Cemempt of the world. 


r 
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rations! they cannot centre in any object, until they 
reach heaven itſelf. It was an excellent ſaying of Da- 


vid, when I awake, I am ſtill with thee | And 8 
indeed, his heart cannot miſs to be where his treaſure 


is. How ſmall a ſpace of time can paſs, but he muſt 
have ſome ſweet converſe with heaven, ſome reflexi- 
ons upon heaven and heavenly things !—ſays an a- 
poſtle, F ye then be riſen with Chriſt—ſet your affece 


tion, on things above, and not on things on the earth}, i 


Our affeQtions are precious, and ought therefore to be 
ſet upon precious objects: what a ſhame is it for any 
of Chriſt's ſoldiers, to ſet their affections on the pe- 
riſhing things of aworld ; ſince we have a gracious 
God, a ſoul-ſatisfying Chriſt, a kingdom of glory, 
thrones of glory, robes of glory, ſcepters of glory, 
palms of glory, and a heaven that is full of glory, 
to ſet our hearts upon, and which the ſaints ſhall 
without interruption enjoy, 'when their ſhort night 
of affliction is turned to an eternal day of joy and 
delight? how unbecoming is it for an heir of heaven 
to glue his heart to dung, droſs and vanity, while 
Cunts r his king is demanding it !—Nay,my ſoul, tho 
this crazy body is grovelling along the coaſts of mor- 
tality; be it thy buſineſs, to ſupport a ſpiritual traf- 
fick with heaven——Not for trifles, or periſhing 
things, but for the pearl of great price, for God 
bimiel, for matchleſs Chriſt, and for eternal glory. 
——T he price of purchaſe is the invaluable blood of 
Jeſus; do thou claim it by faith; for a Redeemer's 
blood is of infinite worth, to purchaſe all thou canſt 
deſire, or ſtand in need of. = : 


Muſt not the ſaints have their converſation in hea- 
ven ; fince they are the workmanſhip of the God of 
heaven? Their bodies are indeed of the earth, earth- 
ly; but the foul is a heavenly ſubſtance, brought in- 
fo being by the breath of the almighty, Gen. ii. 7, 2 

C51 if 


þ Plal cxxxix. 19. „„ 


Meditations and Reaſoni nos. 101 


God breathed into his noſtrils the breath of li fe, and 
he became a living ſoul. The human ſoul is of a 


noble extract and original, although by our woe- 
ful apoſtacy in the firſt of men, the ſoul as well as 
the body is become polluted, and all irs faculties o- 
verſpread with natural corruption. And when the 
Lord works grace in the heart, the ſoul then begins 
to know its own pedigree, and looks on all things 
below as vile and corruptible, as too mean for fuch 
an excellent being to take up with T. Then it be- 
gins to ſoar aloft, and contemplate things ſuitable 
to itſelf; like a child that is of royal birth and pro- 


| geny, if tranſported into a foreign kingdom, and 


there uſed, as a flave, to rake conduits; while he 
remains there, and knows not his own original, he 
minds nothing, but to go about ſlaviſh and ſervile 
work; to feed upon huſks, and among the ſwine; 
but when once he comes to know, that he is defcend- 
ed from ſo noble a family, that he is heir to ſuch a 
king, and prince of ſuch a kingdom ; oh, what a 
change and alteration immediately commences in 
his thoughts, affection and mind; he then begins 
to think of the rich entertainment that is in father's 
houſe ; and is ready to cry out, O that I were 
in mine own country, and at my father's court; 
but even while I am on the way home, I muſt 
* take care, that my converſation and deportment 
By 3 ; be 


1 — For from the birth 
Of mortal man, the ſoverripn Maker Lid, 
That not in humble or in brief delight, 
Not in the fading cchoes of renown, 
© Pow'r's purple robes, or. pleaſure's fury lap, 
© The ſoul ſhould find ery yn.ent: but from theſe 
* Turning diſdainful to an «qual good, 
l Through all th? aſcent of ti ings inlarge her view, 
Till ev'ry bound at length ſhould diſappear, 


2 And inſinite per feclion Ulole the ſcene. 
Lenſi. t rg res of mags 
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be ſuch, as becometh my father's ſon.'——— Thus 
it is with the ſouls of men; they came from the 
hand of God the great king of heaven, pure and 
holy ; and although by the fall, they became ſlaves 
to lin; yet when the Lord begins a work of conver- 
ſion in the ſoul, then che man diſcerns its noble o- 
riginal, and may be ſuppoſed thus to accoſt himſelf, 
Yes I am from on high, this noble———this im- 
mortal foul is capable of communion with its Ma- 
ker, both here and hereafter : why then ſhould I 
{et my heart on earthly things? Let my converſa- 
1 tion be in heaven, from whence I look for a Sa- 
1 mor. | HIS | __ 
| Believers, are not your beſt and moſt precious 
1 jewels in heaven ; and where then can your conver- 
ji  fation poſlibly be? Yes, your father is in heaven, 
your Savicur is in heaven; thither he hath aſcend- 
3 ed, and fits at the right hand of God; the Spirit, 
that ſanctifies you, is in heaven; your hu¹ſhand is in 
heaven; your elder. brother is in heaven; your king 
is in heaven; your 7rea/ure is in heaven; and all that 
your ſouls long for, is in heaven ; and why ſhould 
not your converſation be there alſo? = 
You are marching towards heaven, even while 
you ſojourn upon earth ; heaven 1s the place that 
ere long, ye will poſſeſs ! in this world ye are to 
remain only for a while, but heaven will be the place, 
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1 of your reſidence and abode for evermore, 1 Theſſ. 
1 iv. 17. Ye hall be caught up into the clouds, to 
Fi meet the Lend in the air, and fhall be eternally with 
14 him, 


{ Nay the ſpiritual life ſtill be my care: 
Tow'rds thee my God, and CHRIST my Saviour dear, 
May my z ffeclions daily wing their way, 
Tilt dying, thes, I ſhall be heerd to ſay, 
travel not, now in an unknown road, 
* This is the path whici oft before, I've trod: 
go to Go, to JESUS! I go i ome: 
The welcome, long xprcted hour is come.“ ey | 
Spir.tual Liſe. 


id in Zion. Nay, the Lord aste er: hich of heaven 
es to the ſaints, even in this valley of tears, Luke xvil. 
r- 21. The kingdom of heaven is within them 3- and 
o- thereby they know, that they have a better and mote 
lf, enduring ſubſtance, than this world can afford them. 
n- Here muſt I indeed reſolve to reſide, until my earth -· 
a- ly houſe of this tabernacle be diſſolved; but know, 
my foul, this is no continuing city, thou muſt look 
a- for one to come, a city not made with hands, but e- 
a- ternal in the heavens, whoſe builder and maker ix 
God. An emblem of thy tranſitory abode here was 
us early given, in the caſe of the ancient patriarchs, 
Go who dwelt in tents ; counting themſelves pilgrins 
n, on earth, gueſts that were only to lodge in an inn“, 
d- for a night This world is but a ſhade of mortality, 
it, W where the ungodly, who fulfill their laſts, ſwarm like 
in ſo many graſhoppers, about the ſaints. No wonder 
ng chen, that the apoſtle groaned in ſpirit, and delired. 
at to depart, and be with Chriſt. O happy journeyers? 
11d who are ſet out for the glorious place yyhere 
Jzsuvs dwells, and happy they, who, while they go 


ile forward themſelves, embrace every opportunity 
nat to direct others on the way! oh, that my pen might 
to drop a word, this evening, that could be, not only 
ce, W uſeful to my ſelf, but a mean of help and aſſiſtance 
ell. WW to my fellow-travellers, on the road! „ 
to Why then, who ever would maintain a heavenly 
«ty Th < ä 
n, | | 


The church militant, the place of the ſaints abode here below, 
is as an inn in ſeve ral reſpects, as (1.)An inn is ſet apart for that very 
purpoſe, and diilinguiſhed from other houſes of entertainment; ſo the 
church is ſelected from the reit of the world, Numb. xxvi. 9. Lo, the 
people ſnall dwell alone, and foal not fe reckened among the nations, (2) 

An inn ſtands in ſome open place, that it may be obvious to every 
paſſenger; ſo the church is like a city Fui.'t upon an biil. (3) Bows 
ever open to publick view an inn ſtands, yet can it not be diſcerned 
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converſation upon earth, muſt, on his journey, improve 
all ſeaſons for heavenly exerciſes. With how much 
warmth does a prophet, ſpeaking in the Lord's name, 
call men to this? Iſa. lv. 13. Ho, every one that 
thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money, come ye, buy and eat, yea come buy wine and 
milk, without money, and without price. 2 Cor. vi, 
2. Behold now ts the accepted time, behold now is 
the day of /alvation——W hile Chriſt's heraulds are 
calling, and men are living under the droppings of 
this heavenly language; O that they would now 
improve it !—Let ſuch as have hitherto diſregarded W 
heaven's entreaties, in the miniſtry of the word — 
Let them now hearken to wiſdom's voice, which cry- 
eth in the openings of the gate, How long, ye ſimple 
ones, will ye love ſimplicity ® And the ſcorners de- 
light in their ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge ? 
—— Unto you, O men [call, and my wozce is to the 
ſons of men. © ye ſimple, under ſtand wiſdom, and ye 
fools, be ye of an underſtanding heart. Yes, O triffler, 
Chriſt Jeſus is yet calling, mercy. is ſtill entreating, 
love is beſeeching, patience is inviting; Oh then be 


Per- 


dy a blind man even in the day time; and the moſt wary and notic- 
ing traveller may loſe ſight of it, in a dark and cloudy night; fo un- 
regenerate men (who are ſpiritually blind) cannot diſcern the beauty 
of the church, in her moſt flouriſhing ſraſons; and ſometimes ſhe is 16 
overclouded, as to outreach the fight of E!:;jab, who could not ſee ont 
but himſelf, when the Lord had ſeven thouland who had not bowed 
their knee to Baal. (4) An inn is a place of entertainment for per- 
fons of different orders and rank; fo in the church are (ome of the 
different nations and characters in the world ; There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither mate nor female ; 
for ye are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. Gal. iii. 28. (s.) An inn is 
a place here men lodge only for a night, and reſolve not to make 

a long abode in; ſo this world is a place, in which men are but 3s 
ſtrangers and pilgrims; *tis not the ſaints home, from hence they 
will quickly paſs, and leave the church militant, to join that bleſſkd 
ſociety of the church triumphant abdye, there to live and reign for 
evcr and ever, . 


8 


* warmly recommended him?” 


| Meditations and Reaſonings. 195 


gerfuaded; to lay hold on this opportunity, leſt a 
bother ſach-ſhould never again offer. 


How. hurtful to a heavenly 8 is the 
reſting in a formality of duties! many under the 


common enlightnings of conſcience, may be ſtirred 
up to go a round of external duties; who, thro? the 


ſuggeſtions of Satan, and the corruption of nature, 
are inſtantly tempted to think and ſay, Now my duty 
is done, my taſk is over, and what needs more] Ah 
2 what haſt thou done? unprofitable ſervant 1 

ou haſt not done the half, nor the thouſandth part, 


of what thou oughteſt to have done! where haſt thou 


been! hath thy ſoul been in heaven with God? Haſt 
thou had any communion and intercourſe with the 
father, and the ſon, and holy Ghoſt in thy duties? Oh, 
beware of formality, beware of reſting upon external 
performances, How neceſſary is it for the Chriſtian, 
to interrogate himſelf, after holy exerciſes My 
heart, waſt thou in heaven, when my knees were 
© bowed at prayer, and my lips opened in praiſe ? 
My atfeQions, were ye in heaven, when I heard 
* ſuch a ſermon ? My deſires, were ye ſoaring and 
flying upward after Chriſt, when the miniſter fo 
: Such enquiries, af- 
ter every duty, might be helpful means, to ſupport a 
heavenly converſation upon earth. 

See Jesvs, who was lately hanging on the croſs, 
now litting on the throne— Behold him, who 
for the joy that was ſet before him, endured the 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down on the 
right hand of the throne of God. Heb. xil. 2. 


—Chriſt on the croſs, and Chriſt on the throne, 
are the objects which the ſaints earneſtly deſire to 
behold; and indeed, as the one points him out to 
be the author, ſo the othcr manifeſts bim to be the 


Hude er 
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Finiſher of our faith +, He loved vs, and gave him- | 
ſelf for us, a ſacrifice on the croſs; and he has pro. 
miſed to bim that overcometh, will grant to ſit” 
with me in my throne, even as J alſo overcame, ant 
am ſet down with my father in his throne, Rev. iii. 
21. And will not a fight of Chriſt's croſs, and a fight 
of Chriſt's throne elevate the ſaints affections, and 
make their converſation heavenly? 4 

Nor is it leſs neceſſary, O my ſoul, to obſerve the 
motions of the holy Spirit, and to follow after the 
dictates thereof; for this end, Chriſt aſcended up 
on high, that he might ſend the Comforter, and that 
the influences of the heavenly Dove might bring 
many ſouls to ſalvation. Tea, this is the very living 
principle, by which men muſt move or aſcend hea- 
venward. Beware then, O beware of quenching 
its motions, or reſiſting its operations . 

Take heed, my ſoul, of ſuffering thyſelf to be too 
deeply entangled, with the things of this world 
A heavenly converſation, and an immoderate gro- 
n after earthly purſuits, are ſo ſlated oppoſites ; 

that 


+ approve xa THEuoTYS vit. Dux et cenſummator fide, non, 
tantum merico, led ct «fhicacis, quia, ut eſt Author fidei, eſt etiam 
ejus conſcrvator, qui illum verbo ct ſpiritu in nobis productam, 
contirmat perſervantiae dono et tuetur adverſus omnes tentationes, et 
tandem per ficit et complet gloriac et immortalitatis corona, 
| Turettin; 
t Tis a divine command, Quench rot the ſpirit. Theſſ. v. 19. — 
There is much elegancy in the metaphor; as tire is enlightning, warm- 
ing. and conſuming ; ſo the ſpirit is compared to the: fire, in theſe 
and other re ſpects, it enlightens the underſtanding, warms the affecli- 
ons, and deſtroys the cortuptions in the heart. How dangerous and 
iniquous mult it then be, to neglect, ſuppreſs, or quench the moti- 
ons of the holy ſpirit ; and thereby ſet owſelves in op poſition to the 
current of divine grace; and for which the Lord was, iu former ages, 
provoked to utter the awful threatning, Lev. xxvi. Aud if ye awalk 
£ontrary unſs me, end will net bearken unts me ; I ail hing feren limes 
more plaguzs according t9 ht ius. 
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that, the one is a plain evidence of our adoption, a- 
mong the ſons of God; while the other teſtifies, 
that we are yet ſtrangers to grace; 1 John ii. 15« 
if any man love the world, the. love of the father is 
og OE, we a OB ITO 
Get up, O ye fortunate travellers; and, while on 
your journey, appear as champions of heaven, wreſt= 
ling againſt all the aſſaults of the devil; that until 
you have finiſhed your warfare, ye may continue 
ſtedfaſt, and even on your thorny way, may join in 
your meditations, with that noble ſoldier, who has 
long ſince got the victory, but in the day of his 
warfare ſaid, 2 Cor. iv. 8; We are troubled on e- 
very ſide, yet not diſtreſſed ; we are perplexed, but 
not in deſpair ; perſecuted, but not | forſaken'; caſt 
down but not deſtroyed ———— Thus, by ſhewing 
yourſelves ſuch valiant ſoldiers, ye will demon- 
ſtrate, that ye. walk not ſimply as men, but as men 
of God, and warriors of heaven—ye muſt look for 
fightings without, and wreſtlings within, while on 


your road; and indeed, if ye wanted ſuch trials and 


chaſtiſements, it would be a ſign that ye were baſ- 
tards, and not ſons, Heb. xii. 8. Take unto you 
therefore, the panoply——the compleat armour of 
God; by which ye will be ſure to quit yourſelves 
like men, and to quench all the fiery darts of the 
devil Though ye ſhould ſuffer for a little, yet 
muſt ye again ſet out, until, with Michael, ye pre- 
vail againſt this bloody dragon, that now ſtrives to 
tempt and diſtreſs you. e HR EY 
With what juſt propriety is the ſaints converſati- 
on compared, to men walking on a journey They 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, Rom, 
viii. 1. There is an analogy between the ſaints lis 
ving, and a traveller's waiking. 
Some travellers are ignorant of the road, and in- 


quire for the beſt, the ſafeſt, and the neareſt Ir 
| lo, 


3 
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fo, if the chriſtian inquires for the way of merit, 1 
is Chriſt; if for the rule of obedience, it is the law; 
and if he would ſhun many by-paths, and dange 1 
rous ways, he muſt ſearch the Scriptures Travel 
lers deſire to have good companions on the jeurney; 
they are loath to go alone, and yet more ſo, to 

—— with bad company, as thieves, robbers &c; 
fo the chriſtian muſt beware of dangerous compani- 
ons; fer evil company corrupts good manners t. Oh 
how wary muſt the ſaint be, leſt he come to ſuffer 
by the company of common ſwearers, drunkards, 
lyars, whoremongers, ſabbath-breakers, ſelf-righte- 
ous ones, and all who would pervert the goſpel of 
Chriſt ; theſe will ſtrive to turn him aſide from the 
ſtraigbt way; and therefore whoever would proſe- 


gute a journey heavenward, had need to make up 


his acquaintance with the ſaints, the excellent ones 
of the earth. Travellers want much a good and ſure 
guide, thro' an unhoſpitable wilderneſs ; fo does he 
that would ſafely travel to heaven, thro! this deceit- 
ful world; and as two guides, the fieſh and the 
ſpirit, will offer themſelves unto him, he had need 
to be wiſe and cautious in his choice ; the eunuch 
underſtood not, without an interpreter, Acts 8. nor 
will the chriſtian walk without a guide; and it is 
_—_ ſpirit that opens up the myſteries of the word of 
G 
Travellers don't clogg themſelves with ſuperfluous 
and unneceſſary burdens, bur carry only what is re- 


| Co for their j Journey; m r muſt the chriſtian o- 


ver- 


"2 It was one of the rules of Epictetus Philoſophy, « Decline all pub- 
* Jick entertainments, and mixed companies; but if any cxtraordinary 
* occaſion call you to them, keep a ſtrict guard upon yourlſclf, leſt 


you be infected with rude and vulgar converſation ; for know, that 


though a man be never ſo clear limiclf, yet by frequenting com- 
pany that are tainted, he will of neceſſity contract ſome pollution 
from then? 
- Stanhope" 3 Epititus 
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verload himſelf with the unneceſſary cares and eon 
cerns of this world, otherwiſe he will obſtruct his 
own. progreſs, and retard his motion on the road. 
The traveller provides himſelf in good weapons, in 
caſe of danger by the way; ſo muſt the Chriſtian, 
whoſe ordinary weapons are a ſword, and a ſtaff; 
and fazth ſerves for both. The road to heaven is 
hedged in, with many dangers and difficulties; in 
ſome corner or other, the ſpiritual travellers will not 
readily fail to meet with that implacable adverſary 
the devil, who labours inceſſantly to take from them 
that ſtock of grace, which ſupplys them on their way 
to glory; and the beſt weapon wherewith to fight 
him, is faith. Faith alſo ſerves for a ſtaff, to reſt u- 
pon. 1 Johns. 4. This is the victory, that overcoms 
eth the world, even our faith. — Faith is a weapon 
offenſive, 7am. 4. 7. Reſiſt the devil, and he will fly 
from you. Tis likewiſe defer/rve, Eph. 6. 16. Above 
all take the ſhield of faith, wherewtzth ye ſhall be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. Faith is 
to the believer, what the nurſe's hand is to the ten- 
der infant. An aged infirm man will not venture 
to ſtir without doors, wanting his ſtaff; fo, with 
out faith, the Chriſtian could never hold out, on his 


| journey to heaven : while Peter kept faith in his 


heart, he walked ſafely on the waters; but when 


that began to fail, he began alſo to ſink, and faint, 


Travellers that walk on foot, had need to have 
their feet guarded, leſt being wounded by the ſharp- 
neſs of ſtones, or thorns, they be obliged to haltby 


the way; fo, the heavenly journeyer, being to tread 


upon thorns and burning coals, muſt have his feet 
ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of peace, Eph. 
6. 15. Firmly reſolved thro? grace, that come fire 


| or ſword, he will ſteer forward in his courſe. H/. 


119. 1 have fworn, and will perform it, that I wall 
keep thy rightcans judgments, — Travellers carry a- 
: long 


warn io es 7 ISS er 
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long proviſions and cordials, to cheer them up, in! 
caſe of fainting on the road; ſo, when the believ. 
ers ſpirits begin to languiſh, the waters of life, and 
the floods of evangelical repentance are excellent 
cordials to recover them; and to confirm his reſo- 
lution and aſſurance.—— Travellers muſt not reſt any 
longer, than what is neceſſary for their refreſhment, 
in int or other places by the way; nor muſt the 
believer ſtand gazing around him, on the things of 
this world, leſt the Lord reprove him and ſay, #hy 
ftand ye here, all the day idle? No, he mult be e. 
ver preſſing forward, on his heavenly journey, Re. 
Joycing to run the race, that is ſet before him. 
Travellers will be frequently calculating, how much 
of the way they have made; and by that means will 
know, how diligent they have been on the journey ; 
fo, the chriſtian is often employed, in taking a re- 
troſpe& view of his bygone time, and inquiring, 
how it has been improved; and, the more he has 
loitred away of the paſt part, the greater need he 
has to double diligence, in time to come, and to be 
importunate in crying, with the inſpired Pſalmiſt, 
Lord, teach us ſo to number our days, that we may 
apply aur hearts to wiſdom + Pſ. go. TIN 
Go on, my foul, leaning upon thy beloved * - 
£40 ot preſs 


Since we can die but once, and after death 
Our State no alteration knows, 
But when we have reſign'd our breath, 
Th? immortal ſpirit goes 
To endleſs joys; or everlaſting woes: 
Wiſe is the man who labours to ſecure 
That mighty and important ſtake; 
And, by all methods ſtrives to make 
His paſlage late, and his reception ſure. mee | 
| | Pomfret. 
* This ſeripture phraſe is applied to the Spouſe Cant. 8. 5. Ybo.is 
this that cometh up from the wilderneſs leaning {according to the LXX 
_ ©9nfrazng or H ren gibening herſelt] upon her be:cved ; and is oppoſed to 
| | that 
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preſs PE: on avs 5 eee 4 and give 
no more of thy affections to earthly objects, than 
the traveller does of his, to the different countrys 
and towns he, paſſes through; but let thy heart be 
ever ſet. on thy native home. Haſt thou hitherto 
been too much cumbered, about a multiplicity of 
worldly concerns; and. thy weakneſs yielded too 
much, to aſſaulting temptations; have thy affections 
been divided betwixt heaven and earth'? Let, the 
very ſenſible. feeling of thine own weakneſs and in- 
irmity, the real knowledge and bearty acknowledge= 
ment of ſo much, is a good evidence. It was the 
ying of an eminent traveller, F/. 32. F. 1,/aid, I 
will confeſs my tranſgreſſtons unto the Lord, and thou 
fargaveſ/t the iniquity of my fin. He who opens the 
eyes to behold, and the heart to acknowledge thy 
inful imperfections, is alſo - gracious, and ready to 
pardon, for his own Sox's ſake —— Haſt thou "Fel 
but the very ſeeds and beginnings of ſaving grace? 
he that hath begun a good work will not fail to per- 
ſect it, until the day — our Lord Feſus Chriſt: he 
will cauſe theſe holy ſeeds, to bring forth their fruit, 
in due ſeaſon. Go on then, and proſper in thy 
rr z ond may the mighty God of Jacob, de with | 


Oh miſerable! unſpeakably miſerable hes mans 
whoſe converſation is leading him to the pit of e- 
ternal ruin, and deſtruction! ſtop, ſinner, ſtop thy 
career, if thou art wiſe, | before it be too late 
Now, art thou walking after the fleſh, deſpiſing the 
law, and authority of heaven, yielding thyſelf cap- 
tive to the law of ſin, reſting thy aftecipns on things 

below, 


that of leaning lo our own 5 Prov. iii. 5. And indeed altoogh 
the believer has no ſtrength of his own to proſecute his heavenly jour- 
ney; yet in a dependence upon him, who is the power of Ged, ord 
the ftrenzth of Hrael, he may go on cheerfully, ſaying with Paul, 4 
can de all things, through CFA * ne. | 
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below, and never minding things that are above; 
and this courſe of thine teſtifys, that thou haſt never 
ſet out, on the road to heaven; and the way in 
which thou walkeſt will inevitably lead thee to hell, 
if thou perſevere on thy preſent road. Therefore 
I counſel rhee, ſinner, to yield up thy ſelf to be ru. 
led and governed by him, of whom thou haft hither. Il 
to been ſaying, we wzll not have this man to reign o. 
Der us. ** e eee 
- Ye have made choice of him, believers; ye have 
taken Chriſt for your prophet to lead you, your 
prieſt ſacrificed for you, and your king to govern 
vou; unto you then, O expectants of heaven, I 
proclaim peace in his name peace with God, Fa · 
ther, Son, and holy Ghoſt ; which in the language of 
inſpiration, is called Reconciliation, Rom. 5. 1. Be- 
ing juſtified by grace, ye have peace with God, thro. 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ——Peace with all the ange - 
cal tribes; who are miniftring ſpirits, Sent forth to 
miniſter unto them, who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation, 
Heb. 1. 14. — Be at peace then, O ye ſaints, be at 
peace among your ſelves; before ye believed, ye 
were like wolves or cocatrices, but now ye belong 
to Chriſt's peaceable kingdom ; therefore put off fa- 
vage nature, and maintain peace, one with another; 
this peace was prefigured, by that of the wild and 
tame beafts dwelling together. Ja. xi 6. 9. The 
wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
all lie down with the kid: and the calf and the 
young lion, and the fatling together, and a little child 
fhall lead them. And the cow and the bear ſhall feed, 
their young ones ſhall lie down together : and the 
lien ſhall eat ſtraw like the cx. And the ſucking. 
child ſhall play on the hole of the aſp, and the wean- 
ed child ſhall put bis hand on the cocatrices den. 
They ſhall not hurt ner deſtroy in all my holy moun- 
; | fan, 


| were of one heart, and of one ſoul. 
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tein. . And 'tis recorded of the new Teſtament 
faints, Acts 4. 32. The multitude of them that believed 


* 


Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whoſe mind 


| is ſtayed upon thee. Iſa. 26.3. Let my ſoul be ſtayed 


upon him upon him, before whom the mountains 
melt away, and the rocks difſolve at his preſence. Let 
my deſires be ever ſent out in a holy ſubmiſſion to 
him, whoſe providence extendeth itſelf to every be- 
ing, and wiſely ordereth all the ſtates and conditions 
of life, and makes the whole to conſpire, in a ſacred 
harmony, to promote the believer's journey—even 
à tree loſeth not a leaf, the air loſeth not a bird, nor 
can the head loſe a ſingle hair, without a permiſſion 
from the ſupreme Ruler of the univerſe + oh, 
that every of the Lord's ſaints would copy the pat- 


| tern of old Eli; who, under a ſmarting rod, ex- 


preſſed his ſubmiſſive ſentiments 1 Sam. 3. It zs the 
EE. Tora, 


The lambs with wolves ſhall graze the verdant mead, 
And boys in flow'ry banks the tyger lead ; 
The ſteer and lion at one crib ſha!l meet, 
And harmleſs ſerpents lick the pilgrim's feet. 
The ſmiling infant in his hand ſhall take 
The creſted baſilisk and ſpeckled ſnake ; 
Pleas'd the green luſtre of the ſcales ſurvey, | 
And with their forky tongue ſhall innocently play. | 

The MEsS1AH In Imita. of Virg. Polis. 

+ This dactrine of divine providence, which concerns itſelf about 
the meaneſt creature, is preached by our Lord, and uſed as an argu- 
ment with his diſciples, to fortify their minds againſt diſtracting cares 
or laviſh fears. Matth. 10. 29. Are not 1<v6 ſparrows fold for a farthihg ? 
and one of them ſhall nat fall to the ground without your father. ver. 30. 
But the very hairs cf your head are all numbred. Epicurus, Diagoras, 
Cc. and their infatuate adherents fell into the moſt abſurd and extra- 
vagant notions concerning providence ; looking upon it as below the 
notice of the Divine Majeity, to have the government of every the 
moſt abject creature, in his own. hand, they concluded that all ſublu- 
nary things were managed by a blind goddeſs, fortune, chance, or ſto- | 
eat fate, This heatheniſh goddeſs (Fortune) was repreſented by the 
image of a woman, fitting ſometimes upon a ball, and ſometimes upon 

| | a Wheel, 
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Lord, let him do what ſcemeth him good. How ſoon, W 
ye ſaints, would ſuch an holy diſpoſition of mind dry W 
up all the tears, ſtay all the ſighs, and ſuppreſs al . 
the eee that often attend you on your hea- 
venly ) Journey ! 

Whence that reſtleſs diſquietude, which prevails 
among the wicked, in their different ſituations of 
life; but * their minds are not ſtayed 851 

. 


2 wheel, having with her a razor, bearing in ber right hand the ſtem 
of a ſhip, and 10 her left hand the horn of abundance: by the razar 
they gave her blind votarics to underſtand, that, at her pleaſure ſhe 
can cut off, and end their happineſs or proſperity : by the ball or wheel 
that the is very prone to volubility and change; by the ſtern in her 
right hand, that the whole courſe of their lives was under her go- 
vernment ; and by the horn of abundance in ber left hand, that all 
our plenty i is from her. — Yet this groſs and palpable idolatry of the 
Gentiles was diſclaimed, by the wiſer among them, as moſt ridiculous 
and abſurd; and teſtimonics for a divinè providence may be gathered 
from the* writings of Plato, Cicers, Ariſtotle, Seneca &c. the laſt of 
whom viz. Seneca lb. 2. Nat. Qu. cap. 45. callcth God Cuftodem, 
rectaremque uni derſi, animum et ſpiritum, mundani hujus operts dominun 
et art cem cui nomen omne convenit. Vis illum fatum vocare, non erra- 
bis. Hic eſt, ex quo ſuſpenſa ſunt omnia, cauſa | cauſarum. Vis illum 
Providentiam dicere ? rette dices. Eft enim bujus concilio buic mundi 
providetur, ut in concuſſus cat, et actus ſuos explicet.— Put chriſtians 
have a more ſure word of prophecy, and there we find the ſuperintend- 
ency, rule, and dominion of the univerſe, aſcribed only to Go p. Rows 
ever accidentally the fiſh, that ſwallowed Jonah, may ſeem to have at- 
rived to that place; the ſcriptures aſſure us, that the Lord had pre- 
pared @ great fiſb, for that very end, Jonab I. 17. And concerning the 
form which drove the pilots to their extremity, the prophet himſelf faith 
Chap. 1. ver. 12 Ihe that for my ſake this great tempeſt is upon vo. 
However contigenily the fiſh which Peter took, might ſeem to come 
to the angle, yet he brought in his month the tribute money, which 
Peter paid for his Lord, and for himſelf, Math. 17 27. —— However 
accidental it might ſcem, that, whey Joſeph's brethren were reaſoning 
among themſelves how to diſpatch him, the merchants who bought 
him, then peſſed by, yet, ſays Joſeph himſelf afterwards unto bis 
brethren, It was not you that brought me hither, but God. Gen. 48. 8. 
But (rot to multiply inſtances of this kind) what can appear more 
caſual than lot: cry * ? vet Solomon tells vs, Prov. 16. 33. The lu i 
caſt into the lap © but the whole diſpoling thereof is of the Lord. 
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God? Ye men of wiſdom and learning, who are 


perpetually ploding, on philoſophic themes your 


ſtudy is truely valuable; but whence is it, that all 


your parts and proficiencies cannot diſpell your ma- 
ny anxious, and fretting cares? becauſe your conver- 

ſation is not in heaven. — Ye men of riches and ho- 
nour, that poſſeſs immenſe fortunes, and yet are ſtill 
inſatiably thirſting after more — either the objects 
ye purſue are not proportionable to the ſoul, as 
ſound is to the ear, and collour to the eye; or elſe, 


' theſe objects are unable to equalize the deſires of 


your immortal ſouls; you are ever reſtleſs, till this, 
that, or the other project i is ſet about, and no ſoon- 
er is one diſpatched, than another hurrys on. —— _ 
True, a becoming induſtry in your worldly buſineſs, 

is not to be checked but recommended; but if, in- 
deed, ye would expect to proſper, haſte; oh haſte to 
enrich yourſelves, with the pearl of great price — 
ye children of poverty, come here, and haveall your 
wants ſupplied, there is enough for you alſo. 

Be it thy conſtant buſineſs, O my ſoul—be it thy 
important concern, firſt to ſeek the kingdom of hea- 
yen, and then all things elſe will be added thereunto: 
and while I'm purſuing a heavenly converſation, 
may my deſire and delight be, to have the expec- 
tants of glory, as my daily companions, and Chriſt 
bimſelf as my only ſure and n * Amen 
and Amen. | 
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MEDITATION IX. 


On the Reſurreclion of the Dead. 


r Wore Foy 2 9 — ran * 5 
. - — . 2 0 - * 
— 1 7 a $1.5" 1 — ahi, 


TV HE fun has lifted up his head, and now diffu- 
ſes his ſplendid rays. But lo, the ſun of 
righteouſneſs will ere long appear, to ſummon e- 
very one to anſwer, at his tremenduous tribunal : 
and then every grave muſt ſurrender its priſoner -— 
And will this crazy body lodge for a while in the 
1 grave? Yes, only for a while, and not for ever, 
HH ſhall the grave retain its priſoner. The dead ſhall 
19 be raiſed up, — The wicked muſt ariſe, to receive 
an irrevocable doom of horror and miſery ; and, the 
bodies of the ſaints ſhall ariſe, out of their long ſleep 
in the duſt. How ſurpriſing is it, that ever men 
have been ſtupifyed into ſuch a deluſion, as to deny 
a reſurrection of the dead! how is it poſſible to con- 
ceive of that glorious change, which will be wrought 
upon the bodys of the ſaints, if they were not to be 
railed up? Fob. 19. 25, 26. 1 know that my re- 
diecmer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand, at the latter 
day, upon the earth. And thy after my ſkin, worms 
deftroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. Dan. 
12. 2. Many that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 
awake.John 5. 28, 29. The hour is coming, in whict i 
all that are in the graves ſball hear his voice, ani 
ſhall come forth. 
+ How clearly is this truth taught, by the ſupreme 
judge himſelf? Matth. 22. 31, 32. Chriſt reaſoned 
thus 
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thus againſt the Sadducees, who, among other of 
their errors, deny a reſurrection, Have ye not read 
what Cod himſelf ſaid, I am the God of Abraham, of 
Iſaac, and of Jacob; + God is not God of the dead, 

but of the living. Well, but Abraham, Iſaac and Ja- 
cob live in ſpirit, tho' their bodies ſleep in the grave, 
and ere long they will live in body allo, — How 
nervous is the argument of an eminent apoſtle, on 
this topic! 1 Cor. 15. 12. J Chriſt be preached, 
that he roſe from the dead, how ſay ſeme among you, 
that there is no reſurrection of the dead! The con- 
ſequence of this is obvious; for Chriſt roſe not as a 
private perſon ; but he aroſe, as the firſt fruits of 
thoſe that lept. Again, if there was not a reſur- 
rection of the dead, which mult antecede the glori- 
1 fication 


The Saducces were a ſcct among the Jews whoreceived only the PEN. 
TAT EUCH, but no other books of Scripturcas canonical ; they denzcd 
the being of angels and ſpirits, the immortality of the ſou}, and the re- 
ſurrection of the body. Mr. Lamy ſays of them, that the true reaſon 
why they rejected the other books of ſeripture, was decauſe they could not 
entertain thoſe opinions, if they once admitted them to be canonical; 
in as much as the prophets contradict them in every article. They 
took their name from Saduc, the diſciple of Antigonus Socha, who 
lived, according to the Jewiſh calculation, about three hundred years 
But D. Pride aux places 
the riſe of this ſect Anno 263 before Chriſt; and thinks it molt pro- 
bable, that a diſſoluteneſs of manuers gave riſe to it, and not the rea» 
ſonings of Sadoc upon the doctrines of Autigonns. 

+ © Thoſe to whom almighty God pronounceth himſelf a God, 
are alive; but God pronounceth himſelf a God to ram, Iſaac, and 
Jucob, many hundred years after their bodys were dead; therefore 
their ſouls are yet alive, federally alive unto God: their covenant re- 
lation lives ful, otherwiſ: God could not be their God; for he is not 
the God of the dead, but of the d ving. If one relation fails, the other 
neceſſarily fails with it; if God be their God, then certainly they 
are in being. for Gad is nt the Ged of the dead; that is, of thoſe that 
are utterly | periſhed. I herefore it mult uceds be, that aliho? their bo- 
dies be naturally dead, yet do their ſouls live lil, and their body s 
hall alſo live ag-in at the 1cſurreclion of the juſt,” 


Bang At . 


r 


118 Meditations nd Reaſonings 

+ fication of the ſaints bodies; then, it would bellen 
that in this life the ſaints had only hope in Chriſt ; 
but this is abſurd, for (ſays Paul) #f in this life on- 
ly we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men maſt mi- 
ſerable. 1 Cor. 15. 19. 

Be watchful then, O my ſoul, in waiting and 
looking for the ſecond appearance of the Lord Js us 
Cuxis r; who will raife the dead out of their graves, - 
and will change the bodies of his ſaints, and prepare 
them for entring into their eternal inheritance : — 
an inheritance which God the father hath prepared, 
God the Son hath purchaſed, and God the holy 
Ghoſt hath ſealed unto them. Yes, ye expectants 
of heaven, tho', for a time, death will ſeize you, as 
its priſoner ; and the grave muſt be the houſe of 
your abode ; yet the day is a coming, when he who 
lrveth and was dead, and is alive, for evermore,and has 
the keys of hell and death, Rev. 1.18. will raife your 
bodies far more glorious than ever they were, be- 

fore you made your beds in the folitary grave. — 
The dead bodies of God's faints have been ſometimes 
given as meat to the fowls of the air; and their fleſh 
to the beaſts of the earth, or fiſhes of the ſea. Pf. 
79. 2. Net precicus in the Lord's fight is the death 
of his ſaints ; and, one day, he will command every 
corner of the world to give up its dead ; at which 
time, the glorious angels ſhall gather together the 
elect, from the four winds, and from the one end 
of heaven to the other; and then ſhall this corrupt- 
ible put on incorruption, and this mortal put on 
immortality, when the dead are all raiſed, by the 

tremenduous found of the laſt trumpet. 

Oh, how many complaints have the ſaints now, 
of their own bodies! how ſubject and lyable they 
no are to numberleſs infirmities, miſeries, morta- 
lity and corruption, daily experience doth abun- 
dantly illuſtrate. How many are the complaints of 
| achcs, 


2 
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sches, pains, and diſeaſes, that now affect our tot- 
tering tabernacles of clay! how ſoon are they cut 
down like grafs, and wither like the green herb ! 
and, when God blows out this little warm breath, 
and vapour of life ; how fuddenly do they moulder 
into their original duſt ! nor can the bodies of ſuch 
as are deſcended of noble families, honourable paren- 
tage, or of royal blood, expect to be exeemed from 
bearing a ſhare with others : * hence the language 
of inſpiration fpeaks, All fleſh is as graſs, and the 
glory of man as the flower of the graſs ; the graſs 
withereth, and the flower thereof fadeth away, 1 
Pet. 1. 24. May this apoſtolick intimation happily 
check the vain glory of proud mortals. How many 
alas, make it their only buſineſs, to adorn a vile 
carcaſe, with the gaietys of dreſs; while the ſole am- 
bition of others, is only to fatiate a greedy appetite, 
with the moſt delicate food + ! how careful are fuch, 
that their bodies be not expoſed to the cold, for a 
meal of the goſpel to their fouls ! for them *tis com- 
monly too hot in ſummer, to be ſcorched with the 
ſun beams; and too cold in winter, to be beat upon 
by the ſtorm. 4 
5 14 Theſe 


Princes, this clay muſt be your bed, 
In ſpite: of all your pow'rs ; | 
The tall, the wiſe, the rev'rend head 
Mult lie as low as ours. | 
LED - TFatli. 
+ Their various cares in one great point combine, 1.35 
The buſineſs of their lives, that is — to dine. 
Half of their precious day they give the feaſt, 
And, to a kind digeſtion, ſpare the reſt. 
— Theſe worthys of the palate guard with care 
The ſacred annals of their Hills of fare, 
Jn thoſe choice books their paneęyricks read, 
And ſcorn the creatures that for hunger feed. 
If man by fecding wel! commences great, 
Much more the worm, to whom that man is meat, 


Young. 


in travelling to places, where ſpiritual ſupplys are 


not, that ye are both looking, and longing for the 


meet, never again to complain, one of another, nor 


Him as he is. 1 John 3. 2. When Chriſt, who is our 
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Theſe bodies, that are now moſt delicately fed 
and gorgeouſly cloathed, are oftimes leaſt buſied, 


to be had ; while the fatigued limbs of ſuch, as earn 
their bread with the ſweat of their brow, fail in raggs 
to the temple of God, and are fatisfied with ſuch 
proviſion, as heaven ſees moſt profitable to their 
fouls. But how ſuddenly will the ſcene change 
the ſaints, mean and deſpicable as they may appear, 
in the eyes of the world, are looking for the com- 
ing of a ſaviour, who will change their vile bodies, 
at the reſurrection of the dead. _ C. 5 

And are ye waiting, believers, with a joyful ex- 
pectation, for Chriſt's ſecond coming? I'm ſurprized 


happy day, in which your ſouls and bodies ſhall 


to be ſeparate thro' all eternity. An apoſtle tells 
us That the earneſt expectation of the creature, wait- 
eth for the manifeſtation of the Sons of God. Rom. 
8. 19. Now are we the ſons of God, it doth not yet 
appear, what we ſhall be: but we know, that when 


he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee 


life, ſhall appear; then ſhall ye alſs appear with him 

in glory, Col. 3. 4. 5 
How earneſtly did the patriarchs, prophets, and all 
the old Teſtament ſaints long for the coming of that 
bleſſed /eed of the woman, the ſtar of Jacob, the prince 
of peace, the righteous branch, Emmanuel God with 
us. They rejoiced, in the faith of his coming in 
the fleſh; Abraham ſaw his day afar off, and Was 
glad. John 8. 56. Many prophets and kings have 
* defired to ſee theſe things, which ye have ſeen, 
and did not ſee them, and to hear theſe things which 
© ye have heard, and have not heard them. — With 
what 
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be ſaid, Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 


hy word, for mine eyes have 


ſeen thy ſalvation. It raviſhed the aged man's heart, to 


ſee his ſaviour come in the fleſh. Oh how unutter- 


ably joyful, will it then be to the ſaints, to ſee him 
coming, in his heavenly glory, and to hear the voice 


of the trumpet, ſounding before him, Axis, ys 


* 121 
what warmth did old Simeon f embrace Chriſt, when 


DEAD, AND COME TO JUDGMENT. '* The ſhepherds 


and the wiſe men greatly rejoiced, to ſee the bleſſed 


f It was revealed unto this devout man, that he ſhould not ſee death, 
before be had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. Luke 2. 26. -— * Some are of opi> 
nion, that this Simeon was the ſon and ſucceſſor of Hillel, a very fa- 
mous doctor in the Jewiſh church before our faviour's time, and that 
he was either the father or maſter of Gamaliel, at whoſe feet St. Paul 
was educated. But, (beſides that, we can hardly ſuppoſe, how a per- 
ſon of this note could make ſo publick a declaration in favour of our 
Lord, and yet, no more notice be taken of it) if we look into the ſe- 
vetal revelations, which God, at this time, was pleaſed to give of 
bis ſon, we ſhall find, that none of theſe were directed to any of the 


Phariſees, or principal doctors of the law, but that to Joſeph a carpen- 


ter, to Zacharias an ordinary prieſt, and ta a company of poor ſhep- 


herds, ſuch diſcoveries were made: and therefore, it is much more rea- 
ſonable to preſume, that this Simeon, to whom God had revealed the 
time of Chriſt's coming, was ſome honeſt plain man, more remarkable 


for his piety and devotion, than any other quality or accompliſhment. 


When he came into the temple, tis faid, that among the other mothers, 
who brought their children to be prejented to the Lord, he obſerved the 
holy virgin all ſhining with rays of light, and that, putting the mul- 
titude aſide, he went directly to her, gave her his bleſſing, took the 
child JE$ us in his arms, and being divinely inſpired, pronounced the 
canticle, Nunc dimittis- Nicephorus relates, that, as ſoon as he returns 
ed the child to his mother, he died; and Epiphanius adds, that the 


Hebrew prieſts refuſed to give him burial, becauſe he had ſpoken of our 


Saviour with too much advantage. But theſe traditions may be ground- 


Lis fictions. — Pole's annotations, Calmet's commentary, and dictionary + 


under the word Simeon. | | 

* T heard a ſhout, with th” erchangel's voice, | 
And trump of God, which ſhook the earth, aud ſea, 
And tore hell's concave, ſuch a peal, as rous d 


The dead from their long flzep, who from the duſt, 


— 


See Stackbouſe's Mt: 


122 mgs. | 
babe Jesus, with 98 Mary; and muſt it 
not be a tranſcendently delightful ſight to the ſaints, 
to behold him attended with thouſands and ten thou; 
lands of angels, riding triumphantly upon the clouds 
for his chariots? it is matter of joy to have the ſting 
of death removed, and a victory over the grave ob- 
tained; and ſhall it not be much more ſo, to have 
a ſinal exemption both from death and the gtave, 
never to ſee corruption any more? 
Les, believers, after ye have ſlept in the duſt, for 
a time ; Chriſt, who broke aſunder the bars of death, 
and the fetters of the grave, will raiſe up, by his 
mighty power, your vile bodies, that they may be 
faſhioned lige unto his own glorious body. }F —--— 
your bodies that are now loathſome with diſeaſes, 
will be raiſed up in glory, without ſpot or wr 
ele, 


(Such as in Chriſt had ſlept, firſt wake and ſang, 

Their dew as freſh as that of ſwecteſt herbs 

Crowning the purple morn) their ſcatter'd atome . 
Haſted with glad precipitance : ſuch flight +1] 

The found of the celeſtial Tube impre ſſed 

On ev'ry particle, how wide dilperſcd 

Soever. Not unlike to armies call'd | 

By martial drum, or trumpet ſhrill ; they troop 

All to their ſtandard, not one party fails. 

Catherall. 
| The preſent condition of the body of man is vile; vile in its original; 
our body is made of vile duſt: vile in regard of its moral vileneſs. and 
ſinful vileneſs; vile in regard of its accidental vilenels, as their body 
js the ſcat of their vile diſeaſes, and ſubject to wie abuſcs ; vile, conſi 
dered with reſpect to its ultimate vileneſs at death; how does a body, 
as beautiful as ever was Abſalum's, when death comes, run into rottenets 
and putrification ! our fin made us vile in the fight of God whilſt we 
lived, and renders our bodies viler in the ſight of men when we die. 
But ſuch will be the future condition which the bodies of good men 
will be in, at the appca:ance of Chriſt, that, this vile body {hail be a 
beautiful and bleſſ.d body, the body we lay down [hall be rebuilt, ſor- 
med and faſhoned like unto Chrilt's glorious body ; reſembling his 
| iocorroptibility and immortality, in purity and ſpirituality, ja power 

aid activity, in Þ appin« 1s and felicity, es 
Burkit, 
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theſe, that are now weak, will then ariſe powerful, 
and ſtrong; theſe tottering fabricks, that are now 
needing new ſupplys of food, raiment, reſt, ſleep, 
and phyſick, will be raiſed up ſpiritual bodies, that 
will not be craving ſuch neceſſaries any more; but, 
like the angels of God, ſhall be exempted from all 


wants or miſeries, that attend the ſaints while they 5 


are travelling the coaſts of mortality - Thus, the 
righteous ſhall ſhine, as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to righteoujneſs, 


I ball ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever. Dan. 


12. 3. : - 9 £ : 8 
Then, believers, your bodies, that are ſown in cor- 


| ruption, ſhall be raiſed in incorruption; they, which 


are fown in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in glory; it 
is {own a natural body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual ; then, 
this corruption ſhall put on incorruption; and this 
mortal ſhall put on immortality ;. then death ſhall 
be fwallowed up in victory; and ye may ſing the 
triumphant ſong, O death, where is thy ſting ? O 
grave, where is thy. victory, — Then, this maſs of 
earth, this brittle Jump of clay, which doth fo clogg 


and entangle the vigorous and active foul, and oft-. 


times obſtructs its ſpiritual operations,ſhall be made a 


W vigorous and active help to the mind. Theſe bo- 


dies, which are now infeſted with ſuch a mutiplicity 


of inconveniencies, ſubject to ſo many changes, tor- 


mented with ſo many diſeaſes, defiled with fo much. 
corruption, and overwhelmed with ſo many cala- 
mities; theſe bodies of the ſaints thall then be made 
glorious, and perfect, free from all miſery or muta- 


bility, and become a fit receptacle and habitation 


for the ſoul, and its proper vehicle for evermore. 
Yes, the ſaints bodies, which, in their corruptible 


ſtate in this world, were greatly deformed by ſin, 

and its diſmal conſequents, ſhall then be endued 

with excellent beauty, and glory, — Theſe 3 
whic 
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be chained in the bottomleſs pit of darkneſs and per- 


them ſurmount all the infirmities they were, in this life, 


ment; for they ſhall be ſatisfied with the ful- 


which, in this life, were lumpiſh, heavy and ſtiff 
ſhall then be endued with agility and velocity, that, 
like the glorious angels, they may ſtir and move, 
aſcend and deſcend, thro' the regions of heaven, 
without trouble or oppoſition. But ah, how differ. 
ent from this will be the ſituation of the wicked, at 
the reſurrection; whoſe bodies will be then raiſed, 
andreunited to the ſoul, that both foul and body may 


dition for evermore ! + — Theſe bodies of the fanits 
which were once frail, crazy, weak, tender, and ready 
to ſuccumb under the leaſt diſtemper, ſhall then be 
endued with ſuch agility and ſtrength, as will make 


lyable unto: they will then be capable to produce 
ſuch aQs, as far tranſcends the ſphere of their ac- 
tivity, here below — — Then ſhall they be rid for 
ever, of all theſe diſeaſes and cumbrances, which at- 
tend them, in this preſent evil world; they will her 
have no tormenting cares, in providing food and rai- 


neſs of God's houſe, they will feaſt upon the true 
bread of life, and drink the ſtreams of the pure river 
of the waters of life, and ſhall never again hunger 
nor thirſt. Rev. 21. 4. God ſhall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes, and there ſhall be no more death, 
neither ſorrow ner crying, neither ſball there be 
any more pain; for the former things are paſſed 
away. Rejoice then, O my ſoul, in the proſpect of 
this glorious reſurrection ; for Chriſt, thy Lord and 
thy redeemer, has the keys of hell and of death in his 

| hand, 


{ ReſurreRtion v ill be no priviledge to them; but immortality it- 
ſelf, their everlaſting curſe —- would they not bleſs the grave, the land 
where all things are forgotten; and with to lie eterr ally hid, in its deep- 
eſt gloom? but the dult refuſes to conceal their perſous; or draw 
a v. ul, over their tactices. | 


' | Herve 


* 
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Ni MW hand; and will, at the reſurreftion, admit his ſaints, ; 
that, in body as well as in ſpirit, to the heavenly paradiſe 

nove, of God, where they ſhall live and reign, for ever and 

avVen, ever. | Og | | | 

liffer. Say not, O my ſoul, that the reſurrection of the 

ed, at ¶ dead, is a work too difficult for Chriſt. Conſider 

aiſed, ¶ who he is, and then thou canſt not heſitate to ſay, 

may Wl he is able to do it.t.—He is God coequal, coeſſential, 

I per- and coeternal with the father; twas he, who for- 

ſanits I med man, out of the duſt of the earth, and breath» 

ready Wed into his noſtrils the breath of life; by him were 

en be Wall things made, which are in heaven and in earth, 

make W whether viſible or inviſible by him, not as an in- 


is life, MW ſtrumental mean, but as an efficient cauſe, for of 
>duce ¶ him, and thro* him, and to him are all things. Rom. 
ir ac· 11. 36. Twas he, who came in the fulneſ5 of time 
id for ¶ to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
ch at- might receive the adoption of ſons. Gal. 4. 5. Even 
then ¶ ſo, the hour is coming, in which all that are in their 
d ral- Woraves ſhall hear the voice of the ſon of man, and 
ful. ſhall come forth ; they that have done good, unto the 

2 true ¶ reſurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
river WW unto the reſurrection of damnation. John 5. 28. 
unger The ſaints may lie down in their graves, as in a 
tears ¶ dormitory, or bed of repoſe ; for tho' their bodies 
death, ¶ diſſolve into duſt, and every particle thereof ſnould 
ere be ¶ be ſcattered, through the diſtant corners of the 


paſſes ¶ world; yet, he that made man out of the duſt, and 
ect of W made that duſt of nothing, can inſtantly recollect all 
d and theſe diſperſed atoms, and put them in their entire 
in his ¶ and perfect form He, who after the long win- 
hand, | - ter, 
ality it. } Tis true Chriſt's power would not be « ſuſſicient argument. for 
the land ¶ the dead's being raiſed; if he had made no revelation of his will in 
ts deep: ¶ the Scriptures concernipg the reſurrettion of the dead; for he is able 


or drav to do many things which he has not ſaid that he will do; but, in 
this caſe, Chriſt is not only able to do it, but he has alſo declared, that 
Her vd. ¶ be will raiſe the dead, at the laſt Gay, 5 
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ter, makes all things on the earth to revive, in the 
ſpring ſeaſon, can eaſily, after the winter of death, 
make our bodies to revive out of the grave, at the 
ſpring of the reſurrection He, that infuſed life 
into a dead Lazarus, can ſoon by the word of his 
almighty power, make every dead body to livre 
He that breathed life upon a field of dry bones, can 
eaſily pour life into rotten bodies——He, who in 
the days of his fleſh, made the dumb to ſpeak, the 
deaf to hear, the blind to ſee, the lame to walk, and 
the dead to ariſe, can ſoon quicken our mortal bo- 
dies, and raiſe them, free of all infirmities———I1s 
the Groxy of Iſrael, and the STRENGTH thefeof, as 
a man that he ſhould lie? Hath he ſpoken, and will 
— 8 it ? hath he ſaid, and will it not come to 

Let the ſectary of Sadducees deny this doctrine; let 
the Athenian philoſophers mock, and ridicule an a- 
e they hear him preach of a reſurrection f. 

the prophane Atheiſt, and every graceleſs m—_ 
!+ J un 


+ Ads xvii. 18. Then certain philoſophers of the Epicureans, and of 
abe Stcicks, encountered him; and ſome ſaid, what will this babler ſay ? 
ather ſome, he ſcemeth to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange Gods: becauſe he 
preached unto them Jeſus and the reſurrefion-— — —— Theſe two ſefts 
were not only contrary to each other in their tenets, but ſtrangely 
averſc to the Chriſtian religion, both in their principles and pratices. 
The Epicureans were fo, becauſe they found their pleaſures, and jo- 
vial humour, ard their looſe and cxorbitant courſe of life (conſequent 


upon the ir Ciſbelicf of a God, a providence, and a future ſtate) fo | 
much checked, and controvied by the ſtrict and ſevere precepts of 


Ctrift; and becauſe Chriſtianity fo plainly and poſitively afferted a 
divine providence, the ſulſſtence of the ſoul, the reſtrrefion of the bo- 
dy, the ſtate of rewards and puniſoments after death, which they ab- 
ſalutely denied. The Stoicks on the other hand, tho? pretending to 


principles of preat and uncommon rigour and ſeverity, and ſuch as 


had the neareſt affinity to the Chriſtian religion, yet found them- 
ſclves aggrieved with it. For (beſides their doctrine of fate, which they 
made ſuperior to their Jupiter) that meck and bumble temper of mind, 


that modeiiy, und tcll-uer jah which the goſpel ſo carneſiiy recom- 


mended, 
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laugh at this important truth, as they will; yet 
know thou, O my ſfoul—Know all ye expectants of 
heaven, that he who raiſed the ruler's daughter,from 
death to life He who raiſed the widow's fon, as 
they were carrying his corps to be interred He 
who raiſed up Lazarus, after he had lyen ſome days 
in the grave, will likewiſe raiſe up every human bo- 
dy, at the laſt day. - 0 EW 
This may ſeem impoſlible, in the eyes of carnal 
men; but thoſe things which are impoſſible with 
men, are poſſible with God. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by the ſame divine power, whereby he raiſed up 
his own body, and is able to do what he pleaſeth, 
and to ſubdue all things to himſelf, will call the 
dead to come out of their graves, and to ariſe 
Can the potter make a new vellel, of the ſame lamp, 
if the firſt diſpleaſe him? And cannot God raife 
our bodies out. of the duſt; with which rhey may 
have intermixed ? Can the golg/mzth-by the art of 


his calling, ſeparate diverſe metals from one ano- 


ther; or can the alchymz/? extract one kind of metal 
out of another? And is not J=znovan ſkilled enough, 
to diſtinguiſh the duſt of mens bodies, from other 
earth, or one man's body from another *? Shall 
the ſhadow of Peter, be the inſtrumental mean 


mended, was fo directly contrary to the immoderate pride, and 
havghtineſs of that ef, who were not aſhamed to make their wiſe men 
equal, and in ſome things exceed God himſelf, that tis no wonder, 
we find them treating a preacher of ſuch doctrines with ſlight and diſ- 


dain. 


5 | | Cave*; Alves of the Apoſiles. 

The late Reverend Mr. Boſton has ar excellent obſervation, near 
a kin to this, in that valuable book of his, intituled, Human nature 
in its Fourfold. State: Let, ſays he, the todies of men le laid in the grave, 
let them rot there, and be reſol ved into the moſt minute particles © or let 
them be burut, and the aſhes caſt ino ri vers, or thrown up into the air. 
to be ſcattered by the winde let the dafi af a thoiſunt generations be ming: 
les, endthe Reams of the dead bodics wander to aud frein the air: let birds 


of 
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128 Meditations and Reaſonings, _ 
of healing the ſick; or Elijab's bones, of giving life 
to the dead? And can it be too hard a work for 
him, who was the efficient cauſe of both, to call 
forth the grave's priſoners, and make them all to a- 
rife ? 
Ties, ,yes, the dead ſhall ariſe. But Oh, what a 
fearful' reſurreftion will it be, to every impenitent 
worker of iniquity ? Drunkards, ye muſt ariſe ; but 
the only drink you can then have, will be the ter- 
rible cup of God's wrath, put into your hands t: 
ye luſtful dedauchees, that now give up your bodies 
to all manner of uncleanneſs, ye muſt ariſe, and 
then make your bed, in the flames of fire and brim- 
ſtone for ever: ye haughty and proud mortals, ye 
muſt ariſe; not to be exalted unto pinacles of 
honour, but to be debaſed into eternal diſgrace and 
contempt—All the tribe of unbelievers muſt ariſe, 
to be ſentenced unto utter darkneſs, where there is 
nothing, but weeping, uailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, 


| | f: | - 
er wild beaſts eat the dead bodies or the fiſhes of the ſea devour them, | 


that the parts of buman bodies thus deſtroyed, paſs into ſubſtantial paris of 


birds, beofts or fiſhes : or what is more than that, let man- eaters who them- 
felves muſt die, and riſe again, devour human bodies ; and let others devour 
them again, and then let our modern Sadducees propoſe the queſtion in theſe 


| Caſes, as the ancient Sadducees did in the caſe of the woman who had been 


married to ſeven husbands ſucceſſively, Matth. xxii. 28. We anſwer as 
eur Bleſſed Lord and Saviour did, verſe 29. Ye do err, not knowing the 
ſcriptures, nor the power of God. 

I Tbe ſin of drunkenneſs has not perhaps more univerſally prevailed, 
than at this day; and doubtleſs it is the inlet to many other heinous 
and prevailing evils. Hierom ſays of the drunkard, Nonguam ego ebrinu 
caſtum puta. What pity is it, that they who ought to be the ſuppreſ- 
ſors of all vice (J mean thoſe of diſtinction and in authority) ſhould be 
ſo eaſily led in, and ſo much addicted to this one! a fin againſt which 
the Lord has pronounced a fearful Wor! a fin which (if repentance 
prevent not) will at luſt uſher in eternal ruin, after all the racking 
pains, and pinching poverty, which are ordinarily the eſſects of it in 

this life. Let the drankard ſeriouſly ponder the following texts, 
I. xxvüi. 1. Joel. i. 5. Prev. xiii. 29. 30. 1 Cor, vi. 10. 5 | 
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ment, 


* 


Nes O W, my ſoul, the labour of the day 3 is paſt, 
and the time draws on, which by the God of 


| ature, is appointed for reſt, But, what if ſome 


meſſenger ſhould be ſent me, in the ſilent watches 
of the night, to ſummon me before the awful tri- 
bunal of the great God! ſhall I venture to lie-down 


and ſleep, without calling myſelf to a reckoning, at 


the bar of Conscitxce, and without ſetting about 


the exerciſe, which I would wiſh. to have been 


found at, when the midnight alarm is proclaim- 
ed 8? 
The great day of accounts is approaching, when 


I ſhall be ſiſted before the judgment - ſeat of Chriſt. 


Let my thoughts now be employed, about this grand 

and important theme! while others are lying in a pro- 

found Heep, let me embrace a ſilent hour, in giving 
| R ſcope 


5 At midnight wt en mankind is wrapt in peace, 
And worldly fancy feeds on 90 Iden dreams, 
Jo give more diead to man's moſt dreadful hour; 
At midnight, tis pre ſum d. this pomp will burſt 
From tenfold darkneſs; fodder; as the facie,” 
* From &. uten cel; from nitrous Stain. the blaze. 
Net, neng. 


* 


jeſty, and a ſubje& in which I am deeply intereſted. 
And is it undoubtedly certain,that I muſt be called 
to an account-—--— That ſea and land muſt give up 
their dead, and that all mankind muſt appear before 
the tremendous tribunal of Chriſt? Yes, my ſoul, 
teſtimonies from ſacred writ croud in, to confirm 
the momentous truth! God hath appeinted a day, 
in which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, by 
that man whom he hath ordained, Ks dae, he hath 
ben aſſurance to all men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the dead. Acts xvii. 31. Behold be cometh 
with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him ; and they 
alſo which . pierced him ; and all the kindreds of 
the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. Rev. i. 7. And 
Jau a great white throne, and him that ſat on it, 
from whoſe face the heavens and the earth fled away; 
ard there was found no place for them; and I ſaw the 
dead ſmall and great, ſtand before God; and the books 
were opened, and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life ; and the dead were judged, out of thoſe 
things, which were written in the books, according 
to their works. Rev. xx. 12. Ibebeld till the thrones 
1 VVV 


15 + This was folfilled, (r.) When Chriſt came by the Rowan armys 


erucihers might diſcern that thoſe heavy and direful judgments were 
inflicted on them for their crucifying Chriſt and perſecating Chriſtians, 
But, (2.) It will be more eminently and univerſally fulfilled at the ge 
neral day of judgment, when Chriſt will come riding upon the clouds, a 
u a trwmphant chariot, and all human eyes (ball then ſee him, his per- 
ſecutors and deſpiſers particularly beholding him, but not all alike ; ſuch 
as pierced him, but repented, whoſe hearts were afterwards pierced; for 
their piercing of him, theſe at that day ſball fee Chriſt with aſtoniſh- 
ing joy, though they put him to bitter ſorrow; the death of Chriſt 
bas procured mercy for thoſe, whoſe cruelty did procure his death ; but 


row,/ and ſhall wail, or take on heavily, becauſe of him ; that is, be- 
caule they muſſ be judged by him. | Burkitt.| 
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ſcope to my meditation, on a ſubject full of ma- 


to deſtroy Jeruſalem, by taking vengeance on his murtherers,when hs 


as for ſoch as pierced him, but never repented, both ſuch as pierced him 
in his perſon, or in his members, they ſhall alſo ſee him to their for: | 
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were caſt down, and the Ancient of days did fit, 
whoſe garment was white as ſhow, and the hair of his 
head like the pure wool. His throne was like the fiery 
flame, and his wheels as burning fire, a fiery ſtream 
iſſued and came forth from before him; thouſand thou- 
ſands miniſtred unto him, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand (tood before him, the judgment was ſet, and 
the books were opened. Dan. vil. 9. Enoch the 
ſeventh from Adam propheſied of theſe things, Be« 
hold the Lord cometh with ten thouſands of his ſaints, 
to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that 
| are ungodly, of their ungodly deeds, Jude 14. [tis 
appointed for all men once to die, and after this the 
judgment. Heb. ix. 27. For we muſ} all appear be. 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one 
may receive, the things done in the body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 2 Cor. 
eee e By oe 
As a general judgment is clearly intimate, from 
ſo many ſcripture citations; tis alſo manifeſt, from 
the juſtice and equity of God; even reaſon itſelf 
pleads for it. It is a righteous thing with God, 
(ſays an apoſtle, when ſpeaking to the ſaints, who 
had ſuffered tribulation for the name of Chriſt) It is 
a righteous thing with God, to recompenſe tribu-' 
lation to them that trouble you; and to you that 
are troubled reſt——This righteous thing is not fully 
performed, in this life; for this world is frequent - 
ly a theatre, upon which the godly are expoſed to 
all manner of reproach, and affliftion ; while the 
wicked oftimes apparently do proſper ; therefore it 
cannot be, but that God hath appointed a day in 
| righteouſneſs, when juſtice ſhall caſt all things in 
juſt ſcales, and equal ballance—Shall rain down ven- 
geance on all them that know not God; and ſhall 
pour peace, joy, and comfort, upon every faithful 
follower of the Lamb—Dives may receive his good 
. K 3 things 
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things, in this life; and Lazarus his evil things : ; but 
the day is a cdming, when the firſt ſhall be condem- 


ned, and the laſt acquitted. 


The body is now participant whh-t the ſoul, both 


in virtues and vices; and does not reaſon require, 
that the fame body ſhould riſe out of its ſepulchre, 
ſhould have all its diſperſed particles reunited, and 


de brought before God's righteous tribunal to be re- 


 warded, according to its actions with the foul? 
How contemptibly wa# Chriſt himſelf treated, in 
this world ! he was publickly diſhonoured, and put 
to open ſhame, (as were many. of his Glas after 
him): Is it not then neceſſary, even by the voice of 
reaſon, that there ſhould be a day, wherein Jesus 
ſhall manifeſt his power and majeſty, to the whole 


world, in the ſight of angels and men? How wretch- 


ed then will be the ſituation, and how loud the crys 
of his enemies; who will be brought forth }, to re- 
ceive their dreadful doom, after which, they muſt ly 
under the fatal blow of his vengeance, and be tramp· 
led under foot, never to behold his face in glory, 
or in mercy any more; but to bear under the vials 
of his wrath, for ever and cer. 

An evangeliſt informs us, that, after the Land had 
denounced utter ruin and deſolation againſt the 


four temple, in which they ſo much boaſted ztvhe 


iſciples came ſecretly unto him, anxious to know 
not only the time, when that progiyey concerning 


rhe 
4 Hark how the daring ſons of infamy, 
Who once diſſolv'd in pleaſures lay, 
And laugh'd at this tremendous day, 
To rocks and mountains now to hide em cry, + 
But rocks and mountains all in aſhes lie. 
Their ſhame's ſo mighty, aud ſu ſtrong their fear, 
That rather than appear 
Before a God incenſed; they would be hurl'd 
Amongſt the burning ruins of the world, 5 
And lie conceal's, if poſſible, for ever there. 
Pom fret“ ben. 
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the temple ſhould be fulfilled, but alſo the time of 


his ſecond coming to judgment, Matth. xxiv. To 


cular period, when theſe things ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed ; but by ſhewing the ſigns, which ſhould pre- 


| ceed both the deſtruction of the temple, and the end 


of the world. And indeed; what our Lord intimates 
upon another occaſion, is abundantly applicable here, 
Acts i. 7. It is not for you, to know'the times and 
the ſeaſons, which the father hath put in his own 


F%wer. - The Lord, in his wiſdom, hath lockt up in 


ſecrecy, and hid from the view of men, both the 
time of every particular perſon's death, and the ge- 
neral judgment of the world“; but he has withal 
aſſured us, that there will be ſuch a day, and that ir 
is faſt approaching. 3 5 
Nor is the concealment of this, without its own 
uſe———————Hereby the Lord checks men's vain 
and intenſe curioſity, after thoſe things which he 
has not ſeen proper to reveal ; and which cannot be 
= no 3 ___ known 


But yet, notwithſtanding this, many have ventured to foretell the 
time of the end of the world, of whom ſome are already confuted. 
the term prefixt being paſt But the moſt famous opinion, and 
which hath found moſt patterns and followers, even among the learn- 
ed and pious, is that of the world's duration for {ix thouſand years. 
For the ſtrengthning of which conceit, they tell us, that as the world 
was created in fix days, and then followed the ſabbath, ſo ſhall it re- 
main fix thouſand years, and then ſhall ſucceed the eternal ſabbath 
Of this opinion were many of the ancient fathers, grounding them- 
ſelves upon this analogy between the ſix days of the creation and the 
ſabbath, and the fix thouſand years of the world's duration, and the 
Eternal reſt— Auſtin very modeſtly concludes, after a diſcuſſion of this 
point, concerning tHe world's duration; Ego tempora dinumerare n 
audeo : nec aliguem propbetam de bac re numerum annarum exiſti mo preſini- 
. Nos ergo, quod ſcire nos Dominus noluit, libenter neſciamus. I 
dare not calculate and determine times: neither do I think, that con- 
cerning this matter, any prophet hath predicted and defined the num 
ber of years. What therefore the Lord would not have us to know, 
let us willingly be ignorant of, F-7 =} 
2 ay. 
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EkRunovn, by the deepeſt reſearches of the moſt penetrat- 
ing genius; and doubtleſs, tis good ignorance, not 
to know what the Lord hath neither revealed, nor | 
warranted to pry into: ſecret things belong to the 


Lord our God, but thoſe things which are revealed, 
belong unto us. Deut. xxix; 29. It becomes not 


curious mortals, to dive into the ſecrets of God, and 


to expect admittance into his private counſel The 
Lord flew fifty thouſand threeſcore and ten of the 
Bethſhemites, for looking into the ark; no doubt 


as à warning to future generations, to beware of 


ſuch high preſumption. And what a tendency might 
the knowledge of that particular day of judgment 
have, to make ſome remils in duty, while others 


would thereby become ſtupified with terror ! the 
knowledge of this, the Lord has wrapt up in ſecrecy, | 


that men may be always ready. Watch therefore, 


ſays the judge himſelf, For ye know not what hour, 


your Lord doth come. Matth. xxiv. 42. But altho' 
the particular day is hid from our view, yet the 


Lord hath revealed certain tokens and ſigns, that 


when we ſee theſe forerunners of him, who will 
come quickly to judge the world, the ſaints may lift 


up their heads, knowing that their Redeemer draw- | 


Eth nigh, 5 

Tis the ſaying of one, who could not miſtake; 
Immediately after the tribulation of thoſe days, ſhall 
the ſun be darkned, and the moon ſhall not give her 
light, and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of heaven ſhall be ſhaken, and then ſhall ap- 


| pear the ſign of the Son of man in heaven F. Matth. 


xxiv. 29. Without entering into the niceties which 
criticks have diſputed about, in explaining thee 
: words, 


+ The prognofticks of the fatal deſtruction of Jeruſalem. and thoſe | 
of Chriſt's ſecond coming to judement, are, by the evangelitts, ſo mixt 


and interwoven; that the ſigns which preſage the one, cannot eaſily 


and 


- 
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words, viz. whether they reſpect only the deſtructi- 
on of Jeruſalem, or whether they are applicable 0+ 
ly to Chriſt's ſecond coming; or, whether they may 
have a reference to both,'*tis ſufficient for my preſent 
purpoſe, that *tis undeniably certain, that there will 


be ſigns of the laſt judgment, and theſe, both more re- 


mote, and more immediate—---Thefe more remote 


are, the univerſal preaching of the golpel through 


the world; the fulfilling the number of the elect, 
for whoſe ſake the pillars of the earth do ſtand, and 
moulder not away; the incalling of the Jews; the 
overthrow of antichriſt, that man of ſin, and fot 
of perdition, whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the 
Spirit of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with the bright< 
neſs of his coming. 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. 
Nor will more immediate ſigns be awanting, to 
preceed this awful day, and to admoniſi the world, 
that it is at hand: the ſun ſhall be darkned, and the 
moon ſhall not give her light, and the ſtars ſhall fall 
from heaven F. No wonder the glorious luminaries 


and preciſely be diſtinguiſhed from the other. It was the opinion of 
ſome of the ancients (among whom I find Chry/oftome) that all theſe 
ſigns, ſimply and literally taken, relate to the overthrow of Jerusalem; 
but if underſtood myſtically, are applicable to the end of the world; 
Others again imagine, that theſe ſigns, the riſing up of fal/e prophets, 
wars and rumours of wars, ſedition, earthquakes, famine, peſtilence. and 
perſecution of the diſciples of Chriſt, have a reference to the (ons 
of Jeruſulem and of the temple ; but that the ſigns in the ſun, moon 
ftars, reſpe the conſummation of the world, and Chriit's coming to 
judgment. 8 e 
$ Theſe and many other ſigns of his coming, we find mentioned in 
ſcripture, . but what the meaning of theſe cxpreſſions may be, is 
not ſo clear, For, though ſome of them may be taken in a literal 
ſenſe, yet it is manifeſt that others cannot. The ſun may indeed be ſo 
covered with a macula, as to be quite obſcured: and thereupon the moon 
neceſſarily loſe her light, which ſhe borrows only from the ſun beams: 
but how the ſtars ſhould in a literal ſenſe, fall down from heaven, is 
inconceivable; it being almoſt demonſtrativcly certain, that moſt of 
them are bigger than the whole earth. We may therefore, keeping 
as near as we can to the letter, thus interpret them, There ſhall be 
| | great 
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of heaven ſhould loſe their ſplendor; when the king 


of glory himſelf comes, with the beams of his bright- 


neſs, infinitely more tranſcendent than thoſe of the 


ſun, the moon, or the ſtars.— Many learned men have 
wrote upon theſe ſigns, literally conſidered ; and 


the curious may find ſatisfaction thereanent, in a 


plurality of laborious volumes. Be it rather thy pre- 
ſent enquiry, O my ſoul, to trace them in an allego- 
rical ſenſe; and altho' the way may appear ſingular; 
yer allegories are not ſeldom to be found, in the 


facred volume. It was uſual with the old teſtament 


prophets, to ſpeak in ſuch a way, when they foretold 
any remarkable defolations that were to come. Joel 
H. 3. The ſun ſhall be turned into darkneſs and the 
moon into blood, before the great and terrible day 
of the Lord come. 25 


Purſue thy contemplations, O my ſoul, and view 


the ſun darkened, allegorically referring to Chriſt, 


the Sux of righteouſneſs ; the moon to the church; 


and the /tars to the miniſters of the goſpel. 
And, in this ſenſe, is not the Sux of righteouſneſs 
darkened by falſe doctrines, obſcured by ſuch errors, 
as derogate from the mediator's glory, and' extol 
depraved nature, or corrupted reaſon above ſcripture- 
revelation ? does not this becloud the dignity of 
his perſon, and eclipſe the illuſtrious body of his me- 
its ? are not all the falſe gloſſes of human inventi- 
on, as ſo many vapours, or fogs, which derogate 


from the glory, and darken the beauty of the re- 


deemer'srighteouſneſs ?! How is this Sun darkned, 
by the corrupt lives and converſations of men! how 
many ſupport a fair profeſſion in words, which they 

deny 


great ſigns in heaven, diſmal eclipſcs and obſcurations of the ſan and 
moon; new ſtars and comets ſhall appear, and others diſappear, and 
many ficry mctcors be ſuſpended in the air. _ 

| 1 f Ray. 
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deny in deeds! of how few can it be ſaĩd, in out 


day, That their light ſo ſhines before men, that others 
ſeeing their good works, glorify our father who is 
in heaven! When David had commitred adultery, 


the prophet alarms him with this charge. Thou haſt 


given great occgſion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blaſpheme. 2 Sam. xii. 14. How applicable is this to 
many empty formaliſts in religion, at this day ! when 
men profeſs fairly, yet live lewdly; then their 
profeſſion is ſtandered by their converſation: and 
theſe are they, of whom the apoſtle ſays, they have 
a form of goodneſs but deny the power thereof, 2 Tim, 
ni. 5. They are like the great plague in the land 
of Egypt, a ſwarm of flies, that covereth the face 
of the earth, and darkneth the beams of this glorious 
Again, may not the moon be compared to the 
church, in a vatiety of reſpects? the ſun is faid to 
be a ſplendid body, made up of the moſt ſubtile mat» 
ter, of the firſt element, which doth emit*light 
from itſelf; but the moon, a more groſs and opaque 
body, has no light of her own but what is borrowed 
from the ſun, and which the moon emits to us, by 
reflecting the rays of her borrowed light. + Even fo, 
the church, allegorically compared with the m r 


Ii Thus as the moon is a moon to us, ſo the earth is with great rea- 
ſon concluded by the philoſsphers, to be a moon to the moon; not 
indeed a ſecondary planet moving periodically about her, but ſuch a 
planet, as reflects the light of the ſun to her. And it is not to be 
doubted, if the earth reflects light, and gravitates to the moon, as 
well as the moon to the earth (which is highly probable) but that 
there is a mutual intercourſe, and return of their influences and good 


offices. 


The ſilver moon her weſtern couch forſakes, 
And o'er the ſkies her nightly cucle makes. 
Her ſolid glade beats back the ſunny rays, 
And to the world her borrowed light repays. 


Derbam and Gay, | 
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hath no light nor ſplendor of divine grace; but what 
is communicated to her from Chriſt, the bleſſed fi un 


of righteouſneſs. 
The ſun, altho* ſometimes overdovded; yetin 1 itſelf 


is always bright ; bur the moon, as to the eye of the. 


world, is changeable ; ſometimes, at the full, appear. 


ing as a globe; ſometimes, 1 in the wane, hiding the 


far greater part of her body, and ſcarcely appearing 
in form of a ſemi-circle. So Chriſt, the ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs, is unalterably the ſame, ts day, yeſterday, 
and for ever, without the leaſt mutability, orſhadow 
of turning; but the church partakes of the nature 
of the moon, often varying and changing in her ap- 
arance. At one time, ſhe flouriſheth, and caſts 
forth her overſpreading roots, like Lebanon; at a- 
nother time, ſhe is preſſed within narrow freights, 
and confined to ſo little bounds, that a mortal eye 
can ſcarcely perceive, or ſpy her out.——Sometimes 
ſhe appears, like the moon in her full ; at other times 
ſhe is ſo barbaroully perſecuted, that, to every ſpec- 
tator, ſhe ſeems like one, ſwimming for life in blood. 


But, to proceed in the allegory of theſe ſigns, may | 


not the ſtars be alſo compared to the mini ſters, in 
Chriſt's church; the brightneſs of whoſe doctrine, 
life, and converſation, ought to be as ſo many ſhin- 
ing lamps, before thole who grope in the cloudy 
darkneſs of this world +? the watchmen of Zion 
ought to ſhine by purity of doctrine and holineſs of 
life, like burning ſtars and bright lumiharies; that 


ſo 


I The apoſtles, and all faithful miniſters with than are ales ſtars. 
As ftars they ſhine before men, by the light of life and doctrine. 
As /t:rs they ſhine with a borrowed light, derived from the ſon of 
righteouſneſs. Again, as ſtars are in continual motion for the good 


of the univerſe, ſo are the minifters of the goſpel. for the good of the 


church; as ſtars they ſhine in their own orb, attending the proper 
duty of their place and ſtation ; ; and as ftars ſhine brighteſt in the 


cold winter * ſo do they in the times of afflictions and perſecu- 
tin. Bur kit. 
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fo they may become the happy inſtruments of turns. 
ing many unto righteouſneſs; and then, hereafter 
they ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, 
and as the ſtars of heaven for evermore.  - | 
Ho deplorable the reflection, that theſe dege- 
nerate days produce too many teachers, who fall 
from the purity of evangelical doctrine into the cor- 
rupts dregs, and empty dreams of human inventi- 
ons: ſuch, alas like Lucifer, not only fall themſelves, 
but are ready to draw a mighty train after them in- 
3 e RE OE FRI 
But, beſides theſe blazing meteors, there are others 
who ſtand like-more fixed ſtars, to the purity of 
divine doctrine ; but moſt foully fall from holineſs 
of life and converſation. How many are there, who 
bear the character of heaven's heralds, and yer imi- 
tate the mole, by perpetually grovelling in the earth ? 
theſe, like the ſcribes and Phariſees, fit in Moſes? chair 
and teach others, but not themſelves ; they ſay much, 
and no doubt much good, becauſe they are to be 
heard; but while they neglect to practiſe, they can 
never appear as ſhining ſtars of light, but as black 
clouds of darkneſs. Ay, and the day is coming, 
when every maſque of hypocriſy will be taken away. 
O dreadful day! how juſtly. termed by a prophet, 
the great and terrible day of the Lor. 
How terrible, O my ſoul, will this day be to the 
wieked ! it will be dreadful, in reſpect of the pre- 
rations for its approach; which an apoſtle deſcribes 
in the moſt awful language. 2 Pet. iii. 10. The day 
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in the 
which the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, 
and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth alſo, and the works that are therein ſhall be 
burnt up. Twill come as a thief in the night, neither 
expected nor looked for. Sudden ſurpriſals tend 
molt to confound mens thoughts, to ſuppreſs their 
- ſpirit 
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ſpirits, and to baffle all the ſuccours and auxiliaries 
which reaſon offers; but then, the ſurpriſal of this 
day will be one of the leaſt menen Arenen 


ces, to the workers of iniquity. 

What inconceivable horrour and amazement, was 
the ſoul of the rich manin, towhom our ſaviourſpoke 
in the parable! He, overjoyed with his poſſeſſions, 
ſung a requiem to his ſoul, Thou haſt much goods laid 
up for many years ; take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and 
be merry. But God ſaid unto him, Thou fool t, this 
night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and then 
whoſe ſball theſe things be ? Luke xi. 20. Had the 
Lord only faid, © Thou ſtigmatized fool,thou wretch- 
ed coſmopolite, this night thy bara ſhall be burnt, 


and all thy ſubſtance Be to aſhes'; this in- 


deed would have cauſed a mighty conſternation of 
ſpirit for the preſent, yet he might have probably re- 
covered himſelf with the hopes of longer life, and 
of gaining a ſecond fortune; but, this night thy foul 
ſhall be required of thee, are words full of dread and 
terror. Oh, what trembling of body, what anguiſh 
of ſpirir, what convulſions of conſcience muſt have 
then poſſeſſed this miſerable worldling ! how- fad 


were the reflections which (we may ſuppoſe) he now 


had upon his own folly ? And now, might he have 
ſaid, a all that Joy and mirth, all tha: pleaſure 
We. * 


+ This 5 juſtly ow Sa a fool. „ 8 
cauſe he imagined, that his worldly riches were a ſufficient treaſure 
for his foul — 4 fool, becauſe when he abounded in wealth, he knew 
not the proper uſ he ſhould have made of it. — A fool, becauſe he vain- 
ly dreamed, his life would be lengthned wut for many years, u ben death 
was juſt at his door A fecol, becauſe he foreſaw none of the dangers 
he might have fallen into, even in the midſt of his proſperity. — 4 
fool, becavſe he was more buſied about the momentary things of this 
world, then about the world to come. A ſool, becauſe his care was 
about a mortal body, while his immortal ſoul was neglected.— A fool, 


becauſe he was purſuing ſach ſteps, as endangered him to d ode hea- 


ven, ye carth. | 
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and eaſe which I promiſed myſelf, for ſo many years» 
be loſt and gone in a few hours? Mult my laughter 
be ſo ſuddenly turned into bitter heulings, and my 


1 +» 


1 


the midſt of all my glory, in the meridian of my plea-· 
fure, muſt. I ſo ſuddenly leave it? Oh that 1 had been 
as careſul in laying up treaſures in heaven, as I haue 
been in hoarding them up, upon earth ! ah what folly. 
have I been guilty of, who have ſpent ſe many years. 
entirely purſuing after that which 1 muſt now leave 
within a few hours Hut alas, alas—if theſe flames 
of grief. and ſorrow,that are now a kindling in my 
breaſt, be ſo dreadful, how can 1 endure the fire of 
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thee better than ever, that tbou art full of empty 
and deceitful vanities. Ab, I have been enſnared and 
engaged to play the fool, and now alas, muſt I fhorthy 


ly ſurpriſed, by fear andhorror taking hold of him. 

Yet this affords a repreſentation of the agony on- 
ly of one individual; but, when the terrible day of 
the Lord cometh, the greater part of mankind ſhall 
be ſurprized, in the moſt aſtoniſhing manner. For, 
as it was in the days of Neah, ſo ſhall it be alſo in 
the days of the Sox of man; they did eat and drink, 


K. + 9 % was [5 of „ was 4 


Lot, they did eat and drink, they bought, they fold, 
they planted and builded ; bur, on that very day, in 
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and brimſtone from heaven, and deſtroyed the guilty 
„ © citizens F——S0o ſhall it be in the day of the Sox of 


_ + Luke 17 26. 30. 


eaſy reſt into a bed of flames! Ab, woes me, what 
4 doleful alarm, what a*fudden ſurpriſal is this ! In 


bell? how' ſhall I dwell with everlaſting burnings; O 
bewitching world! nau to my ſad experience, I know 


fmart for i. Here was a miſerable creature ſudden- 


they married and were given in marriage, until the + 
day that Mah entered the ark, and the flood came 
and deſtroyed them: and as it was in the days of 


which Lot went out of Sodom, the Lord rained fire 


man; 


% 
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man; when all theſe fiery bodies in the ſuperior re 
gions, which have been ſo long kept in a regular 


courſe, within their appointed limits, ſhall then (ax 
it were) get looſe reins, and by the rapidity of their 
motion, will at once put the world into a confuſion, 
and a conflagration ; when the earth and all thingy 
therein, ſhall be turned into a funeral pile; and all 
the ſulphureous and combuſtible matter, which, for 
ages, have been wrapt up in its bowels, ſhall evapor- 
ate into prodigious flames, and in ſo great abundance, 
that no creature can reſiſt its fury,———ln a word, 
then there ſhall iſſue ſuch ſtreams of fire, out of the 
bowels of the earth, and the clouds and catarracts 
above, ſhall diſcharge ſuch plenty of thunder and 
lightning, that both joining together, will combine 
to accompliſh the final diſſolution of the world. 

Say, O my ſoul, what will hen become of all 
theſe periſhing and fading glories, which fooliſh men 
fo much court and admire ? how mean then will be 
the appearances of ſtately ſtructures, glorious pala - 


ces, delightful gardens, fruitful orchards,” fertile 


countries, magnificent courts, and durable monu- 
ments? Then, they will be all buried in one common 
heap of ruin, when the whole face of the earth be- 

1 . {27 37 oC ennme 


Add to earth's copious fuel, what the air 
Shall miniſter in large ſupplies to haſte | 
The univerſal fire. Where fertile clouds 
Mont to drop fatneſs, their freſh dew diftil's, 
And bleſſings on the earth, there nought, but fires 
Compact with unctuous vapours, ſhall be ſeca _ 
Jo blaze terrefic, every where diffus'd, g 
Loud peals of thunder ſhall be heard to roar; 
Wing'd with red lightning, which in torrents pows'd 
Upon this globe ſhall man and beaſt conſume. 1 
The fun with more than wonted ſtrength ſhall dare 
His rays direct. and ſcorch earth's inmoſt womb. 
—— With all this powp of terror, earth's fair frame 
Shall be difſoly'd, and time ſhall be no more. | 
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comes; as it were, like the tops of {etna and Veſuvius 
which vomit up fire, rubbiſh, and ſtones. Where 
then will be found, the proud and lofty looks of 
earthly men? What will then become of the vaſt re. 
yenues,.. the large poſſeſſions, and immenſe 'trea- 
ſures of the noble, the potent, and the mighty? But 
ob, where ſhall the wicked hen appear, who have 


| made a mock at ſin, ſcoffed religion, -diſhonoured' 


God, and put the evil day afar off? Will they fly 
to the tops of mountains? That ſhould be but to 
expoſe themſelves, to more ready deſtruction from 
th Shall they hide themſelves in caverns and 
dens of the earth? In theſe ſhelters, they would find 
nothing but furnaces of devouring fire. The moun- 
tains might fall upon them, bur could not hide them 
from the face of him, who ſits upon the throne. Should: 
they plunge into the depths of the ſea, or wing their 
flight to the diſtant corners of the world; God's ven- 
geance would fly after them, would purſue them, 
and overtake them ; the mighty hand of the God of 
Jacob, would even there reach them, and bring them 


back to judgment. To fly will be impoſſible, to ſtand 


for impenitent ſinners, will be intolerable. F the 
righteous ſcarcely be Wr where ſhall the Wckay 
and the ungodly appear * in that day? : 
With whata ſolemn grandeur, is : Chriſes 3 
to judgment deſcribed, in ſacred writ! the greateſt 
Glplays: of _ MAR are uſually —_— Whew 


® x Pet. iv. 18. 


"The apoſtle is generally N here to ſpeak 


| with reſpect to the judgment which was then at hand, upon the 


Jewiſh nation and temple; and thus to point out the difficulty that 


| would then attend the godly, who would eſcape, and but ſcarcely eſcape, 


from that de ſolating calamity —— And there is nothing inconliſtent 


with this, to apply the apoſtle's language here alſo, which, 1 find, not 
a few grave and learned divines have done. 


Where, where, for ſhelter ſhall the guilty f fly, 
When conſternation unns the good man pale. 


9 


Night-thoughts. 
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a mighty Moxaxcs marches triumphantly, in the |: 
midſt of his well-diſciplined and puiſſant army, with f 
open banners, and all the pomp of a martial camp— ec 
with the chief attendants, furrounding his royal per. 21 

ſon, his trumpets ſounding before him, and. his ap- K 
proach welcomed, with univerſal acclamations of WW v 

J —Doubtleſs, ſuch a ſight muſt ſtrike every be- h. 

holder with aſtonihment— And, after this manner, gt 
is the Lord's coming to judgment pointed out. He i 
comes in the clouds of heaven, riding triumphantly I 
(as it were) upon a chariot, on a body of light,bright- 
er than the ſun, with power and great glory; ſending b 
his angels, with the loud found of a trumpet before d 
him; and then, the Lord HinssLF ſhall deſcend from . 
heaven, with a ſhout, and with the voice of the Nu 
archangel, and with the trump of God et be- Iv 
ware, O my ſoul, and entertain not ſo groſs appre - o 

henſions as to imagine, that this will be a material ü 
trumpet; it rather ſeems to be, the voice of the Sox f 
of God, which the dead ſhall hear; and then they y 
ſhall ariſe, and appear before him. 61 

The ſecond coming of Chriſt is ſaid to be, after a 
the manner of a mighty prince, fitting on the bench Nh 
of majeſty, with all his nobles and courtiers, ſtanding I v 

around his royal throne, and he, in his own perſon, n 

calling every malefactor ro be condemned, Matth. Nu 
xxv. He will fit upon his throne of glory, with all Nie 
the angelical tribes around him +, and all nations of o 
che earth ſhall be gathered before him. If the coun- Iv 
tenance WW fi 


0 But now the caftern ſkies expanding wide 
The glorious JuDc E omnipotent deſcends, 
= And to the fublunary world his paſſage bends; 
= Where, cloath'd with human nature, he did once reſide.” 
=, Round him the bright &ctherial armys fly, | 
And loud triumphant Hallelyjabs ſing, 

= Vith fongs of praiſe, and hymns of victory, 
| To their celeſtial King, 
l 
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tenance of a judge be ſo terrible to 2 guilty male- 
factor, and ſtrikes fuch a dread in the heart of a 


condemned priſoner. If men be taken with ſuch. 


an awe and reverence, at the majeſty of an earthly 
king, where there is no fear of puniſhment; ah 
what ground of horror and fear will the wicked 
have at that day, when the ſtricteſt juſtice, and the 
greateſt majeſty imaginable, ſhall meer in the per- 
ſon of this judge ? Yea, all the kindreds of the earth 
hall wail becauſe of him. 1895 PIR. 

The ſaints themſelves have been ſeized with dread 
by a ſudden conſternation, at ſome extraordinary 
divine appearances— The fight upon mount 
Sinai (when it was all in a flame, the Armicury 


uttering his voice, and the found of the trumpet 


waxing louder and louder) made the whole hoſt 
of Iſrael, to fear and quake exceedingly *®. When 
the Lord diſcovered only a ray of his glory in a vi- 
fon, to the prophet Iſaiab, he cryed out with fear, 
Woes me for Im undone——for mine eyes have ſeen 
the king, the Lord of hoſts Alf fo much majeſty 


appeared in Chriſt in the days of his fleſh, that whew 


his enemies came to apprehend him, they were ſmote 
with terror, and fell backward to the ground; how 


much more majeſty will he have,in his appearance at 


the great day, when he comes to manifeſt that glory 


to men and angels, which was concealed in the days 


of his fleſh; then the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be re- 
vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels,” an 
flaming fire, to take vengeance on them that know 

b Wy not 


9 


- 


Round the tribunal, next tg the moſt high, 
In ſacred diſcipline and order, ffand ; 
The peers and princes of the ſky, 

As they cxcel in glory or command. £7 
* Exod. xix. 16. $ Ifa, vi. 8. 
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146 M allo and Reaſoriings. J 
not God, and that obey not the goſpel. of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt. 2 Thęſſi i. 7, 8. 

How terrible will this — * in reſſ pect of the 
proceedings thereon! We muſt all appear before the 
Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every.one may receive 
the things done in his body according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. Then 
the ſecrets of every heart ſhall be diſcovered; every 
thought, word and action ſhall be examined, and al 

| perſons righteouſly judged. T he moſt latent im. 
| purities, the moſt ſubtile hypocriſy, the moſt cunn.. 
| ing and artificial fraud, and the moſt diſſimulate 

7 malice, will then be brought to publick view; an! 
1 every one's ſins will be laid in order, and broad 

} band before his eyes——repreſented as clearly, asif 

they were in the immediate act of committing then. 
| | Then the conſcience. which has been long ſeared us 


a I” r bY * 


it were, with a hot iron, ſhall awaken with a terrible 
1x vengeance. And in that day, no enchanting muſick 
8 can cure the ſtings, and bitings of this farantula + 
'' within; no ſoporifick or dormitive, po opium of 
| ſtupidity or Atheiſm, can give an hour's reſt, or a 
1 moment's reſpite. How will the wicked then cure 
. the day on which they were born 5, the womb that 
1 5 bare them, and the breaſts that gave them ſuck ! 


” mh A ww v# 


+ The Tarantula is a venemous kind of ſpider, ſpeckled ah white 
and black, or red and green ſpots; they much abound in Naples, a'd 
tis ſaid of them, that their bite is of ſuch a nature, as to be cud 
F by muſick — However that be, 'tis a certain and fad truth, that tie 
( ſtings of the conſciences of wicked men are too often and too cali 
| | cured, by the deceitful muſick of a betwitching and deluding word 8 
$ to which unregenerate mer, Wunder the horrours of an alarmed cu 
= : ſeience, frequet tly fly for caſe and relief; but in the world to con 
| | the wicked will have no partners in iniquity, that can in the leaſt cor 
fort them, nor any medicine that can give them an inſtant's reſpite. 

s We have indeed an account, in ſacred writ, of two emioeti ** 

ſaints, who, while in this world, ſaid of their birth-day, Let the M 

periſp wherein I'was born, aud the night in which it was ſad, There isi 
mare 
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Tes, they will even then curſe themſelves, for 


their folly, in ſo readily ſuccumbing to fatannical 


ſuggeſtions ; and they will not fail to pour curſes 
upon ſuch, as were their inſtigators to fin. May 
we not ſuppoſe, the wretched reprobate will then 
cry out in anguiſh, “ Ah wretched T! how am T 
undone for evermore ? How often was I warned of 
this day, from God's holy word! how warmly was 


I admoniſhed and aſſured, that this would be the 


fruit and wages of my ſinful life! Oh, that 1 had 
then taken warning! but alas, ſuch was the ſtupidi- 
ty of my vile heart, ſuch the inſatiable deſire I had 
for the pleaſures of fin, that I frequently departed, 
ſcoffing thoſe friendly admonitors——DO for a little 
reſpite !'O for a leaſe of ſome few years! Oh to 
have my precious and miſpent” time recalled ! but 
now I'm loſt, I am irrecoverably undone to all 


eternity.“ 


No is the time of divine patience ; the ſeaſon, in 
which the Lord exerciſeth forbearance, towards ſin- 
ners ; but hereafter ſhall the impenitent find, to their 
everlaſting ſorrow and grief, that the dreadful and ter- 
rible day of God's wrath is coming,in which they wm 


man- child conceived, Let that day be darkneſs, let not God regard it from 
above, neither let the light ſpine upon it. Let darkneſs and the ſhadow 
of death ſtam it, let a cloud dwell upon it, let the blackneſs of the day ter- 
rify it. Job. iii. 2,4, 3. And, curſed be the day wherein I was born : 
let not the day wherein my mother bare me be bleſſed. Jer. xx. 14. 


With reſpe&t to theſe expreſſions, it muſt be ſaid of the ſaints that 


uttered. them, this was their infirmity; and indeed the moſt eminently 
godly man has not at all times, the ſame exerciſe of theſe graces,whieh 
at ſome ſes ſons ſhine molt illuſtriouſly in him; and ris certainly thoſe 
and only thoſe, who are in hell, that have cauſe fo wiſh they had never 
been born, Matth. xxvi. 24. Mean time, as Mr. Henry expreſſes hime 
ſelf, Let us obſerve it, to the honour of the ſpiritual lite above the 
natural, that tho? many have curſed the day of their firſt birth, never 
any curſed the day of their new birth, nor wiſhed they never had had 
grace, and the ſpirit of grace given them! | 


2 7 4 
5 * 
4 * 
1 - Bars 
9 
* 9 
+ +ip 
8 
> Tag 
4 
= + 
" «ER 
4 1 
EN 
1 
0 a 
© BY 
' 4B} 
% <a 
F a 
3.5 - 
N ' 
9 
1 
2 h a 
Ka » 
% 
i} bs 
* 
2 
2 
3 
x „ 
„ 2 ” 
#7 = WM 
"SB 
8 Mi 
. £3 $4 
2 
BU. 7 G 
EY 
R 177 4 
"WIS 
3 
ES 
> RE 
Vs 
22 i 
: 2 
4 4 
1 > 
" 7 
1 
1 
= _ 
3 2 
* : 
joe os : 
* 4 4 
* 128 
11 
1 : * 
SZ” Þ 
S 7 
— . 
1 
4 + 
2 * 
F F 1 1 
3 1 
4 of l * 
111 
n 
ST > 
. 
LI ” 
— 
33 : 
Sc 
Y, 5 
* 2 : 
: 4 
r 
7 -- 
=> ' 
Wo 4 
_ g 
1 
1 
** 5 
5 
2 = 
= 
3 
* * . \ 
1 
+ 
1 
1 2 
Th * 
2 
4 - 
: i 
s, - ns 
ai 
SSR 
© 3h 
way G 
. p 
” 4x 
_ SZ 
3. 
* 4 
— 1 
= vu 
. 
: 


148 Meditations and Reaſonings. 


find juſtice without mercy, vengeance without pity, 


and execution without further delay. But O happy, 
beyond all expreſſion, they upon whom the joyful 
ſentence will then be pronounced, Come ye bleſſed of 
my father,inherit the kingdom prepared jor you from 


the foundation of the world. Lift up your heads, 


ye faints, in the proſpect of this day! in which ye ſhall 


be openly acquitted, before God, angels, and men 


Next will the irreclaimable workers of iniquity 
have their irrevokable doom pronounced ; and Oh! 
what an awful ſentence will, in that day, be paſt a- 
gainſt them ! the judge will then ſay to thoſe on 
his left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever. 
laſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels— 
who can imagine words more full of horrour . 
What an immenſe multitude muſt appear, at this 
tremendous tribunal! all who ever lived, from the firſt 
man Adam, to the laſt that ſhall breathe on the earth, 
muſt ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chri/t. There 
is no prince or potentate, no prophet or apoſtle, no 
man or woman, whether rich or poor, high or low, 
that can plead exemption from this righteous bar. 
And how ſhall the unclean adulterer, the covetous 
uſurer, 


I The Lord, the ſov'reign, ſends his ſummons forth, 
Calls the ſouth nations, and awakes the north ; 
From eaſt to weſt the ſounding orders ſpread 
Thro' diſtant worlds, and regions of the dead; 

No more (hall Atheiſts mock his long delay; 

His vengeauce ſleeps no more: behold the day, | 
Be hold the judge deſcends; his guares are vigh, . 
Tempeſt and fire attend him down the „„ 
Heaven, earth and hell draw near; let all things come 
To hear his juſtice and the finner's doom. 

Sinners, awake betimcs; ye fools, be wiſe 3 

Awake, before this dreadful morning riſe; 

Charge your vain thoughts your crooked works amend ; 
Fly to the Saviour, make the judge your friend; 
L-ft, like a lion, his laſt vengeance tear 
Your trembling ſouls, and no deliverer near, 


Watts. 
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Neditations and Reaſonings.  Ta9 
uſurer, the prophane blaſphemer, the debauched _ 
drunkard, the cruel oppreſſor, the cunning deceiver, 
the miſchiveous liar, the diſſembling hypocrite, the 
of MW bloody murderer, the deceitful trader, the negli: 
mW gent paſtor,the unjuſt judge—hew ſhall all rhe black 
Is, band of impenitent wretches, be able to lift up their 
all faces, before the glorious judge? Where then will 
en Wl be the glory of theſe, who now paſs under the name of 
ty mighty conquerors; ſuch as the mighty Alexander, 
1! Wl the fortunate Cacſar, and ſuch famous warriours ? 
a-W The moſt magnificent generals will then be diveſted 
on Wl of their trains and attendants, and muſt ſtand: na- 
r. lea, before the righteous judge, to receive their fi- 
— nal ſentence. And oh, what can all the ungodly 
crew, who have been companions: ia ſin, anſwer at 
nis this day; but plead guilty ? Conſider this, ye that 
rſt Wl forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces, when there be 
th, none to deliver yr. N 
re Well, the day is haſtening on——the judge will 
no ſhortly come; and I may addreſs the expectants of 
W. his coming, as the two men, in white apparel, ſaid 
ar. W unto the apoſtles, Ye men of Galilee, why /tand ye 
us gazing up into heaven ? This ſame Jeſus, which 
er, is taken up from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in 
like manner as ye have ſeen him go into heaven , 
133 | Acts 


This meflage, ſent from heaven, to the ſpectators of our Lord's 
aſcenſion expreſly intimates, that Chriſt will come at the laſt day, 
in that human nature which he took with him to heaven. ——*Tis 
ſaid, x Cor. vi 2. that the ſaints ſpall judge the world and our Lord 
himſelf faid unto his diſciples, Matth. xix. 28. Verily I ſay unto you, 
that ye "who have followed me in the regeaeration, whea the ſon of man 
Hall fit on the throne of bis glory, ye alſo ſpall fit upon twelve thrones, 
Judging the twelve tribes of Jrael ——By which ſacred expreſſions, we 
are not to underſtand any infringement made upon the authority of 
Chriſt the JuDG x; but theſe may either point out (r.) That the 
apoſtles, the minilters, and ſaints of Chriſt will ſtand up as witnell.s a- 
gainſt the wicked, at the great day. Or, (2.) The ſaints, as aſſ.ſors 
with Chriſt, will cordially approve of the righticas- procedure, on 
hat awful day, | . | 
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Acts i. It. Chear up your hearts, believers, and res | 
joice in the proſpect of the judge's approach: but, 


be afraid ye workers of iniquity, for this Judge will 
be terrible in his appearance unto yu. 
Hs is of omnipotent power, and doth among all 


the armies of his creatures, in heaven or in earth, as 


ſeemeth meet in his ſight; and none can ſtay 'his 
hand, or ſay.unto him, what doeſt thou? Hz made 
all things at firſt out of nothing; and without him 
was not any thing made, which was made. John i. 3. 
Oh then, how may the wicked tremble, at the 


apprehenſion of his coming, who was an arm of 


Infinite power ! 

He is alſo of omniſcient knowledge ; his « eyes are 
brighter than the ſun, and more piercing than flames 
of fire; they run up and down the earth, and behold 
the moſt ſecret actions thereon. Hz ſees all our 
thoughts afar off, and knows them, before they are 


perfectly conceived in our minds; he ſeeth in dark. 


neſs, as well as in light; and at midnight; as well as 
at noonday ; as there is no ſhield, nor buckler, nor 
ſanctuary in this world, that can fecure from the 
ſtroke of his Onrirovencry ſo there is no covert, 
nor ſhade of darkneſs, that can conceal from his 
Ouniscikxcv. 


Adam could not be hid from God's all-ſeeing eye, 


when he violated the divine command, in eating the 


forbidden fruit, Hs ſaw cruel Cain when guilty of 
fratricide, by embruing his unmerciful hands, in the 
crying blood of the innocent Abel: he beheld the de- 
ſigns and draughts-of the ſons of Jacob, when they 
made ſale of 7o/eph to the Medianitiſh merchants, to 


be carryed down to Egypt; David's bloody act, in 


murderingUriah, and his defiling of Bathſheba; the 
unnatural treaſon and rebellion of .4b/alom, and the 


wicked counſel of ſubtile Achitophel, were all naked 


before this great judge. 4had's tyranny and me 
on 
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en over poor. Naboth ; Jezebels cruelty, Haman's 
pride, Balaam's covetous heart after the wages of 
iniquity, Gehazz's avarice, the Phariſee's pride and 
boaſting, - were all clearly ſeen by the eyes of this 
judge, to whom every one muſt give account. Re hath 
his throne in the higheſt heavens, and from the ha · 
bitation of his dwelling place, he beholds all the 
children of men. He "that planted' the ear, ſhalt 
he not hear? he that formed the eye, ſhall he not 


ſee ? he that teacheth man knowledge, fhall he not 


know Pſal. xciv. y.—Ah ſinner, as thou canſt not 
now eſcape the eye of his omniſcience, fo, if thou 
repent not, thou ſhalt not be able ta avoid falling a 
ſacrifice into rhe omnipotent hands of Hin, who is 

_ thy witneſs, and will at the laſt day, be thy 
ju e. 7 Cs 4 L ; { ; ke 3 EFT 4-4 Ef a ; 
; Then he will alfo appear, inflexible in his juſtice. - 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do right? Tes, 
no creature can then prevail with him; no tears, no 
crys, po ſighs, or groans will move him to turn a- 
fide from the ſtricteſt of juſtice. His ſcepter is 
moſt ſtraight, his judgment moſt righteous, his eye 
moſt penetrating; and he will not look upon any 
bribes, nor be intreated, in that day, for the wicked; 
neither will he ſhew them mercy any more Such 
is the judge, and ſuch his properties, before whom 
thou muſt appear, O my ſoul, at the laſt day; 
when ſoul and body have their ſecond meeting to- 
gether. | Toon OTE 
Seeing then, O ye children of men, all»thefe * 
things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of perſons 
ought ye to be, in all holy converſation and godli- 
neſs, looking for, and haſtning unto the coming of 
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
ſhall be diſſolved and the elements ſhall melt with 
fervent heat.” O that men would beware, leſt their 
hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunken- 
| | a > Bo i | ne.; 
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152 Meditations and Reaſanings. 1 
neſs; and ſo, this day ſurprize them unawares #1 
Ariſe from the bed of floth, O my ſoul; —remem- ! 
ber the inhabitants of Laiſb, Judges xviii. 7. Their 
ſecurity made them become the ſpoil and prey of 
theirenemies,—remember the fooliſh virgins, Matth. 
Xxxv. They ſlumbred and ſlept until midnight, when 
the cry was given, behold the bridegroom cometh; 
and the want of yl in their lamps excluded them 
from the wedding-chamber. Thrice happy theſe, 
whom the Lord when he comes, ſhall find watching 
and waiting for his approach But miſerable, for 
ever miſerable ſhall he be, whom this day of the Lord 
overtakes ſleeping ſecurely in his ſins. O thou who 
art appointed judge of the quick and dead, prepare 
my heart for thy approach ; come Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly, and enable me in a lively faith of thy com- 
ing, to ſing and fay with thy ſervant of old; Let 


the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad: let 


the ſea roar, and the fulneſs thereof. Let the field 
be joyful, and all that is therein, then ſhall all the 
frees of the wood rejoice before the Lord ; for be. 
cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he ſhall. 


judge the worid with righteouſneſs, and the people 


with bis truth. Pal. xcvi. 11, 12,13. iy 


in id of Jerom, that be imagined the found of the laft tram- 
was ever ringing in his ears; and he conſtantly apprehended that 


he heard the awful voice, Ariſe ye dead, and come to judgment. — It 


were well. if ſuch an alarm was ſounding in the minds of the many | 
ſecure and unconcerned Ox Es in this age. | ok 
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On the Raviſhing Joys of the Sarnts in Hea- 


- 


mically or fynecdochically. As (1.) For God the creator of heaven and earth, 
Dan. iv. 26. Thy kingdom ſhall be ſure unto thee, after that thou ſpalt bave 


alfo the returning prodigal cry'd, Luke xv. 21. I have finned againſt 


inhabitants, the angels 
wt clean in hi ſight. (3.) Hereby is pointed forth the church militant 


from heaven, and heaven is the place appointed for the church's. 


F heaven, i. e. Antiochus Epiphanes perſecuted the church of God upon 
earth. (4.) Tis taken for the clouds and other meteors. Lev. xxvi. 19. 
I will make your heaven as iron and your earth as braſs. i. e. 1 will lo con- 
the earth. (5.) By heaven is here underſtood, that glorious place which 
of God's glory and majeſty is. Here it is, where the ſaints enjoy. as 


[io this glorious place, is without any defect, and without all end. 


MEDITATION XI. 


HE ſilent watches of a gloomy night are paſt, 
the morning dawns; and lo, the feathered 

J choir are chanting our their artleſs melodious muſick, 
rejoicing at the approach of a new day ! what a mo- 

nitor to thee, O my ſoul, to ling an heavenly an- 
ne x them, 


4 Heaven is in ſcriptere language uſed either, l me tony- 
h 


tuown that the heavens, [i. e. the God of the heavens.) da rule. So, our Sa- 
viour aſks the rulers, pricits, and elders of the jews. Matth. xxi. 25. 
The baptiſm of John whence was it? from heaven or of men? And thus 


beaven &ec. (2.) This expreſſion is made uſe of, to ſignify its heavenly 
and ſaints; John. xv. 19. Tea, the heavens are 


on earth; becauſe its riſc and ſpring, its laws and ordinances, are 
tumph and everlaſting habitation, after a compleat victory is obtain- 


ed over the devil, the world, and the fleſh; thus Dan. viii. 10. That 
little horn, which Daniel ſaw in a viſion, waxed great againſt the boſt 


folidﬀate and bind up the clouds, that they ſhall not diſtill rain upon 
is the habitation of angels and ſaints, and where the ſeat and throne 


their ſupt eam happineſs, the divine preſence ; and their fulneſs of joy, 
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1840 Meditations and Reaſonings 
them, and publiſh the praiſes of him who makes the 
day and the night to ſucceed in their turns ! yes, yes, 
they that f hre much tribulation, have entered into 
the kingdom of heaven, ceaſe not night nor day, to 
ſing a new ſong to God, and to the Lamb that fits 
upon the throne. Theſe glorified ſaints have now 
got above the reach of either temptation or corrup- 
tion; and the proſpect of ſuch a victory, attended 
with unutterable glory, may be remarkably uſeful, 
to chear up thoſe who are yet wreſtling in their af- 
cent up the hill of God; Oh what treaſures of bliſs 
await the heavenly j Journeyer, when the. toil of this 
night is over! 

The glorious poſſeſſion of the ſaints in beaven, | is 
ſet forth under the name of a kingdom. Come ye bleſ: 
 fedof my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you. 
Matth. xxv. 24. Fear not little flock, for it is your 
father's good pleaſure, to give you the kingdom. Luke 
xii. 32. And how juſtly is it tiled, a bleſſed, an e- 
ternal, and everlaſting kingdom! An inf pired writ- 
er ſpeaking of the glory of this kingdom, ſays, Eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor have entred into 
the heart of man, the things which Golf hath provid- 
ed for them that love him. 1 Cor. ii. 9. No ima- 
gination can conceive, no underſtanding can com- 
prehend, no tongues of angels or men can expreſs 
how glorious the kingdom is. It is like that Hd. 
den manna, that white ſtone and the neu name, pro- 
miſed to him that overcomes, which no man en 

but he that receiveth it. Rev. ii. 

This heavenly inheritance is called by an ante 
a crown of glory. 1 Pet. v. 4. When the chief ſhep · 
herd ſhall appear, ye ſhdll receive u crown of glory, 
that fadeth not away. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. Ihave fought 
a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept | 
the faith; henceforth is laid up for me a crown of 
righteoune „ which the Lord, the righteous judge 


hall 


2 @a 


"H 3 "os —— a. oe OW <H = "EY _— - — — — * — AS —— 


4 . . — a n oe vat 4 4 Nr 9 4. * * 
* S a 9 * "I —_ 8 * * 


Meditations aud Reaſonings 155 
ſhall give me at that day, and not to me only, but 
to all them alſo that love: his appearance: Tis 
called a crown of life, Rev. ii. He thou faithful 
unto the death, and I will give thee a crown of life, 
Tis called a paradiſe ; hence Chriſt's words:tb the 
penitent thief, Luke xxiii, This day ſhalt thou be with 
me in paradiſe, And the penman of the revelation 
faith, To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midſt of. the paradiſe f 
God. The fame inſpired writer deſcribes it by a glo- 
rious and ſtately city, called the holy and neu Je- 
ruſalem above, whoſe wall was of jaſper, and the 
city was pure gold; the foundation of the walls gar+ 
niſhed with all manner of precious ſtones, as the Jaſt 
per, Sapphire, Chalcedony, Emerald, Sardonyx, Sar. 
dius, Chryſolite, Beryl, Topaz, Chryſoprafus, Fac» 
inct and Amethiſt ; the twelve gates of the city were 
twelve pearls, and the ſtreet of the city was. pure 
geld: and the city had no need of the ſun, neither of 
the mogmto ſhine in it; for the glory of God did lights 
en it, ant! the Lamb is the light thereof. Rev. xxt.— 
By this deſcription the ſpirit of God will have us to 
underſtand, that there is unutterable glory and ma- 
jeſty, which the Lord hath prepared for his people. 
in heaven. And yet is it not aſtoniſhing to think, how 
much the ſenſual pleaſures of this world engage 
the attention of moſt men; and how little the great: 
eſt part of mankind are concerned about ſecuring to 
themſelves, an everlaſting inheritance, in theſe glo- 
rious manſions above ! ha” 
| _ 
Should a ſpirit of ſuperior rank (ſays a learned writer) who is 
a (tranger to human nature, accidentally alight upon the earth, and 


take a ſurvey of its inhabitants; what would his notions of us be? would 
not he think that we are a ſpecies of beings made for quite different 


ends and purpoſes than what we really are? Muſt not he imagine that 


we were placed in this world to get riches and honours? Would nat he 
think that it was our duty to toil after wealth, and tation and title? 
8 | Nay, 
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156 Meditations and Reaſtnings. 


hne eternal felicity of the ſaints above, is ſome. i 


times repreſented by a royal feaſt, and a ſolemn en- 


tertainment, which Chriſt will make for the happy 


gueſts. Iſa. xxv. 6. And in this mountain, ſhall 
the Lord of boſts make unto all people a feaſt of fat 


things, a feaſt of wines on the lees, of fat thing! 
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. — 
He will fallow up death in victory, and the Lord 


God will wipe away tears from off all faces. 'Tisre- 
corded of Abaſuerus, that great monarch of Aſia, 
who ſwayed a ſceptre over an hundred and twenty 
ſeven provinces; that to manifeſt the royalty of his 


pomp, ſplendor, riches and power, he appointed a 


feaſt in his magnificent palace at Shuſban, for all the 
princes and potentates of his empire, which was to 
continue for an hundred and fourfcore days toge- 


ther. Eſther 1. Yes, but how mean, O my ſoul, was 


Hhaſuerus's feaſt ? not to be compared with that glo- 
rious feaſt, which ſhall endure in heaven, thro' all 
eternity ! There, the gueſts ſhall be fed with heaven: 
ly manna, and the bread of life, and ſhall drink Ke 
Nay, would not he believe we were forbidden poverty by threats of 


eternal puniſhment, and enjoined to purſue our pleaſures uader pain 
of damnation? He would certainly imagine that we were influenced by a 


| ſehemeof dutys quite oppoſite to thoſe which are indeed preſcribed tous, 


And truly, according to ſuch an imagination, he muſt conclude that 
we are a ſpecies of the moſt obedient creatures in the univerſe ; that 
we are conſtant to our duty; and that we keep a ſteddy eye on the 
end for which we were ſent hither. But how great would be his a- 
ſtoniſpment, when he learnt that we were beings not deſigned to exiſt 
in this world above threeſcore and ten years? And that the preateſt 
part of this buſy ſpecies fall ſhort even of that age? How: would he be 
loſt in horior and admiration, when he ſhould know that this ſett of 
creatures, who lay out all their endeavours for this life, which ſcarce 
deſerves the name of £xiflence, when 1 ſay, he ſhould know that 
this ſett of creatures arc to cxilt to all eternity in another life, for 
which they make no preparativis, | 5 
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16. ¶ the pure fountain of living waters; ſo that they ſhall 

en : never hunger nor thirſt any more; but every one 

py e ſhall have a fulneſs of glory! ie TER 

al How grand and magnificent muſt that feaſt be, 

fat where almighty God is Lord of the feaſt ; all his 

ro: fl glorified ſaints the aſſeſſors; angels and archangel, 

] cherubims and ſeraphims the miniſters ! There ſhall 

de manifeſted the glory and ſplendor, not of ſome 

re. few provinces, but of his extenſive dominions, who 

a, is Kino or kixes, anD LORD OF LokDs 3 Whoſe 

ity Wl power and riches are alike infinite and inconceivable! 

his How triumphant muſt be the joy of ſuch a folemn 

1 a Wl feſtival ; and what unſpeakable bliſs and happineſs 

the MW ſhall it be, O my ſoul, to be a partaker of it! 

to Is not even the primitiae, and firſt-fruits of heaven 

ge- furpriſingly raviſhing and delightful! what then 

vas Wl muſt be the poſſeſſion thereof itſelf ? What tokens 

lo. Jof Divine Majeſty has God ſometimes ſhown to his 

all W faints here below! The Lord remarkably honoured 

>n- WM Moſes, in working ſuch ſigns and wonders by him 

of in Egypt, before Pharoah ; and at the red fea, and 

the upon mount Sinai, before the Maelites. The God 
of the prophets ſignalized Elijah, by putting as it 

s of MW were, the keys of the clouds in his hand, to ſhut the 

pain W cataracts thereof, that there ſhould neither be rain 

nor dew upon the earth; for ſuch a time 1 Kings 

ba W_ 18, —He dignified Eli ha, by curing Naaman the Sys 

that Wl rian, with a very ſimple receipt. Go and waſb in For- 

the dan ſeven times, and thou ſhalt be clean. 2 Kings 5. 

s 2 Wl Chriſt Jeſus honoured his apoſtles, by giving them 

a commiſſion and power to caſt out devils, and ro 

e be cure all manner of diſeaſes, nor only by the word 

t of Wl of their mouths, but by ſending their napkins, yea 

arce WF by their very ſhadows. And, if the prophets, a- 

© poſtles, and other ſaints of God, have been fo dig- 
nified in this world, where their kingdom'zs not; 

iſo, W what unſpeakable honour and glory mult they re- 

: — . ce 


ceive, upon their arrival into the kingdo 
ven, where JenOvAHhimſelf dwells? Yes, 
own words, Mhoſocver ſhall canſeſ me before men, 
him ſhall the ſen of man alſo conſſi before the angel 
of Gad. Luke xii. 8. He will ſet them down with 
Abraham, Jſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God; 
Where no anxious care ſhall moleſt them, no tot. 
menting fears ſhall diſquiet them, where there is no 
devils to tempt them, no corruption to ſadden them: 
for hell, and death, and the devil ſhalt then be all 
_ trampled under foot, and the ſaints will be put in 
poſſt ſſion of crowns of uncorruptible glory, robes 
of ſpotleſs innocency, and palms of eternal victory 
There it ſhall be their work, their endleſs work to ing 
heavenly halelujas, for everjand ever. But the ſpring- 
fountain of the ſaints felicity, will conſiſt in the clear 
Intuitive, beatifick viſion of God's face in glory; and 
the enjoy ment of him, in whom dwelleth the trea- 
ſures of all mercy and goodneſs. For they ſhall then 
fee him as he is; Not darkly as through a glaſs; but 
they ſhall behold him face to face. And no wonder 
that ſuch as are bleſſed with this beatifick viſion, and 
the enjoyment of God himſelf; be fully and finally 
\ happy; ſeeing in him is contained all happineſs and 
bliſs ; for all that worldly pleaſure and ſublunary de- 
light, wherein mortals do ſolace themſelves, are but 
the drops diſtilling out of this vaſt and infinite ocean; 
they are but as ſtreams or rivulets, flowing from this 
inexhauſtible fountain. So that whatever degrees of 
delight or fatisfattion are to be had in the enjoyment 
of the creature, they muſt needs be found in a far, 
_ infinitely far more eminent degree of perfection, in 
the Creator; who will be to his ſaints, mel in ore, 
melos in aure, ſweeter than honey in their mouths, WM. 
and more raviſhing than muſick in their ears; he 
will be a light to their underſtandings, and an ever- 
laſting contentment to their wills + b 
= When 
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Meditations ant Reaſonings. 259 
When the queen of Sheba came from afar, to | 
ſt! behold the wiſdom of Salomon; ſhe confeſſed it was a 
en, true report that ſhe heard in her own country, of his 
ent as and of his wiſdom ;/the believed not till ſhe came 
ith and faw ; and behold the one half was not told her; 
d; for his wiſdom and proſperity did far exceed the 
ot: fame ſhe bad heard, an therefore ſhe: cries out: 
no Happy are thy men, happy are theſe thy ſervants, 
m: who and continually before thee, and that: hear 
all W {by wiſdom. 1 Kings x. 8. So ſay 1, on this ſubject; 
in WF unto you, O expectants of heaven! a great une 
bes MW and report of the unſpeakable and raviſhing joys of 
'— WW heaven you have oftimes heard; but be ares ye 
ing have not heard, nor could ye hear the half of that 
ng · fame which it doth deſerve. When ye arrive at that 
car Wl glorious place the heavenly Jeruſalem above, there 
nd Wl will ye behold bim, that fits upon the throne, far 
ex ¶ greater than Sclomon Oh with what joy and glad- 
ben neſs of heart, _ the faints then cry out, Happy 
out Wl theſe 7h 'y ſervants, O prince of peace, who ſtand con-: 
der m before thee, and admire the. depths: of thy 
ind . wiſdom; who are ſatisfied with wy 4 
lly Wl fatne/s of thy houſe, and with the rivers of ann 
d which are at thy right hand for evermore. 

de- O what — delight, what tranſporting j joys 
Out W muſt the ſaints have, upon ſeeing their glorious re- 
n; Pn who purchaſed heaven for er with his 


of | Bn 
ent . Joſe ephres thinks ; ſhe was queen of Merve, which was ee 


Ar, called Saba. But à great many of his countrymen more righty un- 
: derſtand this matter: Who ſay ſhe came from Aljemin ; which was 
ID the ſouth part of Arabia Felix, near the red fea; and fo our ſaviour calls 

re, ber the queen of the South, which is the fignification of Jemin in He- 

hs, brew; and in Arabick with the addition of Al is called jemin. 


he Theodoret thinks ſhe was a religious woman, as far as the light of na- 
| ture guided her; and if we may believe the Hebrew tradition, ſhe 
er. had ſome tincture of revealed religion from her pious anceſtors. For 

they think ſhe was deſcended from Atrabam by Keturab; one of 
en %bole ſons begat _—_ Lhe to os Patrick. 
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ious blood, now ſitting on his throne of majeſ 
ty! If the three wiſe men that travelled afar from 
the eaſt, under the direction of a ſtar, rejoiced to 
ſee Hin lying in a manger; what a joyful fight muſt 
it be, to behold Hin, in his higheſt triumphs of glo · 
ry 1 Jobn the baptiſt leaped in his mother's womb, 
upon Mary the mother of our Lord ſaluting her, 
Luke i. 44. For la, as ſoon as the voice of thy falu- 
tation ſounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my 
womb for joy. How then will the preſence of Chriſt 
in heaven affect the glorifyed inhabitants, when they 
i ſee him on his royal throne, and in his eternal kings 
dom! Then they will alfo behold all that glorious 
1 hierarchy, of principalities and powers, thrones and 
daominions, angels and archangels, cherubims and 
1 ſeraphims.— There, they will ſee the renowned pa- 
1 triarchs, the inſpired prophets, the apoſtles and all 
14 the diſciples of Chriſt. — There they will have the 
noble army of martyrs, and all the triumphant ſaints 
for their delightful and conſtant companions. 
14 There they will hear Chriſt eternally extolled and 
#1 commended, and every faint admiring his undeſery- 
1 ed and unparalelled love unto them: and oh, how 
= do the whole conſiſtory of heaven triumph and exult 
14 upon the daily arrival of new brethren, winging 
their flight from theſe abodes of mortality, into that 
harbour of everlaſting ſafety and happineſs ; carrying 
the ſpoils of their vanquiſhed enemies, the devil, the 
how and the fleſh, as the trophies of their victory 
thro' the blood of Jeſus; their enemies being all foil- 
ed, ſo as that they ſhall never be 1 to give them 
any after aſſault | ! 
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Again | 


| Some learned men are of hola that the of the Caints is} 
daily increaſed in heaven, by the additional numbers of ſuch, as have 
been converted, hy means of their example or inſtructions while upon 
earth, or by the pious books left behind them: And chat on the Oe 
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implify their joy? how 
; refleAing eye, upon all theſe hardſhips and afflie- 


ions, dangers and difficiilties; which they were once 


environed with in this world; and from which, they 
re now altogether} and for ever eſcaped! how will 


kn irrecoverably They will hen have no further 
occaſion to join with Paul, in faſting; watching; 


ind bearitig down the body. There will be no Achau 
peace of this heavenly camp; no ſtorm 


o diſturb the 
in this harbour; no Philiſtine, Canaanite, Hivite, 


or to aſſault any of its inhabitants; no enemy to 


vithin this adiſe, to deceive or beguile. No, no; 
the ſaints may then lay down all their armour; when 
they arrive at this land of prbmiſe; there, their on- 


ly cxbreife will be to triumph and rejoice; for ever- 
more; to ling anthetns and hallclujabs thro' N | 


es | hy 


Such will by he 3 fink the glary, fuck the &/ | 
ary, and ſuch the 1 5 of tae ſain ts, when ey : 
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band, the bean of the 2 is 4 3 by ths 
number of thoſe, that were led to ſin through the means of their 
wicked practices, while in this life; or have afterwards become infected 


ind corrupted by their errors. Without ſtaying here, to determine 


vith refpeQ to the reaſons that may be offered, either for or againſt 


F the above; tis certain that it will be a bitter ingredient in the cups of | 
many flothful miniſters, negligent parents, wicked maſters and teach< 


ers, that, by their looſe, and laſcivious lives, or their wicked inſtrue- 


tions apd examples, they have debanched 1 Wer foch 3 
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i Aki, O my ſ6ul,how will the pee und 
eternity of the'ſaints abode i in heaven; compleat and 
joyfully will they look, with 45 


hey then admit that free and unmerited grace of 
God, which: delivered them from the great peril 
they were once i in, and into which others have fal- 


Perizzite, or Jebuſũite to moleſt this heaven Canaan, 5 


or battery to its walls; no ſubtile ſerpent 
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162 Meditation and Reaſonings. | 
are * in full poſſeſſion of che great reward +, which 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has purchaſed for them. Rex, 
XXii. 12. Behold I come guackly,. and my reward i 
with me. What ſtrange, what unaccountable ſiu. 
pidity would it then be, O my ſoul, for thee to take 
up with any thing, which this world can ge at 
thy portion ? Away, wich all anxio ar hw about 
earthly vanities; ſlacken thy purſuits after them; 
and quicken thy pace, in preſſing fo forward toward) 
the mark, far the prize of the high calling of God, in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Act the part of that wiſe merchani 
that will fell all ſinful pleaſures, for Chriſt the pear! 
af great price. Now, is the opportunity for en: 
riching thyſelf, by embracing that excellent offer, 
Rev. ili. 18. 1 counſel thee to buy of, me, gold br:ted 
in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich.s and white rar: 
ment, that thou mayeſt be cloathed, and that the ſhame 
of thy nakednefs Way nat. aner br 9nd ths eln 
that thou mayeſt ſee, \ 
Remember O my ſoul, 8 is 2 prize, pot. > 
waiting every diſſoſute, ungodly, and ful wretch. 


Nat every ane that ſaith, Lord, Lor. ſhall enter into 
the kingdom, of Cod; but he who, doth the wall of 
Our, 7. father, ws. is in e Vea, , the kingdom 
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4 Tt were a groſs odd to edge hit this IBS is the conqueſt of 
the ſaints merits. They are by nature, children of wrath, even as others; 
how then could they merit the leaſt favour at God's hand, much lels 
the glories of heaven? In order to make any work meritotious, it 
muſt be our own work ajtogether. — It muſt be no debt. — It mult be 
Proporiionab/e to the reward. And which of the ſaints ever ventured 
to lay, that any of their dutys and good works proceeded from them: 
ſelves, or were meritorious in God's fight ? What could poor —_ 
and ſinful worms do, without divine grace determinin 
and ſtrengthning them? All they have, they received 8 above 
their graces were all dropped fiom that exhayſtleſs fountain, which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Who then bas ground to boaſt of any thing, as if 
= he had not received it? It well becomes the greateſt and moſt _—_— 
—_—_ of the ſaints, to fay after every duty, 1ams f inful, n 
1 a — 5 
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of heaven Juffreth v violence, 2 the violent Joke ov 

' by force. Mat. xi. Get up then, O my foul, and 
preſs forward, in a Redeemer's ſtrength ; run the 
Chriſtian race, looking to .Jzsvs, the author and 
finiſher of thy faith. He that by grace overcomes, 
ſhall /t down upon his throne, even as Chriſt, who 
overcame, hath fit down with his Father. Rev. 
lit. 21. Seek then, ſeck earneſtly the kingdom 
of God; ſtrive vigorouſly to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate, fot many ſhall ſeek toenter in, and will not be 


. | 
Let not the Wfficulties of * way alcgviet thee, 
my ſoul, on thy journey to heaven, Wrat toll 81 
fatigue will the. ſoldier undergo, i in his prince's fer- 
row for a little honour ? To what hunger and thirſt, 
heat and cold, and a multiplicity of dangers, blows, 
and wounds, will he expoſe himſelf 2 How unrea- 
fonable would it then be, for any of Chriſt's ſoldiers 
to grudge or repine at the little difficulties they may 
meet with, for his ſake on the road; while they are 
Aden to that kingdom which he bas prepared 
for them 1 where they ſhall etervally dwell eace, 
and be fellow - heirs with Chriſt, and there poiſe & kd 
kingdom of glory, a crown of glory, robes, 
and ſceptres of glory, Yet. an exceeding and _ 
nal weight of glory. ; 
Bleſſed are theſe ſufferings, which draw after them > 
ſuch glorious honours; bleſſed that poverty which 


chat ſorrow, which ends in unſpeakable Joy.——Be. 
cheared up then, O my ſoul, and conclude this 
morning's meditation, with the words of him, who 

vas caught up into the third heavens, Rom. viii. 18. 

Lor 1 reckon, that the ſufferings of this preſent time 

if Wore net worthy to be compared with the glory, — | 
ball le ö „ | 1 


is followed with everlaſting treaſures; and bleſſed _ 


164 Meditations and Reaſiningt. 
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MEDITATION. Xt, 


On | the + Terrible Mi Miſery . the 7 ched i in 
* n FF 


4 


0 1 how Jreadfal that ſentence,” which ſhall be 
FJ paſſed againſt the impenitent workers of iniqui- 
ty! Depart ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepar- 
ed for. the devil and his angels. The place, appoint 
ed for theſe miſerable wretches, muſt needs be ter- 
rible and frightful ; and the torments'fuch, as can 
neither be expreſſed nor imagined.. The very games 
by which hell is decyphered, are terrible, IIa. 
xiv. 12,26. How art thou fallen from heaven, 
O Luci Kr, fon of the morning hoto art thou cut 
downts the ground, which didſt weaken the nations ! 
for thou haſt ſaid in thine heart, I will aſcend into 
heaven," I will exalt my throne above the /tars of TY 

—[ will aſcend above the heights of the clouds, 1 
will be like the, Maſt Hig et 7 thou ſhalt bebreught 
Hawn to hell, to the ſides 51. pit. This place of 
torment is ſotnetimes called GEHENNA, which is ori- 
nally a Chaldaic word, uſed both in'the Hebrew and 
9 Hpguage 5 in the 8 of eee 1 ſeems NE 
Weed | 1 e 


be Crecb 3 is cemtorkably copious of views e of 
| the drea@fulneſs of this place. Tis called adac from the privative 
perticle « and id: implying. that tbere is no object to be ſeen, in 
hell, which can delight the "_ ſenſe, ——'Tis called depec 2 Pet. th 
4 'Tis called rzprupog, which ,Fitymologiſts derive trom the verb 
. er 8 which er tiy ſignifys to ld 6 moleſt, er 
| tore 


. Meditations and Reaſonings. EM 165. 
und word from v, which ſignifieth earth 
er land, and from the word Hinnom, the name's 


2 valley nigh to Zeruſalem, called the valley of Hin- 


nom, Where the idolatrous Jews facrificed et chil> 
dren, in the fare, to the idol, Moleeh; and whea'the 


poor infants were caſt alive into the fires the cruet 


parents cauſed trumpets, timbrels, and other muſi- 
cal inſtruments to be ſounded, that they might not 
hear the pitiful ſcreichs, and deplorable) howlings 
of theſe tormented children: and this word Hin. 
nam is made uſe of in ſcripture, to point out the 
place of the damned; whoſe woeful cries and lamen - 


tations, ſhall roar through the vaſt lake, which burns 


for ever with fire and brimſtone, where there will 
be nothing ſeen or heard, bui weeping, wailing, aud 


gnaſhingef teeth; every of the miſerable inhabitants 
exclaiming againſt themſelves, and againſt one ano- 


ther; curſing the day in which they were born, the 
womb that bare Ms and been that * . 


tuck: .-* 


Hell is 8 in facred writ, by. the name of 
13 Iſa. xxx. 33. Tophet is ordained of old 
—He hath made it deep and large ; the pile thereof 
is fire and much wood, the breath of the Lord, like 
a ſtream of brimſtone, doth kindle it. — Tis called 


AvERNUS, (quaſi ſine tempore verno) where there 


is no ſpring, no refreſhing ſeaſon; but an extremity 
of all torment and puniſhment, in the moſt. violent 


and intenſe degree, which omniſciency or infinite 


widom c can inven „ and which eine or in· 


torment ; 5 indee# unutterable are the torments which the Jed 
undergoe, in that diſmal place: ſometimes'l ſind this verb zapacow 
alſo ſignifying, ' to preſs down ; and oh, how will that heavy load of 
God's wrath preſs down the impenitent world, into this bottomleſs 
gulph of endleſs perdition—Hell is alſo ſometimes called an aby/$; per- 
baps from « and Paris,” becauſe this lake, which burns. with lire and 
"noſtoge, is like a pit — any bottom, | 8 | 
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2 fo fall intg the hands of the living God. Oh ! how 


8 


finite power can inſſict. This diſmal place is by 
ſome termed Inrzxxvs, by which many of the an- 
tient fathers underſtood, ſome dark cave and dun · 
geon under the earth, or within its bowels. But, 
where, and in what particular ſpot, this tormenting 
place of the damned may be; is perhaps too much 
bordering on preſumption for men, in this world, 
to determine: only this we may be aſſured of, there 
is ſuch a place, prepared for all the impenitent part 
of menkind ; and this place is oppoſite to heaven, 
which is above, and from whence Lucifer was thrown 
down. Zophar repreſents heaven and hell as two | 
oppolites, Job xi. 8. it is as high us heapen, what | 
canſttþou do? deeper than hell,what canſt thou know? | 
Oh how miſerable will be the dejection, the hurling 
down, and tumbling headlong, of theſe ruined 
wretches, who ſhall be condemned to the place of tor- 
ment, where they. will be trampled under the wrath 
of almighty God for evermore! Mal. iv, Behold - 
the day cometh, that fhall burn as an qvet, and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly' ſpall be ſtub- 
ble, and the day that cometh ſhall burn them up, 
faith the Lord of hoſts, that it ſhall leape them nei- 
ther root nor branch. But unto you that fear my. 
name, ſhall the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe, with heal. 
ing in his wings ;\ and ye ſhall go forth and grow up | 
as calves in the ſtall; and ye ſhall tread down the 
wicked, for they ſhall be aſhes under the ſoles of your 
feet, in the day that 1 ſhall do this, faith the Lord 
_ of boſs. Doubteſs it will not be a ſmall ingredient 
in the wicked's cup, that mighty tyrants and perſe- 
cuting potentates of the earth ſhall bg trampled un- 
der foot, by theſe, whom they ſo much underva- 
lued, contemned, and deſpiſed in this world.  - 
Yea, aſſuredly, O my ſqul, It is a fearful thing 


deplorably wretched muſt theſe men be, who * 
under 


an e + as 
under ipotent and avenging arm of Jenovan 
as rhe iinftiQter of their puniſhment?!” God is great 
and wonderful in all his works, and how terrible 
muſt his judgmentsbe ! Pſ. xcil. F. O Lord how great 
are thy works, and thy thoughts are very deep! He 
is 4 God of vehgeance, vengrunce is mine, and 7 
will repay it, ſaith the Lord. If God's works be full 
of majeſty,” we may hence conclude; that His hand 
is full of might to puniſh : Jer. v. 22. Fear ye noi 
me? faith the Lord; will ye not tremble at my pre. 


ſence, which have placed the jand for the bound of 


the ſeu, by a perpetual decree that it cannot paſs it: 
and though the waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet 
can they not prevail: e though 1500 roar, Jett can they 
nor paſs over it. 

Ho ſeverely Muſt divine wrath at lat felt upon 
thoſe, who have abuſed God's wonderful patience, 


and long-ſuffering forbearace to them, in this life! 


the Lord ſpares men, even while they are, in this 
world, offering continual contempt to his bleſſed ma- 
jeſty, violating his facred laws, rejecting his offers 
of mercy, and deſpiſing, all his gracious invitations, 
hey ſeem to run on, in a courſe of ſin, from 
day to day, and from year to year, without controul. 
Ay; but his patience will at laſt wear out; and they 
who "abuſe it, may expect that in the life to 
come, the Lord will open all the ſtores of his wrath, 
and diſcharge the thunder-bolts of his indignation 5 
againſt them: Oh wretched ſinner! Deppiſet than 
the Fiches of his goodneſs and forbearanct, and long 
ſuffering ; not tuowing, that the grodneſs of God lend. 
eth thee to repentance? But after thyhardneſs and im. 
penitent heart, 8 up unto thy ſelf wrath a- 
gainſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the nigh 
teous judgment of God. Rom. ii. 4, 5. 

Les, my foul, God is flow to wrath : it is long 


ere he draw the bloody ſword of his vengeance; but. 


M 4 when 


he firikes, he g ives 2 — vie He — is com. 
ing in wrath for a ſeaſon; but when he comes, he 
will come with thighs of iron, and legs of braſs, and 
will bruiſe all his incorrigible enemies *. Divine pa. 
- tience. may wait, through many generations, until 
the cup of the Amorites be full; but then he will 
rain out his fury upon them, in the greater meaſure 
Gen. xv. When Iſrael's ſin roſe, and increaſed to 
a great height; God's righteons judgments. ſwelled 
and inereaſed alſo. Ezek. vii, 2, 3. Thus ſalth the 
Lord God unto the land of Iſrael, an end, the end 4s 
come upon the four corners of the land. Me is the. 
end come upon thee, and I will (end mine anger upon 
thee, and will Judge thee according to thy ways, and 
will recompenſe upon thee all thine abominations.. 
And mine eye ſhall not ſpare thee, neither will I have 
_ pily : but 7 will recompenſe thy ways upon thee, and 
thine abominations ſhall be iu the midd of thee, and 
ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. Theſe awful 
Nr of judgments intimate, that although the 
Lord ſpare long, yet when he lere, he ſtriketh 
with a heavy band. 3 
Even 6 cqnlideration of divine 9 0 thatis both 
unſpeakable and incomprehenſible, may ſhaw how 
dreadful the pyniſhment of thoſe who abuſe it, and 
fall a ſacrifice into the hands of juſtice, muſt be f. 
God's mercy is high as heaven. Thy mercy, O Lord. is 
in the heauens, and thy truth doth reach the clouils. 
lt is broad as the earth. Lord thou preſerveſt man. 
and beaſt, And by the exceeding greatneſs of 
divine mercy, we may conceive of the ſeverity 
of divine Se aeg che dreadful ee 


A poenam fardus Deus eſt, ad praemia velox ; : 3 
Sen penſare ſelet, vi graviore, moras. | 
+ Some of the fathers, were wont to call theſe two Chet Lereibates; 
mercy and juſtice, the two arms of divine majeſty, which, | ** n 
Jelus, have embraced and kijjed 0:0 anther, © 
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ment; „ pn nie, upon 4 ee 8 ER. arg 

ment vaſ/a furoris, the veſſels of his fury, upon 
whom. he will rain down the vials of his anger, and 
indignation, through everlaſting ages 

. Oh-.rpined creatures! who muſt. undergo. the 
vengeance of almighty. God, and ſuffer the puniſh» 
ment of eternal byrnings! yes, O my. ſoul, there 
are but two harbours jn-ecerflity, to the c one or other | 


of which, every man and woman, in the world, are 


DOW.. ſteering their courſe, and muſt. arrive at; at 
death; either in the port of everlaſting joy in hea- 
ven, or elſe in the lake of eternal perdition. Now, 
as, heaven and hell are two contrary places, als 
lotted and deſigned for two different forts of per : 
ſons, and that for contrary cauſes; ſo. they mult al- 


ſo be endued with contrary effects, properties, and 


conditions; and whatever we bear of the happineſs 
and glory of the one, it alig gives information con- 
cerning the doleful miſery of the other. There is 
nothing a- wanting in heayen,. to make its inhabi- | 
tants perfectly happy; and there is not any thing a- 
lacking in hell, that may make its impriſoned citi- 
zens compleatly miſerable... 

To bebold a poor fellow. ereature undergoing 
ſome ſevere operation, that univerſally and ex- 
treamly. pains the whole body, would be à very 
moving object; a ſpectacle ſufficient to melt and 
diſſolve both heart and eye, into a flood of compaſ- | 
fon. Ay, but bow little muſt that appear to be, in 
reſpect of thoſe unſpeakable torments which the 
damned will feel, through a never-ending. eternity; 
when all the ſenſes, both internal and external, ſhall 
undergo the extremity of all anguiſh? Eyery mem- 
ber that has been uſed as an inſtrument. of ſin, an 
a weapon. of uncighteouſnels, ſhall Zhen be tortured 
with theſe pains, which run molt contrary to on Fare 

ures 
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and objetts x which wicktd mendelght in in cin 


world, 


The delicate taſte of 155 


ly every day, running into all the exceſs of riot, and 
refuſing the poor members of Chriſt ſo much as 
erumb from his table, ſhall in that lake be tor- 
mented wich inſatiable Hiinger and unquenchable 


thirſt, and yet ſhall not have fo much allowed him 


(although he ſhould beg it with tears of blood) as 
à drop of cold water, to cool his ſcorched tongue, 
in theſe devouring flames The intemperate and 
irreclaĩmable drunkard, muſt then drink the bittet 
cup of God's wrath, warmed with everlaſting fire. 
The ear, that was once charmingly erer. With 
raviſhing muſick; but always inclined to hear vanity, 
and liftned without concern, check or rebuke, to 
hear the glorious and bleſſed fame of Gov blalpbem 
ed, ſhall in hell, hear no delightful ſound, but the 
fearful howls and roars of damned and tormented 
fouls—The delicate and 'tender eve = which de- 
Hohted themſelves with drawing in 

odoriferous and fragrant ſcents, but never relithed 
the bleſſed Jas us, who is elegantly ſtiled in ſcripture 


the roſe of Sharon and the Lillie of the valleys, ſhall ! 


then be tormented, with the ſtench and poiſonous 
exhalations of fire and brimftone——The wanton 


and laſcivious eye, that entertained itſelf, in view- 


ing the objects of 3 but never delighted to look 
on the law of the Lord, ſhall have = preſented to 
its view, the fearful and amazing ſight of ugly de- 


vils—There, ſhall every wretched prifoner be tor - 


mented, with the moſt exquiſite. ſenfe of 'preſent 
pain, with the dreadful apprehenſions of the future 
Gs the ee from which they can never eſcape; and 


th the reflecting thoughts, upon thefe pleaſures I 
—.— they 


pormadizing 1 
who hath made his belly his God, and feaſted deficate- | 


1 and loſt and theſe woeful 
they have brought upon themſelves. RIGS | 
— — what ſinful n think 

| t horrour? How are our weak imagi- 
nd nations ſwallowed up, in the conception Eraunazz 
2 10 dreadful the caſe of theſe, who muſt undergo an 
ri eternal puniſhment, under the avenging hand of a1 
ble omnipotent Gop! all the tormenting aftiitionswhick 
im any may meet with, in this world, from the hands 
a; ef men, be they ever ſo violent and ſevere, will yet 
ne, ſometime have an end. Either the tormentor, tf 
nd che tormented ceaſeth to exiſt in time, by death; or, 
ter perhaps the affliction may be mitigated and removed, 
by ſome intervenient remedy. Ves, but eternity ex- 
ith ©} dudes all hopes of ſuch remedy. In hell;the damned 
ry, muſt ly thro! everlaſting ages; the) 
o to be, and ſo their tormenting eee can never 
m. have a en IR 

Were th nhlrged to ſuffer, ls for as many mil 
lions of ages, as there are ſtars in heaven, grains of 
ſand on the ſea-ſhore, drops of water in the ocean; 
or piles of graſs upon the earth, and then to be re- 
leaſed; it were à great mitigation of their torment; 
and a continued ground of comfort, that after {6 
many thouſands, and ten-thouſands of millions of 


mow” nm, their eg gg at Aft cruiſe; 


"I 
* 


. IT I PHD 2544048 had 
Ere kindling light th? almighty word obey'd EO EL 
Thou wert; and when the ſubterraneous fame __ __ 

Shall burſt its priſon, and devour this frame. 
From angry heaven when the keen lightning flies, 
Wen fervent heat diſſolves the melting ſkies,, 

Thou (till ſhalt be; till as thou wert before. 

And know no change when time ſhall be no more. 

O endleſs thought! divine eternity! 


*% Th' immortal foul ſhares but a part of thee. 


1 
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Ay; but their puniſhment will be eternal, they muſt } 


#722 
$ 


dwell in everlaſting flames, Matth. xxv. ult. and e- 
ternity excludes all end: fo that, when numberleſs 


ages have paſt, their torments are as freſh, as new to 
begin as ever. 


Oh, how e ee is as weed of a eben 


ty Codd: the miſerable: ſtate of the damned, who 


fall under i it, can admit of no aid, no eaſe, no com- 
fort, no intermiſſion; when they are bound hand 
and foot, and caſt into utter darkneſs, the leaſt cook 


ing medicine will be refuſed their ſcorched tongues— 
There, the gnawing worm of an accuſing and tor» 


mentivg conſcience will not ceaſe to torture, night 
and day, and to preſent to their remembrance all their 
former ſins, that brought them to this place of 
torment; ; how will the ruined ſoul then cry out, in 

anguiſn, Oh for miſpent time! oh for another 


day of that goſpel which I once lighted! ch for a 


moment's reſpite ! but ah——now all 'wiſhes are in 
vain; and here I muſt va in an inextrieable gulph 
of miſery, for evermore. 

How loudly then, O my ſoul ids bud does 
this evening's meditation call on the inhabitants of 
the world, to- take warning, when time is? O let 


ſin, Which brings on wrath, be ever the object of thy 


hatred and reſentment! how many wretched ſouls 
are, this night, groaning under the unſupportable 
wrath of an angry God, who would give ten thou. 


ſand worlds, was it at their command, for a part of 


that precious time, which I am now enjoying t 


get up then, my ſoul, and employ thy precious 
| hours with application and diligence! remember, 


that all who die in a ſtate of unbelief, muſt come 
to the ſame fatal end at laſt, with theſe that are 
already arrived at the harbour of eternal milery. 


* 


Foelix, quem faciunt alone pericula, cautum. 
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editations * Refeitings) > 1 

- Beit ever my conſtans exerciſe, through grace, 
to bridle every inordinate iMection, and curb every 
extravagant deſire after ſinful and carnal pleaſuresz 


for the world, and all it affords, can not connterya+ 


lue one minute's torment in the devouring flames of 
hell fire *. that men would then ſtand in awe, 
to offend this great and terrible God, who will ſo 'fe+ 
verely puniſh the irreclaimable workers of iniquity 3 
who: wilt magnify: his juſtice, in their everlaſting 
Oy 6 and conſume chem with the breath gh is 8 
noſtrils | 
Stand, Nand anner 1 n reaſon: but 18 m0 
ment. Art thou a match ſufficient to enter liſt wiill 
thy Maker? Wilt thou not be prevailed with to lay 
down the weapons of thy rebellion? Art thou de- 
termined to live a ſtave to thine own' luſts; and at 
all hazards, to indulge thyſelf in all the pleaſares- of 
ſin ? Does neither the pangs of death, nor the ter- 
rors of judgment affect thee; if ſo, I leave to thy 
conſideration, how thou wilt anſwer the queſtion 
propoſed by one of the Lord's prophets, Iſa. xxxiii. 
14. The ſinners in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs 
bath ſurprized the hypocrites. Who amongſt us ſhall 
duell with the devouring fire? Who amongſt us fhall 
dwell with everlaſting burnings ? However intoller- 
able it is to lodge, through eternity, in that place 
where the flames of divine wrath will be perpetual- 
ly burning; yet it muſt be ſo, that all the impenitent, 
unbelieving world ſhall dwell there; for the mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Pſal. xi. 6. Upon the 
wicked he ſhall gain, ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and 
an horrible tempeſt : this ſhall be the portion of their 
cup. Oh how terrible muſt it be to fall under the 


ſtroaks of his vengeance, who can, not only kill the 


body, but ca/# both ſeul and body into everlaſting 
flames ! 


* Mille perit luctus, mortalibus, una voluptas, 


——————— 


for thel 
=. fins, in bitterneſs of ſoul, before time be ſwallowed 
1 up in a boundleſs eternity, and be no more; before the 
3 righteous ſentence be paſſed, that can never never be 
MH recalled ! now ſinners! ye have the offers of peace, 
#7 mw and ſ:lvation, made you in the glorious gof- 


EO - now Chriſt is calling aloud, look unte me, and 
—_ - bexe faves . But, if the day of his patience is lighted, 
4 bis kindly invitations are neglected ; be affur- 
=. | 2 that in hell, there is no repentance, nor remiſ. 
3 + fion of {in to be obtained; and if the priſoners of 
3 that pit of darkneſs ſhould thed as many tears of 
3 blood, as there are drops of water in the whole liquid 
1 element; it will not help nor avail; they would all 
41 be ineffectual, and to no purpoſe O that God 
determine every reader, timeouſly to ponder 
= to heart, what concerns their ert ever 
W Amen = Amen. 
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— —— To heaven their prayers 


Flew up, nor miſs'd their way, by envious winds 
RTI Blown vogatond, or fruſtrate; in they paſ'd 
Dimentioaleſs thro heavenly doors —>— ' 
; | .  Panamnrst Les. 
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P* IDE and ſecurity are two of the greateſt hinder· 
ances to the riſe and progreſs of the chriſtian's life. 
Both have been the occaſion of the utter ruin ofnum- 
berleſs individuals, and ſocieties, in the world. Pride 
found way to inſinuate itſelf into the celeſtial manſi- 
ons, and was the cauſe of the fall of apoſtate angels, who 


kept not their firſt ſtate of dependance on, and ſubjee- 


tion to their great Ox ic ix Ar, but would aſpire to a 
kind of independence, or equality with God: 
them did pride caſt down from the higheſt pirch of 
glory and felicity in heaven, to the loweſt degree of 
debaſement and miſery, in the bottomleſs pit of hell. 
This deſtructĩve foe did alſo creep into paradiſe z 
and, by inflaming our firſt parents with aſpiring af- 
ter a likeneſs to God in knowing good and evil, ban- 
thed them from that happy place, introduced ow 
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order and fin, and all the train of its ſad effects, till 
then unknown, amongſt the works of God; 89 2 


ing future generations in guilt and miſery. 


Nor is Security leſs to be guarded againſt, by e. 
very chriſtian, than the odious and deſtructive ſin 
of pride; the conſequence of the one being as fatal 
as that of the other. The ſecurity of the old world 
provoked the Almighty to drown, it with a deluge 
of water : Secure indeed they were, and woefully 
long ſo, that could not be rouſed our of that indo- 
lent and ſlothful ſtate into which they were ſunk, by 
the continval denunciations of 'God's anger againſ 
them, by the perpetual admonitions, and frequent 
warnings of Mah, for all that long time the ark was 


@-building : which was to them, if they had attend- 


ed to it, a daily remembrancer of the patience of 
God, and a ſenſible warning of that general puniſh- 
ment and overwhelming deſtruction, that their gaily 
ſins and repeated crimes were heaping up for them, 


and which, one dav, would ſweep them off from the 
| face of the earth, if they perliſted, to the laſt, to 2 


buſe that divine patience. 
If they had not been lulled into an ee 


deep degree of ſecurity, one would think, that every 


knock upon the ark, while a-building, might have 
ſounded a ſufficient alarm, and abundantly adver- 
tized them to beſtir themſelves : but, as was their's 
ſo appears it to be the caſe with the generality of out 
day : One part entertain high and conceited notion: 
of themſelves and their attainments, to the diſuſing 
or neglecting all manner of devotien and prayer; 
and to the caſting off all fear of God, or apprehen- 
fions of his anger: while others are ſo deeply funk 
into ſecurity and eaſe, that they utterly reject all 
thoughts of religion, and ridicule the very name of 
devotion, and are not yet awakened, by all + 
judg 


Jempt. 


judgments that God is ſending abroad, among the 
inhabitants of a guilty world. , 
Thus pride and ſecurity have made men forget 
God, and the obligations they ly under to ſupplicate 
and adore him. Oh ! how much is prayer neglected 
and contemned, at this day, by ſome ! how care- 
leſly, how hypocritically performed by others! a 


mournful evidence this, of the degeneracy of the 


preſent generation, from the venerable piety, and 
ſolemn, unaffected devotion of our anceſtors! Poor 
Scotland | thy once celebrated fame for piety is now 
gone! Where are now the grave appearances of re- 
ligion to be found, that once drew the attention, 


the veneration,and regard of thy neighbours? Where 


that ſtrictneſs and decorum of behaviour, that ſtruck 
the eyes of ſtrangers with admiration; and afforded 
ample matter of the juſteſt praiſe to the hiſtorian ; 
even the praiſe of virtue and devotion? All, all is 
gone ; Devotion hath almoſt left our land, or ſoon 
perhaps will leave it. Few, extremely few concern 
themſelves about it; only a ſaint of God here, and 
another there, to be found in the iſle of our nati- 
vity, whoſe fouls run hard after God ; or aſcend to 
heaven on the wings of devotion ! few, whoſe hearts 
vehemently pant after heavenly light 2nd virtue, in 
all the fervour and ſolemnity of holy prayer ! whoſe 
night-watches, retirements, and places of fellowſhip 
and intercourſe with God, may atteſt the frequency 


of their religious exerciſes! while, alas! the far great- 
er part of this generation; the degenerate ſons of 
heir pious anceſtors; to their own diſgrace, to the 
diſcredit of their reputation with wiſer and bet- 


ter poſterity, and to their own unſpeakable loſs, 
do entirely negle& the duty of prayer, bluſh 
and are aſhamed to be found employed in it, 
and proceed io treat it with inſolent ſcorn and con- 
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- Tis the-alarming of theſe latter, as well as the en- 
couragement of the former, that is here intended, 

- While enquiring into the nature and neceſſity of 
prayer, I propoſe not to ſtartle the reader, with any 
thing that may be thought too nice, or curious for 
ſuch a rugged attempt. That prayer conſiſts in pre. 
ſenting our ſupplications before a throne of grace, 
for things agreeable to the divine will, and this only 
in the name of Chriſt, humbly bewailing our own 
guilt, and gratefully acknowledging our receipt of 
unmerited favours from heaven, is what I preſume 


will not be queſtioned. The foundation of the duty 


of prayer is deeply laid in our nature, as we are men, 
that is,as needy and dependent creatures, inſufficient 
for promoting their own happineſs, and entirely 
depending upon their Maker for life, and breath, 
and all things. It is ſcarce neceſſary to take notice 
here, that prayer preſuppoſeth a firm and ſerious 
belief, and an affecting ſenſe of the being and per- 
fections of God: ſince it muſt be extremely obvious 
to every one, that none can come unto God, with- 
out firſt believing that he is; and not only muſt the 
worſhipper be perſuaded that God exiſts (from the 
viſible works of his hands, the heavens and the earth, 
which, to every attentive rational mind, proclaim his 
eternal power and god-head,) but alſo be-convinedd Bj 
of what he is, or know what qualities he is poſſeſſed 
of, that render him the worthy object of adoration, 
love, and confidence. That he is poſſeſt of almighty 
power, unerring wiſdom, unbounded goodneſs, 
ſpotleſs purity, inflexible and impartial juſtice, and 
never-failing truth : that he is that great and good 
Ee ing, whole glory no eye can behold, whole great- 
neſs no thought can comprehend, whoſe power no 
force can reſiſt; from whoſe preſence no ſwiftnels 
can fly, from whoſe knowledge no ſecret can be hid, 
whoſe juſtice no art can evade, and of whoſe gen | 
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all creatures partake. In ſhort, that he is the Mak- 
er of heaven and earth, the Author of all exiſtence; 


that he is the Preſerver, the Benefactor, the Gover- 


nour, and the Supreme Judge of the world. 
With this belief of a Supreme Being, is neceſſarily 
connected adoration and praiſe. For, not to acknow- 
ledge a Deity, by religious acts of worſhip, is, in ef- 
fect, to deny the exiſtence of one altogether. It is 
the ſame thing to the neglecter and contemner of 
prayer, as if there was no God ruling over the uni- 
verſe. Hence the name of ſuch perſons, is, Athei/ts, 
who live without God; and their character given by 
the Pſalmiſt, is that of foo/s, who ſay in their hearts, 
there is no Cod: becauſe they call not upen the 
Lord. 1 
To adoration and praiſe, is joined prayer and ſup- 
plication. The acknowledgment of a divine Being 
exacts theſe ſeveral exerciſes of religious worſhip. 
That it is the indiſpenſible duty of all rational be- 
mgs, to call upon the Lord; that this ſubje& requires 
our attention, and that this important duty mult _ 
not be ſhuffled, by any frivolous excuſes, or ling- 
ering delays, will appear from a variety of conii- 
derations. | 5 g 
God claims a juſt right and uncontrolable title, 
to the tribute of all worſhip, here and hereafter, in 
time and through eternity. Praz/e ye the Lord, for 
it is good to ſing praiſes to our God, This will be 
the endleſs exerciſe of the angelic tribes, and all 
the heavenly hierarchy, Who reſt not day and night, 
faying, holy, holy, holy Lord Gd almighty, who was, 
and is, and is to come — Theu art worthy, 9 Lord. 
to recei ve glory, and hon ;ur and pouer.— Tis the 
expreſs command of heaven; Seek ye the Lord, while 
he may be found. Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
{ will deliver thee, and thuu ſhait glorify me. Hence 
that falutary counſel from the mouth of an 1afalli- 


2 e te Sr 8, Rare N "+ 


* 
ft e Ar TIER 
— Nn 
F. 
i r ee 
2 2 * ** 
— S 


* 


1 


182 A ESS AT 


ble prophet; 4/> and it ſhall be given you, ſtek and ye 
ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be ey. wnto you. And 
will ye adventure to treat the ſacred inſtitution, with 
an intire neglect thereof, or run the risk of lighting 
it? The damned, who now roar out of the lake that 
For ever burneth with fire and brimſtone, had once 
the ſame entreaties you now have, to approach 2 
throne of mercy ; but they (lighted the day of grace, 
and muſt therefore eternally ly under the inſupport- 
able load of divine vengeance : finding, at the great 
day, the judge quite implacable, his juſtice inflexible, 


his mercy for ever ſhut up, and their own miſery to 


admit of no remedy, they will then cry out, in the 
exceſs of anguiſh and torment, to the mountain; 
and rocks to fall on them, and hide them from the 


face of him that ſiiteth upon the throne, and from the 


wrath of the Lamb. And, think ye God is any re- 
ſpecter of perſons ? No, no, if ye continue and per: 
ſevere purſuing the ſame paths, muſt they not ine- 
vitably lead you to the ſame fatal end; the fame dif- 
mal priſon ; where, though the extremity of pain 
may alarm you to cry, when 'tis too late, yet God 
will then give a deaf ear, and all acceſs betwixt hea- 
ven and the miſerable inhabitants of the infernal re- 
gions will be for ever block't up? oh, dare not now 


to trifle, while God is expoſtulating with you, —Fur- 


ther, for your encouragement to this exerciſe, in- 
fallible veracity has engaged to anſwer the prayer of 
faith; faithful is he that hath promiſed, What/ocever 


ye ſhall ask in my name that will 1 do, that the Father 


may be glorified in the Son. Yea, with the ſtrongeſt 
alleveration is the important truth confirmed, Veri 
verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall ask the 
Father in my name, he wall give it you. Let the 
centurion's ſervant, Mat. viii. 5, 14. Let the daugh- 
ter of the Canaanitiſh woman, Mat. xv. 22, 29. 


bcar laſting record, and ſtand perpetual evidences 


of the happy fruit and reſult of prayer. The 


* 
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| The ſtraits and difficulties that attend every ſcene 
of life might, methinks, diſcover the neceſſity of 
frequent and fervent prayer. Have you not num- 
berleſs wants, which you cannot ſupply? Don't you 
groan under manifold imper ſections, which you 


can't remove? Don't you find yourſelves incapa» 


ble to crown your own labours after wealth, after 
honour, after knowledge, and virtue, with ſucceſs? 
And while there is a great and good Being, whole o- 
riginal and unbounded goodneſs for ever di/do/echimy - 
and whoſe all-ſufficiency doth abundantly gqualzfp 
him, to beſtow for Chri/?'s ſake every needful bleſſing 
upon you, if you will but comply with the inſtitu - 
tion he hath appointed of conferring thoſe benefits 
you ſtand in need of, viz. aſking them from bim, 
in faith and ſincerity : will you contemn and negle& 
this great duty of prayer and ſupplication ? Alas! 
however manifold your {traits are, you do not come to 
Gon to get them relieved. No, ye children of poverty, 
it is from other quarters you wickedly expect relief. 
God is the laſt refuge on, to whom you have re- 
| courſe, Seldom or never do you fly to Him, or fall 
down on your knees before him, until, after your 
oratory to the world is exhauſted, and. your crys 
and tears can draw no compaſſion, and all other me- 
thods fail, you find at laſt, that vain is the help of 
man, When you look on your right hand, and 
behold there is no man that will know you, when 
refuge fails you, and no man careth for your ſoul; 
then perhaps (like the Pſalmiſt when in ſuch a fitua- 
tion) you will cry unto the Lord, and ſay, C Lord, 
thou art my refuge, and my portion in the land of 
the living: attend unto my cry, for I am brought 
very low. But at other times, God is not in all your 
thoughts. You conſider not who gives you bread 
to eat, water to drink, and raiment, ſuch as it is, 
to put on: but are unmindful of your great Sup» 
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livered you, and fed you to the full. Ah baſe in- 
gratitude ! amazing folly ! To be ſuch a needy and 
depending creature on the providence of God, as to 
be obliged in the moſt literal ſenſe to pray, Give us 
this day our daily bread, and yet wilt forget thy 
gracious God, nor ever bow thy knee unto him. 

Nor are the rich and the great under leſs obligati- 
on to this duty of prayer, becauſe of- their riches 
and grandeur,but they are under greater and ſtronger 
ties. For however much they may be vainly puft up 
(as they too frequently are) with pride, and looking 
on themſelves as ſome way independent, putting on 
an air of importance, and counting it a low and un- 
faſhionable thing to pray; yet, a due conſideration 
of things might ſerve to correct that falſe taſte, and 
wrong notion of politeneſs and grandeur, which 
leads them to deſpiſe, and neglect this important du- 
ty What is it, pray; that ſets you above the need 
of prayer? are ye more exempt from poverty and 
diſtreſs than others? who made thee to differ from 
another? was it not Gop ? and can you refuſe to 
acknowledge his goodneſs ? how ſoon may he de- 
prive thee of thine eſtate, thy power, thy grandeur, 
and put thee on a level with the meaneſt beggar? Are 
there not inſtances to be met with in hiſtory, of ſuch 
ſudden changes, from plenty to poverty, from ho- 
nour to diſgrace, from power to dependance ? Nay, 
inſtances to be found within the compaſs of thy own 
memory, and perhaps in the courſe of thy own life? 
and may not that which hath been, ſtill be ? may 


not God, for thy ingratitude,be provoked to deprive; 
thee of all, that thou mayeſt learn to acknowledge 


thy dependance on his kind 2nd univerſal care ? 
But the great and the rich, finding few changes 

in their lot, are apt io forget God. It is this that 
FI 55 | makes 


porter, and ſoon forget, like the childremof JFael,Him | 
who is the rock of your ſalvation, that oftimes de- 
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makes them ſwell in their vain imaginations, and to 


Fancy themſelves independent of providence. But, 
oh firs, you act very injuſtly: there is the more need 
to acknowledge the goodneſs of God, that your con- 
dition is great and noble, and always the ſame. But 


you wickedly turn that, which ought to be the great- 


eſt incitement to prayer, into an excuſe for neglec- 
ting it. The number, the greatneſs, the continuance, 
together with the undeſervedneſs of the favours you 
receive from the kind hand of providence, are ſo far 
from being a reaſon for forgetting the great and good 
giver of them, that they are the juſteſt, the ſtrongeſt, 
and the moſt powerful reaſon imaginable, for ac- 
knowledging his paternal love, —You have many 
examples of great and good beings, to encourage you 
to prayer. 1 he angels, who excel] the grandeſt crea- 
tures upon earth, do not think it below them, but 
rather a piece of dignity and glory, to fall down 
before the throne of God, aſcribing unto him- all 
honour and praiſe. © The wiſeſt, richeſt, beſt and 


greateſt princes upon earth, have thought it no diſ- 


paragement to their royalty, to bow the knee before 
him, who is King of kings and Lord of lords: 
this was the practice of king Solomon, and of David 
king of Iſrael. One of whom made a nobler and 
grander figure, when bowing before the moſt high 
God, at the head of his numerous hoſt, than ever 
the molt illuſtrious prince made, in the midſt of his 
greateſt grandeur, with ten thouſands at his heels, 


marching in all the pride and pomp of war. But a- 


bove all, the pattern ſet before us, in the life of our 


glorious Emmanuel, calls us to this duty; this was 
his frequent exerciſe, When he had ſent the multi- 


tude away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray. 
Nor does the brevity and uncertainty of our abode 
in time, ſound a deſpicable alarm for traveilers on 


the coaſts of mortality, thus to be conſtantly aſpir- . 
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ing heaven- ward; hence that pathetic petition, 0 


fpare me that I may recover ſtrength, before 1 ge 
hence and be no more. The ſacred oracle aſſures us, 
"Tis appointed for all men once to die. Tis the ſixt 
and irreverſible decree of heaven, that each of Adam's 
family, bid an everlaſting adieu to the fleeting plea- 
ſures of a world, and launch out into the bottom» 
leſs and boundleſs depth of an everlaſting eternity. 
Oh eternity, eternity ! will not the amazing thoughts 


of thee, ſtrike the careleſs {inner to the quick? No 


tongue can expreſs, no thought can conceive, thy 
infinite extent, O endleſs everlaſting eternity! yet 
alas, alas, how are the important thoughts of thee 


ihruſt out of the careleſs ſinner's breaſt, as if hit 


thoughtleſneſs of thee could extinguiſh thy being 
No, mortals, no: You are ever drawing nearer 
and nearer the immenſe ocean, and launch forth in- 
to it ye muſt at laſt, whether you will think of it or 
no. The grand ſcenes of providence, Death, Eternity 
and Judgment (being undoubtedly to happen)cannot 
be thought away, by a careleſs, inconſiderate mind, 
Sinner, ſinner, thou mayeſt as wiſely imagine, that 
thy winking bard, when about to throw thylelt head- 
long, from the top of a ſteep and dangerous preci- 
pice, would hinder thee from falling, or avert the 
deſtruction thou wert ruſhing upon; as to imagine, 
that thy thoughtleineſs about death, judgment, and 
eternity, will binder them from happening, or make 
their effects leſs terrible to thee in the end. And 
canſt thou, O man, ſeeing thyſelf a poor ignorant 
dying creature; lyable every moment of thy ſhort 


life, to be hurried off this ſtage into eternity, where Wi 


thou knoweſt not what may befall thee, with whom 
thou ſhalt aſſociate thyſelf, or what thou ſhalt be? 
Canſt thou refrain from praying to the author of thy 
being, as long as thou liveſt, that he will be pleaſed 
to ſupport thee, thro? liſe ; comfort thee in a dying | 

our ; 


ever ?— This is thy duty; but oh! how is it per- 
formed ? Theſe thoughts are too ſerious; they caſt 
a gloom: over your brighter gaieties ; they give you 


pain; and we know how they will be entertained; 
ere you not going to diſmiſs them (as Felix did 


Paul) with, Go thy way for this time, when I have 
a convenient ſeaſen, I will call for thee, Every one 
finds ſome excuſe or other, to delay the important 
duty. The gentleman of faſhion has his company 
tio entertain, his diverſion to purſue, or his domeſtic 


affairs to mind. The man of buſineſs is hurried 
in the purſuit of the world, and muſt ſee to his ſe- 
cular concerns. The ſtateſman, he muſt receive 


them about matters of ſtate : his head, his heart, his 
time, are ſo filled up with politics, that the buſy pa- 
triot has no time to ſpare for paying his devotions 
to God, or begging the bleſſing of heaven on his 
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ſucceſs, — — The enterpriſing ambitious man, has 
his eye fixt on worldly glory ; on pomp, and power ; 


and moſt dazling glory is fixed, to draw up the eyes 
and hearts of truely noble, great, and generous men: 
But his views are directed to a much lower and in- 
ferior glory, namely to an eminence of earthly power, 
Ja certain pitch of elevation above the herd of man - 
kind, to which he vehemently aſpires, and ſerambles 


is full of camps, battles, ſieges, the waving luſ⸗ 
tre and glean of armour, the pompouspride, and 
march of armies, with all the other martial ideas 
of war; his time, from morning till night, is wholly 
taken up, with ſuch diverſions, ſuch company, and 
thoughts, as he fooliſhly deems peculiar to 2 

| | a- 


woe WY fol & 2 a CD OD OY Gen OY Geo: VO GN 


for the Revival of Prayer. 187 
hour; and be thy God, thy guide, and portion for 


and pay viſits to his fellow · ſenators, confer - with 


ſchemes for the common weal : without whole bleſ. 
ſing, all his projects may be diſconcerted, and fail of 


his aims are not at the heavens, where the higheſt 
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188 e 
ſtation in life, without offering perhaps one nung 


attempt to quell the mutiny of his paſſions, to com- 
mand his unruly appetites that war within him, or 
to beg of God, in prayer, that he would teach him 
= be a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt : without which 

mportant leſſon, he carries about with him a mean 
— daſtardly ſoul, void of true valour, notwithſtand. 
ing his vain pretenſions to it; and is incapable of 
ſerving his king and country, like the virtuous hero; 


for greatneſs without ae is like the body with- 
Out the ſoul. 


But the duty of prayer is neglected, not only by 
men, but by women alſo. The polite-female ; ſhe 
muſt inſtantly dreſs, and prepare for returning the 


other day's viſit, and cannot now obtain leiſure for 


her private devotions. Theſe thoughts, ſhe is a- 
moo will render her too dull and moroſe for being 

a gay companion, or will tarniſh the beauty and 
brisk features of her complexion. But in this, the 


lady is greatly miſtaken. Devotion, inſtead of im- 


pairing her beauty, would increaſe it: it would cre- 
ate ſuch a ſolemn and heavenly air in her counte- 
nance, as would make her a thouſand times more a- 
miabÞle than the faireſt daughter of Eve can be with- 
out it. The jovial humour ſhe puts herſelf in, the 
gaicties of dreſs wherewith ſhe adorns herſelf, the 
good breeding, and eaſineſs of behaviour ſhe has 
learned, as an art; theſe may, without devotion, 
create a kind of admiration, in the minds of rhoſe 
who are not perfect judges. But, there is as wide 
a difference betwixt this artificial beauty of theirs, 
and that which devotion would inſpire, as there is 
betwixt a florid piece of painting, and the graveſt 
and molt natural colours of the beſt maſters. Ye 
buſy females, whole ſole care is to dreſs yourſelves 


- that you may appear to advantage, be perſwaded to 


try this bcautifying art of devotion, and you'll find 
ano- 


Ll 
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another ſort of charms ſpreading themſelves in your 
countenances. What can more inſpire you with 
tranquillity, evenneſs, modeſty, and regularity of 
complexion (in which beauty conſiſts) than theſe in- 
ward aQts of admiration of the grandeur and excel- 
lence of God, of loving and praiſing his goodnels, 
and truſting in his providence ; all which devotion 
would inſpire ? The ideas of grandeur, nobility, and 
elevation above the common level, give you a genteel 

air at preſent; and theſe ideas (like a full and undiſ- 
turbed river ſhewingits depth and majeſty in its clear, 
tranſparent, beautiful ſurface) ſhow themſelves to 
advantage, in the features of your countenance :. how 
much more elevated would your minds be, and con- 
ſequently more beautiful your features, would you 
accuſtom yourſelves to prayer? But alas! ſay what 
we will, *tis to be feared you will account us but 
officious monitors. You will take your own me- 
thod ſtill; and, for want of thought, or conſideration. 
of the diſmal conſequences that attend the neglect 
of prayer, you will perhaps, after reading theſe ex- 
hortations, return to your former courſe of idling a- 
way your time, in paying unneceſſary viſits, or in 
a labour of the tongue about nothing. Unhappy 
females ! the time, the time is coming, when you 
will wiſh too late, that you had been oftner imploy- 
ed in prayer to your Maker, than engaged in ſuch 
idle amuſements! you may now thruſt out thoſe 


thoughts, as impertinent and unmannerly maleſters 


of your gaiety and wit; but will you do ſo, when ye 
come to die ? No, no; death, and the fearful ap- 
prehenſions of eternity. will inſpire you with other 
thoughts. Oh what a diſmal cafe will the ſhe-atheiſt 
then be in Her mind, conſcious of the exiſtence 
of a Deity, by the direful forebodings of his wrath 
to come; mult be unexpreſſibly uneaſy, when ſhe 
reflects that God had not been in all her , 
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but that ſhe pad lived all her b in the habit: 
tual neglect of that devotion, ſhe ought to have paid 
unto him? Where is now the fp b. mag of her 
wit, the gaiety of her temper, and the pride of 
ber beauty? Let them now deliver her, ſeeing ſhe 
truſted in them. © Ah they have taken away my gods, 
and what ſhall I ds ”--In fine, every one finds this, 
that, or the other obſtruction and hindrance in the 
way, till the fit ſeaſon, the proper opportunity for 
prayer, is paſt and gone. What diſmal throws, what 
direful pangs, what ſhocking convulfions ſuch delays 
have created, on a death bed, annual experience may 
diſcover ! and whether the critical period may hurry 
on to morrow, or ſuſpend its approach for ſome 
years hence, theſe unthinking wretches are not ap- 
prized. One dieth in his a as. being wholly 
at eaſe and quiet. His breaſts are full of milk, and 
his bznes are moiſtned with marrow, And another 
dieth in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, and never eateth 
with pleaſure. Hence the ſalutary advice. Take ye 
heed, watch and pray, for ye know nat when the time 
7x. | Te that fay to day or to morrow, we will go in- 
to ſuch a city, we will perform ſuch a duty, ye know 
not what ſhall be on the morrow. While ſojourn- 
ing in tents of mortality, ye are only tenants at will, 
and whether to morrow or next day, a a fummons 
may be put into your hands, none can inform you. 
Nor is the particular place, whence ye may be hur- 
ried leſs uncertain— Abel is ſurprized in the field. 
Eli, by the way ſide.— Job's children at their feaſt. 
Agon, in his parlour. Zacharias, between the 
temple and the altar. — Senacherib, when worſhip- 
ing in the houſe of Niſroch —Iſhboſeth, in his bed- 
ehamber.--The Philiſtines, ſporting upon the theatre. 
Herod, upon his throne. Tun manner of our ex- 
it is equally concealed from our knowledge; 7o/iah 
is killed by an arrow.— The Prephet, by a lion. 
Abhi- 


e 
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Ahimelech, by the fall of a tone. — The Captans, 
with their fifties, by fire from heaven. Nriruzs 
the bloom of youth, the vigour of manhood; nor 
the ſagacity of old age can pretend to prognoſticate, 
when the fatal meſſenger may be ſent on the mo- 
mentous expedition, nor which of the innumera- 
ble inſtruments of death may receive inſtructions, 
WM inſtantly to difpatch thee, O ſinner, from the ſoci- 
| ety of men, from the ſeafon of prayer. And why, ah 
mortals, why will ye yet dally, why ſo anxious to 
hurry away your precious moments in folly, and 
loſe, for ever loſe, the golden opportunity ye now 
enjoy? Once Mort, Do but call to remembrance 
the many advantages ariſing to yourſelves, from a 
ſuitable performance of this duty; and let this be- 
ſpeak your attention, and beſtir you to ſet about it. 
What are the happy fruits of the ſolemn exerciſe ? 
Tis one of the means of divine inſtitution for eaſing 
our hearts, and ſtaying our ſtaggering ſteps that are 
ready to flip into impatience; tis an excellent mean 
of preſerving from entering into temptation, or fal- 1 
ling into ſin; it inciteth us to holinefs, it raiſeth us _ 
from earth to heaven, it infpireth us with magnanimi- 15 
ty, it promotes tenderneſs and goodwill to men; tis 
the happy mean of obtaining mercy from God, and of 
averting threatened judgment. When our hearts 
are full, muſt it not eaſe them, ro pour them out 
in prayer to God, telling him our complaint, and 
repreſenting our cafe before him? Can any thing be 
a more powerful mean to ſilence all diſcontent and 
ie murmurings againſt providence, or more effectually 
p- contribute to produce evenneſs and tranquillity of 
d- mind, than to caſt ourſelves, in humble prayer, on 
e. che providence of that great and good Being, who 
x- Wis the confidence of the ends of the earth, and the 
ab ſovereign diſpoſer of all events? muſt not a ſenſe 
f the majeſty, the purity, and preſence of _ 
p whic 
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which we endeavour to have imprinted upon our 


minds, in the exerciſe of devotion ; muſt not this 


lead us to beware of offending that Supreme Being, 
whom we own, admire and adore? 

Pray ye therefore, that ye enter not into tempt- 
ation. Let the ſame heavenly and' devout mind 
be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. | And 
watch ye and pray always, that ye may be ac- 
counted worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall 
come to paſs; and to ſtand before the Son of man; 
praying with all prayer and ſupplication,——Let 
your requeſts be made known unto the Lord; and 
while you aſcend to heaven in prayer, truely your 
fellowſhip will be with the Father, and with ls ſon 
Jeſus Chrift. 7 

Nor will the neceſſity of prayer appear leſs, in re- 
gard of others, than of ourſelves ; does not the deplo- 
rable caſe of our brethren, our friends, our neigh- 
bours, our acquaintances, yea of our very enemies, 
call us to this exerciſe ? Do we viſit ſuch as are con- 
fined to a ſick-bed ? Does the groans of a dying re- 
lation affect us? Does the ghoſtly looks, the pale viſ- 
age, that ſome days ago, was ſprightly and bloom- 
ing, pierce our hearts, and draw tears from our eyes! 
We may, indeed, ſtand by as mournful ſpectators, 
but cannot extenuate the corroding pain, nor re- 
cover the wonted ſtrength of our expiring friend. 
Yet, even in this caſe, prayer is an excellent 
mean of reilef: By this did Moſes ſtand before 
God in the breach, to turn away his wrath from 
Iſrael. Again, the power and policy of your ad- 
verſaries ſound an alarm to this duty: we have 
to grapple with, and encounter againſt no contemp- 
tible, no inconſi derable foe, An alluring world, 


with ten thouſand ſnares ſeeks to entrap us, — 1 he 
old lerpent watches to embrace every opportunity 
for our ruin, and continually compalleth the earth 
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ſeeking whom he can deſtroy.—W hat hoſtile legions, 


what prevalent corruptions ſwarm in our breaſts, 

lurk in our deceiful hearts, (if we are not entire 

ſtrangers to ourſelves) mournful experience may 
_ diſcover unto us! would we be preſerved from the 
ſeduction of thele ſpiritual 4malekites, let our cries 
be with the P/almi/t, Lead me, 0 Lord, in thy righ- 
teouſneſs, becauſe of mine enemies. 

Is it verily ſo ? Is prayer thus neceſſary, in regard 
of its poſitive divine inſtitution in regard of our 
ſelves and others? Ger up, ye careleſs indolent ones; 
ſtand and tremble, ye contemners of religious wor- 
ſhip ! did our Lord, in the days of his humiliation, 
Offer up prayers and ſupplications, with ſtrong cries 
and tears ; And think ye, Heaven will diſpenſe with 
your neglect of this ſacred exerciſe, or ſuſtain your 
triffling excuſes, before his tremenduous bar? no, 
you are exprelly aſſured of the contrary, and your 
doom (in caſe of perſiſting in your prayerleſs ſtate) is 
declared in that awful meſſage, Becauſe I have cal- 
led, and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my hand, 
and no man regarded, I alfo will laugh at your 
calamity, 1mwill mock when your fear cometh, when 
yeur fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtrudtion 
as a whirlwind. 

And the prophet by: the inſpiration of the Almigh- 
ty, imprecates this awful denunciation againſt every 
prayerleſs, who is in effect a godleſs wretch, Pour 
out thine anger on thoſe that know thee nat, and on 
them Tho call not on thy name. Hearken to thy 
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and aſhes ! what can exalt thee above the need of 
prayer ? Look upon thy nothingnels, thy puny con- 
e mptible condition, which, in compariſon of the 
J pacious univerſe, (the workmanſhip of that God 
thou deſpiſeſt) doth entirely diſappear, and dwindle 


qato cn think on the duſt, "OP mighty origi- 
O nal; 


doom, O prayerleſs man, and tremble Poor duſt 


nal; obſerve the grave and corruption to be, ere- 
long, thy dwelling; and then ſay, whether thou haſt 
juſt cauſe to boaſt thyſelf of that borrowed exiſtence 
thou carrieſt about with thee; to pride thyſelf in 
the poor, uncertain, earthly grandeur, thou, for a 
moment before thy returning to duſt, art poſſeſt of; 
whether ſuch a poor nothing ought to pique itſelf 
on a kind of imaginary independence, caſt off all 
fear of God, neglect to own its dependence on his 
bounty and care? No, let no pride of the grandeſt 
monarch, let not the grandeur of the nobleſt ſubject, 
make them to eſteem it below their character, or a 
diminiſhing their rank and dignity, to proſtrate 
_ themſelves and families, before the throne of God; 
nor let the moſt abject ſlave fear to venture on the 
important task. Neither the grandeur of the one, 
nor the meanneſs of the other will excuſe the neglect 
of paying this juſt tribute to heaven. And can theſe 
expect God will ever beſtow the glory of his king- 
dom, upon ſuch as think it not worth asking? No, 
no, ſuch ſtubborn wretches,who conteran prayer,may 
now find it an eaſy matter to deceive themſelves, 
to put the cheat on their own ſouls, by preſenting 
a bundle of fair glittering promiſes; but they will at 
laſt find, to their experience, they have to do with 
a God, who will not be mocked, by their wickedneſs, 
and who cannot be deceived, by empty pretenſions. 
True, what I have ſometimes been witnefs to, in 
courſe of converſation, brings to my remembrance, 
what the profane wit of this depraved age, may be 
apt, with a Routing jeer, to tell us, To what pur: 
poſe is prayer enjoined, ſeeing God knows what we 
ftand in need of, without asking, and has, by an 
eternal decree, infallibly determined whatever comes 
to paſs ?* And muſt the inſtitution of Heaven be juſt 
led out, by ſuch utheiſlical ſophiſtry ? It certainly 
is ſo, the ſcerets of every heart are naked before _ 
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whoſe all-ſeeing eye is conſtantly upon us, but will 
it hence follow, we mult put up no petition to hea- 
ven? Strange inference Although God, whom 
we pray to, doth know all our wants, from his 
perfect knowledge of every thing, that paſleth 
through the wide and extenſive empire of the uni- 
verſe ;: yet this does not hinder, but that we muſt 
repreſent our caſe before him. Tis his own appoint- 
ment, and we, as his creatures and ſubjects, ought - 
to comply with it. And indeed it is not an arbitrary 
but a very wiſe, kind, and juſt appointment. Asall 
his precepts to his creatures, are calculated to pro- 
mote the ſupreme felicity of thoſe that obey them z 
fo this injunction of prayer, is a moſt rational one, 
and ſerves the molt gxcellent purpoſes. — We 
come not indeed before God, to lay out our caſe, 
as if he was formerly unacquainted therewith ; but 
BB hereby ſhew forth, and declare our ſubmiſſion to his 
| BY facred command, our obedience to his divine will. 
I Chriſt tells us for our encouragement to come, and 
call on our heavenly Father by prayer, that he know- 
eth already, we {tand in need of all theſe things. 
The prophet Elias promiſes Ahab rain, not at ran- 
dom, but as privy to the Lord's purpoſe, and certi- 
fed of his will, yet falls proſtrate on the ground, 
„and wreſtles earneſtly in prayer, for obtaining it. 
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. Shall men purſue every mean, .conducing to pro- 1 
n WY mote their ſecular intereſt ; deem all their unwearied : 
„ MW diligence and inceſſant labour, little enough toil for 1 
e accumulating proviſion to a tottering body, that = 


r- WY muſt e're long crumble into duſt, and become a prey 
e to the worms; and is there no ſpare hours, for 
nn ſeeking after ſupply to the immortal ſoul that muſt 
e foon wing its flight, into the regions of eternal well 
ſt. or woe? | | 
ly Next, let us enquire, how we mult ſend thither 
0, our prayers ; how che duty may be rightly perform- 
0-3 : ed; 
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ed, claims our particular attention. & formal round 


of duties, a few hurried eſſays of this nature, will 


not be a ſacrifice acceptable to God, For unto the 
wicked God ſaith, what haſt thou to ds to declare 


my ſtatutes, ar that thou ſhouldeſt take my covenant 
in thy mouth. If ye would offer up an acceptable 
facrifice to heaven, and expect a favourable anſwer 
from thence, endeavour to obtain a deep ſenſe of 
your own emptineſs and unworthineſs, a lively feel- 


ing of your miſery, a diſcovery of your natural de- 


pravity, a juſt apprehenſion of your innumerable 
enemies, and how obnoxious you are become to 
a ſevere but juſt puniſhment from the righteous 
judge of all the esrth, on account of your bypaſt 
folly and ſin; and having recourſe to the mereies of 
God in Chriſt to ſincere penitents, crying with the 
dejected, humbled, and ſelf. condemned Publicun, 
God be merciful to me a finner.——t#7th the cen- 
turion, Lord I am not worthy that thou ſhouldſt 
come under my roof. ——I#/:th Daniel, We do not 
preſent. our ſupplications before thee, for our righ- 
reouſneſs, but for thy great mercies. — With David, 
Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, for in 
thy light ſhall no man living be juſtified Vith J. 
ſaiah, Weareallas an unclean thing, and all our righ- 
teouſneſles are as filthy rags. —And with Feremiah, 
O Lord, though our iniquities teſtify againſt us, 
do thon it for thy name's ſake. us 5 
Take a due and ſerious conſideration, of what ye 
are in queſt of, how expedient theſe things may be 
for you, and whether your obtaining them, may rend 
to the 2dvancement of God's glory, to the good of 
others, or to your ſoul's real intereſt: If this is not 
in view, your ſervice will provoke, but not pleaſe 
God. To ruſh inconſiderately before the throne, 
is only a deriding the king of glory, — Nor neec 
ye look for obtaining, what he has not promiſed to 
7 | | graut 
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grant; an humble ſubmiſſion, a tame reſignation to 
the determination of unſearchable wiſdom, muſt 
neceſſarily accompany every petition. A profound 
ignorance, an hurried precipitance are bars, that 
frequently obſtruct a ſavourable reply, and are re- 
proved by our Lord's anſwer, to the mother of Ze- 
bedce's children, who came worſhipping, and ſaid, 
Grant theſe my two ſons may fit the one on thy right 


hand, and the other en thy left in thy kingdom. But 


Feſus anſwered and jaid, Ye know not what ye ask. 
To this purpoſe are the words of the inſpired pen- 
man, Te as and receive nat, becauſe ye ask amiſs. 
Diſcover yourſelves to be in earneſt with the 


Lord, in prayer: Tis not a few cold deſires, or in- 
different wiſhes that can obtain your requeſts; your 


earneſtneſs cannot indeed work any change in the 
breaſt of God, as it does move the compaſſion of 
men, towards thoſe that importune them; nor can 
it make God more willing than he was before, to 
aſliſt you, or do you good; but notwithſlanding 


of all this, ſuch earneſtneſs is abſolutely neceſſary, 


to teſtify and increaſe our value for the good things 
we aſk of him; without which, the conferring them 
upon us, would perhaps do us but fmall ſer vice. 
And therefore our gracious God hath allowed usto 


uſe carneſtneſs and importunity with him. Hence 
the Pſalmiſt addreſſed the Lord, My voice ſhelt thou 
hear in the morning, C Lord; in the merning ui 


1 direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up, Pl, 
v. 3. Yet the Searcher of hearts doth not regard the 
mere oratory of the tongue, nor all the moſt eloquent 
expreſſions of earneſtneſs and fervour, if the whole 
be only a counterfeit appearance, with delign to 
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The Hebrew word TDR (u hich comes from ) implics a 
booking up with auxicty 0s G. ite, till the requett is and. 
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gain a character in the world as be! or to 
compenſate the breach of our dutys to God, the 
world, and ourſelves. No, no, ſuch prayers are an 


abomination to the Lord. If we would pray to 
purpoſe, our hearts as well as our lips, muſt be in 


earneſt, and our whole lives, whether in private or 


publick, muſt be led in ſuch a holy manner as that 


the tenor of our converſation, whether we be a&ual- 


ly praying or not, . be one perpetual ſong of 


praiſe unto God. 
Deliberately ſurvey the inſufficiency of all ſublu- 
nary things, for gratifying the deſires of an immor- 


tal foul; was the whole creation your own; was 


the whole rational part of the glorious ſyſtem of uni- 


verſal exiſtence your intimate friends, your kind 


benefactors; did your treaſures conſiſt of the molt 
opulent ſtores, the wide creation can afford ; yet, in 


the whole, there's a great inſufficiency: one thing, | 


a momentuous one thing is lacking to compleat your 
felicity. And the more empty-handed ye'come be- 
fore God, the more life and efficacy will your pray- 
ers be likely to have.——He that ſuſpecteth to obtain 
relief at home, will readily with more earneſt deſire, 
ſend his ſuit for ſupply from abroad. View the whole 
fabrick of the univerſe, caſt your eyes around, and 
behold this globe the place of our habitation, as 
if ye were inſtantly to bid an adieu, to all its tranſi- 


* tory favours; conſider of thy ſelf, as if (e're ano- 


ther opportunity for this duty may offer) thou may- 
eſt be grappling in the pangs of death, when thy 
friends may ſtand by as diſma] beholders, ſorrowing 
for thee, bemoaning thy early departure, but utter- 
ly incapable to afford relief, or prevent the approach 


of the formidable foe ; when thou mayeſt juſtly cry 
and complain, Give 115 help from trouble, fer vain 


#5 the help of man. 


Let your affections be ardent and warm, that 


your 
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your devotion may not be eſteemed lip-labour and 


will-worſhip, flowing from a cool and frozen heart;. 


For the ſacrifices of God are a broken and a contrite 
ſpirit. What energy of language is wrapt up, in 
the Pſalmiſt's words, whoſe heart. panted after God, 
as. the chaſed hart panteth after the water-brooks !. 
as the parched ground, withered by the continued 
gale or ſultry beams, widens its rents, and cleaves. 
aſunder ; diſcovering an ardent thirſt. for a refreſh- 
ing ſhower, opens its mouth, as if it would devour 
the clouds, and ſwallow the ocean; ſo let the ar- 


dency of your affections, be ever panting heaven-, 


ward, for refreſhing influences from above. Nor 
muſt ye proſtrate yourſelves, but in the profoundeſt 
reverence and humility, poſſeſſed with ſuitable ap- 
prehenſions of that infinite Majeſty, before whom 
ye make your ſolemn appearance; being aſſured, 
that God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace. to 
the humble. Alas! how a ſpirit of pride prevails 
in our day, is too obvious to eſcape the notice of 
every diſcerning eye! And what exalts you, proud 
mortals ?——Royalty itſelf will e're long be debaſed; 
the king of terrors, and terror of kings fears not to 
attack the royal palace, to ſeize the potent Monarch, 
to wreſt the diadem from his head, and pull the 
ſcepter out of his hand; how much leſs may the 
higheſt peer expect to be exeemed, from exchanging 


an handſome lodging for a nauſeous tomb? The. 


charming features, the engaging ſmiles, the bloom- 
ing looks of the delicate fair, will be no more, when 


the once adorned, and admired carcaſe, becomes a 


prey to the greedy reptile ! The robuſt conſtitution 


will at length be ſtript of its ſtrength, the avaritious 


miſer ſpoiled of every bag. 144 ebeba 
Pray in the faith of being heard; he that cometh 
to God, mult not only believe that he is, but that 
be is the hearer of prayer: God hath ſent forth the 
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ſpirit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba Fa- 


ther. Perſuaded that your heavenly Father will not | 


refuſe your requeſt, nor deny your' ſuits, you may 
with all boldneſs, in faith, call upon him. any 
of you lack wiſdem, let him aſk of God. Let him 
aſk in faith nothing wavering. — — What things 
feever ye deſire when ye pray, believe that ye 


receive them, and ye ſhall have them. Yet mult . 


ye not be entire judges for yourſelves, but in imi- 
tation of the Leper, diſcover your deſires ever ſub- 
ordinate to the divine will, Lord if thou wilt, thou 
canſt make me clean. Let conſtancy, hope and 
patience be in continual exerciſe, till ye obtain a 
gracious return. Let us not be weary in well: doing, 
for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap if we faint not. Are 
ye ſerious in your devotion, or, do ye only triffle 
in modes of religion, without aſpiring after the ſpi- 
rit of prayer, and ſo become mockers of God, as 
well as deceivers of your own ſouls? If the laſt is 


not your caſe, the Pialmiſt's practice is worthy your 


imitation, who wasted patzently for the Lord, till he 
heard his cry. Neither muſt ye be diſcourag- 
ed, though a midnight hour ſhould require your 
attention, to wreſtle until the breaking of the day g. 
Pray in the ſpirit of meekneſs, diſburdened of all 
malice and wrath. Zwzll therefore that men pray 
every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and doubting. Draw near io God in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs and humility, and he wall draw near to 
you ; cleanſe your hands ye ſinners, and purify your 
hearts, ye double-minded. But oh ! how. repugnant 
to this ſacred admonition, is the humour of ſuch 
miſereants, who pine with fretting malice, and utter 


virulent calumnies againſt their fellows ; which in a 


little introduces a ſuperior degree of wickedneſs, in 


imprecating wrath, and pleading for vengeance,upon 
every apprehended injury ! hold, viperous tongue, 


leſt 
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leſt God deſtroy thee for ever, and miſchief be re- 


turned on thine own head: ſee a reproof ſent thee 
from heaven, Matth. v. and vi. chap. - 
An holy awe-and filial dread of the: infinite Ma- 


jeſty, before whom ye approach, may ſerve to be- 
calm all the turbulent commotions of inteſtine foes, 
in the ſoul. David charges his ſon Solomon to 


know, that the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and un- 
derſtandeth all the imaginations of the thought. So 
the Lord ſpeaks of himſelf to the church of 7 nas 
J am he that ſearcheth the reins, and tbe heart, —— 


This is the God before whom ye appear, this is the | 


great I am that I am, before whole throne ye iſt 
yourſelves ——Conlider it, ye worſhippers af the 
molt high God, and let the remembrance thereof ex- 


cite in you a holy fear, and reverential dread, —— _ 


Think of it, O formaliſts, and attempt not'to trifle 
with him, who is of infinite Majeſty to aſtoniſh you, 
of omnipotent power to diſarm you, of inflexible 


| jaſtice to proceed againſt you. Conſider this, ye 


that forget God. If the wrath of a king is as the 
meſſengers of death, what muſt the wrath of the 
King of kings be ?—The damned have already ſad- 
ly experienced, that it verily ig 4 fear ful ale ta 
fall into the hands of the living Gd. 

Let the eye of faith be fixt on the promiſes of i a 
God in Chriſt :;——And O believers, what prodigi- 
ous ſtores are here wrapt up! what immenſe trea- 
ſures to be unfolded to your view! what ſoul fo 
dead or languid, what heart ſo adamantine; whoie 
affections ſo ſtiff and frozen, as not to glow, and be 
charmed at ſuch a raviſhing ſight! the whole treaſure 


of heaven is wrapt up in a bundle of promiſes, and 
every promiſe ſecures it for you. However quickly 


paſſing, let me preſent a few before your eyes, Gall 
upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, 
and theu ſhalt glorify me. And it ſhall come to 


_ paſs, 


— con 
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paſs, that before they call I will png and whilſt 
they are ſpeaking I will. hear. Ask and it ſhall be 
gi ven you, ſeek and ye ſhall find, kneck and it ſhall be 
opened unto you. Fear not to venture your all, ten 
thouſand ſouls, if ye had them, upon che faithful - 
neſs of infallible veracity, The devil will deceive 
you, the world and your own hearts will beguile 
you, friends and ncighbours may diſappoint you; 
but, were all the heavenly hierarchy to declare their 
experience of divine fidelity, they would with har- 
monious conſent, ſet their ſeal thereunto. Witneſs, 
O celeſtial choir ! witneſs ye faints, that are yet in 
a ſtate of imperfection, travelling the coaſts of mor- 
tality, advancing toward the heavenly manhons, 
That he who has ſpoken cannot lie. | 

Once more, Let all your ſuits at a throne -of 
grace, diſcover your complacency, and acquieſcence 
in the divine will, and preſume not to limit the ho- 
ly One, either as to the time, the place, or the man- 
ner of granting your requeſts. What a noble and 
ever memorable pattern, has our glorious high-prieſt 


ſet before us, to this purpoſe, in his ſolitary prayer, 


a little before the grand traitor approaches, with the 
audacioutly impious band; when his human ſoul 
was almoſt funk within him, beſieged and furround- 
ed with grief, while he groans under the tremen- 
duous blow, encounters all the magazine of heaven's 
wrath, ſtands expoſed to ſuch ſtorms of divine ven- 
geance, as was ſufficient to have hurled ten thouſand 
worlds into the loweſt abyſs of miſery, or reduced 
them into mere nothing! after the moſt melting 
cries of a burdened ſpirit, the moſt reſigned ſubmil- 
fhon to his father's will, and ſteady reſolution to 
Rand to every article of the eternal covenant, ap- 


. 
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for the Revival of Prayer. 203 
pears in a dialect, truly becoming a bleeding Saviour, 
a ſlain Lamb! Nevertheleſs not my will, but thine be 
done. =I might here multiply particulars, that 
would ſwell this ſhort eſſay, beyond intended limits. 
By the by, we may drop a tear, in lamenting, 
how careleſly and indifferently this duty of prayer 
is performed, by the bulk of this generation: what 
ö ſpiritual pride, what arrogant preſumption, what 
5 lifeleſs formality, what down-right hypocriſy obtains 

among profeſſors, at this day? I may appeal to the 
converſation of too too many, that bear the name, 
| as language abundantly expreſſive of the mournful 
truth! doth not the practice of many intimate to the f 
a world, that they can modulate the duties of religion | 

according to the taſte of every company, and uſe ü 
f an equal freedom with the ſacred laws of Chriſliani- 18 
e ty, as might be allowed in faſhioning their dreſs, to 1 
de common form of a country? Again, does not [8 
5 a bent anxiety to hurry over the duty, diſcover a 
& 


kind of confinement, during its laſt ; while the ne- 
glect of preparative means, inconteſtibly diſplays the 
b ſpiritual blindneſs of a profeſſing age? b 4 
Nothing can be indeed of higher importance, 
chan conſidering, to whom, and through whom, we 
may addreſs ourſelves in prayer, God alone is the 
object of all worſhip, one God in trinity, and trinity. 
8 in unity; to this no created exiſtence, neither ſaints, 
* nor angels can lay any claim. God challenges this I 
fe to himſelf, excluſive of all others, Thou ſhalt wore 1 
d /bip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, = 
g ——Go not after other Gods, to ſerve them. The 1 
|- W prophets of Baal cryed aloud, and cut themſelves 
to after their manner, with knives and lancets. 
p-: Tet there was neither voice, nor any to anſwer, 
nor any that regarded. No wonder to ſee ſuch as 
cry unto idols, baffled of all their hopes, diſap- 
35 I pointed of all their expectations, for thele _— 
: id. - 
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did, nor can > pive their votaries — to look for 
: aſſiſtance from them. Tis only the God of hex. 
ven, who knows the exigencies of his ſupplicants; 
tis his only prerogative, to be ap$0y»cve/One Who 
fearches the ſecret recelles of the heart. 
Angels and faints have declined worſhip, "A reſul. 
ed it as competent to be paid to them. I Fell at his 
feet to werſhip him; and he ſaid unto me, ſee they 
do it not. Whence appears the daring impiety of 
ſuch, as direct their prayers to'wrong objects, whe: 
ther angels, ſaints, or what poſiibly never in nature, 
had a being. 

Again, Tis in, and through Chriſt alive; we may 
preſent our petitions, before a throne of grace, and 
upon his merits only, may we p'ead for any favour, 
Since our ſall and apoſtacy, in the firſt of men, we 
Hand at variance with heaven, and without a Me- 
diator, no acceſs can be obtained; no amiable inter- 
courſe can poſſibly take place. Nor is it leſs evi 
dent, from the ſacred records, that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, is the only Mediator, between God and man; 
he alone is the golden altar upon which our ſacrifi- 
ces are to be offered, by which they become per- 
fumed, and obtain a ſweet reliſh in God's noſtrils. 
The apoſile ſtrikes at the very root, razes the baſis 

and foundation of that antiſcriptural doQrine, which 
reaches a plurality of Mediators; Fer there is one 
Cod and ane Mediator between God and men, the 
man Chriſt Jeſus. Let none dare to aſcribe this ho- 
nour to creaturcs, even of the firſt rank, which by 
ſo expreſs divine teſtimony, is due only to our glo- 
rious Emmanuel. — While the refined moraliſt pleads 
jor a reward of his own performance, may my hopes 
and expectations be ever founded on the death, and 
latisfaction of my dear Redeemer, —while the blind 
idolater, while the obſtinate ſinner flies to a refuge, 


that cannot lecure tem, nom the wrath to come; 
may 
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may all the ſtreſs and dependance of what 1 chin + 
be founded upon the merits and mediation of a bleed- 


ing Saviour, —of a ſlain Lamb. And fear not, O 
my ſoul, to caſt thy burden upon him; the Spirit 
of God gives thee a ſufficient warrant, F any nan 


fin we have an advecate with the Father, Feſus eg 


. riglil eus. 

Let not the ſubtile tratagems, and aittering 5 
vices of men preſume to aſpire, above the unerr- 
ing infallible wiſdom of God ; nor need any deem 
it preſumption, for rebel ſinners of mankind, to 
come and plead upon the merits of Chriſt's. death; 
the king himſelf invites and expoſtulates with re- 
bellious criminals, yea, in the moſt affecting man- 
ner complains, and ye will not come to me, Wat 
ye might bave life. Fly not to his ſervants 
and domeſticks, when the king warrants. you, to 
approach the royal throne, in your own perſon, 
through the blood of his Son. Let not the en- 
thuſiaſtick deluſions, the chimerical notions of a2 
miſinformed judgment, or a delirious brain, inter- 
mix themſelves, with the who!ſome doctrine of the 
everlaſting goſpel.—Let thy reſentment, O my ſoul, 
diſcover itſelf, in refuſing for ever to give that glory 
to images, that belongs only to thy Redeemer; let 
the Lamb ſlain be my only refuge, from all the thun- 
derbolts of divine wrath ; let this invaluable blood 
be the only medicine, for removing the deſilement of 
every duty; the only argument, to plead upon for 
my juſtification, before the bar of inflexible juſtice 
— Pauſe here a little, be/tevers, ponder the ſublime 
ſubject, admire the lofty myſtery, of an incarnate 

God ! meditate on the celeſtial theme, vie your glori- 
ous high-prieſt, in his amazing condeſcenſion, and ſee 
ſufficient matter of wonder, if ye are not tranſport- 
ed ſo as, in rapture, to cry aut, Great is the myſtery 


lift 
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lift up your eyes, and behold him whs came down 
from heaven, to procure accels for exiled criminals, 
for condemned malefactors, again to approach 2 
throne of merey———He came, he came, who was 
full of glory from everlaſting, and would have 
for ever remained ſo, though all the race of A. 


dam had been loſt, in endleſs ruin ! ?ris he, who 


makes the clouds his ſwift running chariots, whoſe 
name Jerovan, is terrible among the heathen ; *tis 
he, who fits upon the circle of the earth, and the 
inhabitants thereof are as graſhoppers before him; 
yet he came from the boſom of his Father, into the 
womb of a virgin. O amazing condeſcenfion! 
in, ſee his treatment upon earth, whoſe de. 
light was to dwell with the ſons of men.—His whole 
life though ſpotleſs and innocent, was a continued 
tract, a perpetual ſeries, of ſorrow and ſuffering : 
he never (for what we know) laughed in the world, 
nor did the world ever ſmile upon him, unleſs, with 
ſome deceitful ſhew of favour, to make enſuing in- 
dignities the more grievous and intolerable. Tea, 
from his birth to his death the world purſues him 
with deadly malice, and heaps up indignities upon 
him, Void of all earthly: pomp, or ſublunary 
ſplendor, on his early appearance, the Son of God 
is entertained in a common inn, inſtead of -a royal 
palace, a ſtable for his parlour, and a manger for his 
. cradle—No ſooner was his fame fpread abroad, than 
a bloody decree is iſſued out againſt him- human in- 
firmittes and incident afflictions, ſuch as, hunger and 
thirſt, cold and fatigue, are his conſtant attendants 
Ae is deprived of the privileges of the poor foxes, 
and ſilly birds, for theſe had their holes, and the birds 
their neſts, but the Son of man had not whereupon 
to lay his head.——Hell and earth conſpired againſt 
him, over whom he obtains not the victory, w ithout 
a long and painful conflict: perfect: inaecence is ma- 
| lici- 
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liciouſly reproached, and truth itſelf can hardly eſcape 


outward violence At laſt the Lamb of God is be- 


trayed, ſeized by a barbarous, wicked, and inraged 
mob, is inſulted and ſcoffed by them, is treated as 
if he had been the moſt heinous of all male factors. 
Hear O heavens; give ear, O earth; and be aftoniſh- 
ed at the amazing account ! the chief juſtice, the ſo» 
vereign of heaven and earth, is arraigned before a 
man, to be his partial judge! the advocate, O be- 
lievers, the advocate, that pleads your cauſe, at the 
bar of God's juſtice, was accuſed and eondemned, tho 
no cauſe of death is found in him, but his innocence 
ſo manifeſt, that the judge openly declares it, be - 


| fore all his accuſers; yet condemned he was, de- 


livered up to the relentleſs fury of a mob——Take 
ye bim, and cracify him. Pilate, Pilate, the day 
is coming, when thou ſbalt receive from him a juſt 
doom Thou waſhedſt thy hands in water, before 
the multitude, ſaying, I am innocent of the blood of 
this juſt perſon ; but all the water in Jordan could 
not wath away thy guilt ; this only could that ſacred 
blood do,which thou didſt ſpill. Happy, happy Pilate, 
if acquitted at the bar of Chriſt in mercy, thou ſhalt 
join in ſinging with his crucifiers, Unto bim that loved 
us, and waſhed us from cur fins in his own blood, be 
glory and dominion for ever, aud ever, Amen.—See, 
believers, how the bleſſed Jeſus was once hurried from 
the bar to the priſon, and again gdarded to the place 
of execution—A place famous fer the moſt ſurpriz- 
ing ſcene, that ever was or ever {hall be tranſacted !— 
Liſten, O my foul, liſten and hear inſulting raylery, 
on the way; how is the ſacred Monarch ſcornfully 
faluted, as if he had been a Pagan prince what 2 
piercing noiſe now tingles in my ears, what nideous 
roars now ſtrike every heart, that is not harder than 
the very adamant! 'tis the voice of an vagratetul 
people, ruihing on ruin, who fill the air with bitter 
| ex- 
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exclamations, Away with this man, cruciſy bim, 


crucify him. —-Behold the king of glory ſtretched 
on the accurſed tree, crucified between two thieves, 


as if he had been the greateſt malefactor of the three. 


O confounding ſight ! the Lamb of God hanging, 


bleeding, panting and dying on the accurſed tree; 


while in the midſt of all his torments, the moſt re- 


freſhing cordial afforded him, is a bitter potion of 


vinegar and gall !—This is his treatment from the 
children of men.—But whither are the angels now 
retired, how the celeſtial] hierarchy employed, that 
they wait not upon their expiring Lord? Are ye 


gone, ye heavenly hoſt, are ye aſhamed, orafraid to 


behold your dying Lord? What! does ſilence pre- 
vail through all your glorious apartments, and 
ſorrow appear in every lowring countenance ? Yes, 
yes, heaven itſelf is now frowning upon him; + 


hear tbe heart-melting complaint of a bleeding 8a- 


viour, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 


me? This was the language, O expectants of hea - 


ven this was the language of your crucified 
Redeemer, when buying you, out of the hands of 
law and juſtice, at the expenſive price of his own 
blood. Sin had plunged you ſo far in the ſcore of 
divine vengeance, that none could ſave you but a 


God-· man; and if be will ſave, he muſt alſo ſatisfy. 


See the amazing fruits of divine love! had God au- 


thorized his armies to deſtroy the whole human race, 


had he enlarged the angel's commiſlion, who was 


ſent with a flaming ſword, to compaſs the tree of 


life, and given him further inſtructions, immediate- 


ly to take vengeance on man, it had been but com- 


mon 


2 Thou rather than thy juſtice ſuauld be tain'd, 
Did(t ſtain the croſs; and work of wonders far 
The greateſt, that thy deareſi kar might bleed, 


Night-Teeus to 4 


mon juſtice, and what our grand parent. had ground 


to expect, as the firſt weſſage from offended heaven. 


But the Son of God comes in perſon, not to heath 
a deſtructive ſword in the rebel's bowels, but to pu- 
bliſh a covenant of peace, and to dee the glad 


| tidings of a Redeemer: He came not te condemn the. 


world, as he juſtly. might, but that the world thro . 
kim might be ſaved. O bleſſed ſurpriſal ! © matchleſs, 
unutterable, inconceivable, divine love - the mighty 
fabrick of the univerſe, which the powerful arm of 
hn OVA reared up, has ſtood theſe: ſix thouſand. 
years, a monument and remembrancerto beholders, 


of the great power, and {kill, and bounty of the buil- 


der : but yonder on mount Calvary, | is exhibited be- 
wixt earth and heaven, a nobler and more laſting evi- 
dence of the love of God; -to draw down the prying 
and admiring eyes of angels from heaven above, and 
draw up the attention and glowing love of men, 
from beneath —of men, who are chiefly. concerned 
to behold and admire. Come, O come and ſee, ye 
faints of God, ye redeemed from among men, and 
bail your Saviour. Tune up your fouls, for the 
harmonious concert, in ſinging ſome tranſporting 
anthem, concerning the Lamb that was flain.—He 
was born for you, he was crucified for you, he roſe 
again, he aſcended into heaven, and pleads at the 
Father's right hand, as an advocate and intereeſſor 
ior you; ſo that except he forget his own. name 
sus EMMANUEL, except he forget his own nature, 
being fieth of our fleſh ; except he forget his offices 
of king,prieſt and prophet; yea except he forget him- 
elf, he cannot, he will not forget to diſcharge the Me- 
diator ial office, of making continual interceſũon in 
your behalf. True, ye have a great law-ſuit to be 
pleaded, your affair is of the, higheſt moment, and 
laſt 1 impor tance; ye have potent and ſubtile enemies 
ä 9 1 to 
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to oppoſe you; ay, but he who is your advocate 


will himſelf be your judge. 4 We 
l begin now to think of ſhutting up this ſhort ad- 
dreſs, with putting you in remembrance of theapoſtle's 
. words, to the church of Theſſalonica, Pray without 
ceaſing. Let this be your daily exerciſe, and you 
will never, through eternity, have reaſon to repent 
of your compliance with the divine command. Pre. 
ces et lachrymae ſunt arma eccleſiae. The inſpired 
penmen in priſon, break not their chains, aſſault not 
their keepers, but fly to prayer as their only wea- 

ns :—nor, methinks, need I preſs'this duty, from 
any other conſideration, than this, that faithful and 
fervent prayer fails not, to obtain the victory, over 
heaven and earth, angels and men, over the whole 
inanimate as well as animate creation. How Jacob 
prevails in his wreſtling with God, ſacred hiſtory in- 
Nructs us; nor is God diſpleaſed that his ſaints ſtrive, 
and uſe a holy violence with him; when they have 
his word for their warrant, 'tis a commendable ftrife 
to take no refuſal; and he wiſely and kindly allows 
it, becauſe ſuch importunity increaſes and diſcovers 
our value for the favours that are aſked. The ſtand- 
ing inſtance in the woman of Canaan, Baritmacus 
Moſes, etc. are incontrolable evidences of this. 
Angels are over-ruled in their procedure by mean 
of prayer, and proceed not to deſtroy Sodont till Lat 
departs.—--By prayer, Elijah raiſed up the widow' 


chiid from the dead. —And Chriſt tells us, ſome devils 


are only tobe caſt out, by prayer and faſting :—Pray- 
er obtains victory over the inanimate creation abo 
vs--the watery element mult alſo alter its courſe and 
change its nature, by Mo/es prayer.—Nor is the earth 
itſelf leſs obſequious. What greater encouragement 
would ye have, to ſet about the important exerciſe! 
Oh! careleſs ones, the day is coming, when the ne- 
glect of this duty will ſtrike you to the quick, and the 

7 fe- 
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remembrance of bygone warnings that you lighted, 
will rack you with dreadful, with inconceivable hor 
- Conſider it, O ye blooming youth, and let your 
early years be devoted to the ſervice of your Makerz 
let not the ſportive paſtime of that inconfiderate pe- 
tiod, divert you from offering unto God, the ſacri- 
fice of a broken and a contrite heart. Feniember 


your Creator in the days of your youth, that the dif- 


mal refleQion on infantile years, may nor create the 
melancholy anguiſh, of a mournful old age. Ye 
have ſouls, O young ones, immortal ſouls to care 
for, and whether theſe may be required at your 
hands, in your infancy, or at ſome more advanced 
period, ye know not. Have not many of your com- 
rades that were ſtronger, healthier, and younger than 
you, been hurried from the embraces of a fond mo- 
ther, to the ſolitary and ſilent grave? And who knows, 
but ye may fall the next ſacrifice to the relentleſs 
rage of that frightful meſſenger, who will not ſtay 
to ask the number of your days, nor wait to enquire 
after the improvement of your privileges? O be- 
ein betimes, tte call on the name of the Lord, tho? 
ye ſhould, on that account, be expoſed to the fi- 
dicule of your young companions: Ah how diſmal 
the complaint ! that frequently we are dunned with | 
the deteſtable'noife of oaths and imprecations, bel» 
ched from the mouths of even babes and ſucklings, 
that ſtrangers amongſt us, may be almoſt tempted 
to imagine, the earlieſt piece of our children's edu» 
cation confiſts in their being taught to liſp the lan- 
guage of hel. 

And muſt I, (from your il|-educated children) en- 
force a charge againſt you, O perfidious parents? Is 
this the fruit of your diſcipline? Are theſe the evi- 
dences of regard to your riſing offspring, the 
effect of unwarrantable indulgence to your little 

1 2 ones? 
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ones? children are much apter to imitate practice 


N n 
D * 


than obey precept; and one hour may prove more 
remarkably fucceſsful, to engage them in the purſuit 


of folly, than many years may ſerve to reclaim them. 


--Parents have made over their children to the Lard, 
in baptiſm ; ye have engaged to pray with them, 
and ſor them; the care of their ſouls, as well as bo- 
dies, is committed to you : and how loudly will 
their blood cry for vengeance, if they are loſt, thro' 
your default! Oh let your daily practice and pre- 


cept conſpire, early to encourage and inſtruct then 


to ling praiſes to God and the Lamb. 

Chriſtians, in the prime of your years. ye may 
be now ready, to boaſt of your ſtrength, and pro- 
mile yourſelves many years of pleaſure ; ye have 
probably obtained more extenſive views, in your 
acquaintance with the world, than others, who have 
been ſhut up in a recluſe life, or confined to a bed 
c diſtreſs —Have ye got a more intimate acquain- 
tance, with the exerciſe of godlineſs, 'have ye ob- 
tained farther meaſures of the ſpirit of prayer, than 
your earlier years could boaſt off? Are ye really in 
earneſt about religion, and ſerious in the concerts 
of eternity? If ſo, I may warrantably rank you a. 
mong the happy number, who give themſelves a: 
ways to prayer. But, do ye only trifle in the 
matter ? In that cafe, be not offended, if I tell you, 
yea, take it as ye will, I aſſure you, from the au- 
thority of God's word, however ſplendid your 
appearance for religion may be, however well 
verſed you are in all controverſies, however ſingu. 


lar for your peculiar ſtrictneſs, however capable to: 


handle any ſubject of litigation, however careful to 
attend ſermons, or read books, however anxious to 
retain your religious name; every of theſe particu- 
lars will ſerve only to heighten your condemnarioi, 
and 1 as ſo many evidences ageinſt you.- Do u 


err 
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err, my beloved brethren; the name and ſubſtance, the 
ew and reality of religion ,are quite different things. 
Heads of families, governours of ſocieties, ve | 
have the charge of others, as well as of your own 


ſouls ; and the moſt effectual mean, for preventing 


the ruin of yourſelves, or families, is, often to call 
upon the name of the Lord, The world is ready to 
admire the fudden, and ſurpriſing revolutions, that 
often occur in families, and ſocieties ; how remark- 
ably their ſubſtance is blaſted ; with what expediti- 
on their riches (ſo long a gathering) wing their flight 
in the moſt rapid and volatile manner: but may it 
not much more engage the attention, and enhance 
the admiration of the ſober- thinking world, that 


vengeance is not more frequently, in this remarka- 


ble way, executed upon ſuch, as ſeem to ſcorn the 
purſuit of theſe celeſtial treaſures, which neither 
moth nor ruſt can corrupt, nor thieves break through 
and ſteal. Let not a cumberance about many 
things, exile a due concern abour the one thing 
8 Let not your family duties ſhuffle out 
the devotion of your cloſets, nor muſt your private 
cxerciſes apologize, for the neglect of calling your 
families together: If the one or the other is omit» 
ted, ye do it at your peril; God and your own con- 


ſciences, will ere long reckon about the matter. 


Ye ambaſſadors of the prince of peace, who are 
commiſſioned to ſet the trumpet to your mouths, 
and alarm the ſecure world, leſt they periſh in their 
iniquity. — Who are authoriſed to proclaim the 
83 year of the Lord, and comfort all that. 
mourn—— let fervent prayer, and faithful preaching 
go hand in hand. Do not each of us, among the 
ſeveral people of our concern, fee the ne 
fruits, of the neglect of prayer and faithfulneſs? 
What diſtractions and animoſities, what diviſions 
and ſubdiviſions are profeſſors crumbled into! Tes, 
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I was almoſt going to alledge, that this may be i 
owing to the factious, and turbulent ſpirits of ſuch 
watchmen, who give themſelves more to pay ho- 
mage to their own humour, than to pray without 
ceaſing, in behalf of the broken and bleeding, (bar 1 
tered and ſcattered flock of Chriſt —— Our wark is 


not to tear aſunder, but gather together; not to 
pull down, but build up the myſtical body of our 


Glorious Redeemer. It is not our buſineſs to draw 
men to a party, but to bring them to Chriſt ; to make 
them his diſciples, not ours. Oh let us ever remem- 
ber the importance of our great charge. The care of 
immortal ſouls is committed to us, we watch as 
thoſe that muſt give account. — Ah what ghaſtly 
looks, what a pale viſage, what a black and difmal 
countenance, will the indolent watchman diſcover, 
at the ſolemn day, when we, and all our auditories 
again meet, in the great congregation ! how ſhock- 
ing then to hear the hideous Weld, the piercing cries 
of ruined ſouls, thronging together, and throwing 


all their curſes upon flothful ſhepherds, pointing | 


gut their guides, as the inſtruments of their ruin! 
But lo, what a glorious morning will now dawn, to 
the faithful, unwearied watchman, who has been 
ſtretching out his arms all the day long, treating 
with flaners in Chriſt's name, pouring out his ſoul, 
znce/Jantly, for a bleſſing upon his induſtrious la- 
bours, and can now appeal, before the tribunal of 
his great Maſter, how glaily he would ſpend and have 
been ſpent, in bringing fouls to Chriſt ! Get up, 
ye heralds of heaven, and give the world to under- 
ſtand, ye are not triiiing in the Lord's matters, nor 
proclaiming to others, what ye believe not yourſelves, 
— [Let the whole of your conduct be walking 
ſermons, that the word preached may prove, like 


Aaron's rod, comely in your hands Let the area of 


your cloſers atteſt the frequency and ſincerity of 
Jon 
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youre projers rayers. Let fields, orchards, and gardens 
| witneſs the ſpirituality of our walking meditations : 
and every ſecret corner offer itſelf, as a fit opportu- 
"nity for wreſtling, with bended knees, before the 
throne of God— While families around us arelulled 
in eaſy ſleep, while fowls and cattle betake them- 
ſelves to reſt ; let us every now and then, improve 
the favourable ſeaſon, to continue our ſecret inter- 
courſe with heaven ; that ſo, in the end, we may 
be able to ſay with the apoſtle, Ve are pure 8 
the blood of all men. 
Is fine, Let all orders and ranks frown the in- 


vective language of jarrs and diſcord, in the melodi- 


ous mulick of praiſes and prayer —Lzt not an high 
opinion of ourſelves create harſh thoughts of others, 
who may be maintaining the ſame eſſentials of chri- 


ſtianity, though they jump not in every punctilio 


with us, but let us ſtudy to adorn the chriſtian cha- 
rater, in making our light ſo fo ſhine before men, 
that others may ſee our good works, and glorify our 
Father who is in heaven, ———— Let us lift up our 
heart with our hands unto God in the heavens, Lam. 
ili. 41. | 
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A* 8 ſeems more deſtructive to the exer- 
ciſe of prayer, and other chriſiian duties, than 
pride, paſſion, prejudice, etc. ariſing frequently a- 
mong profeſſors, from differences in judgment, a- 
bout points of religion, either leſs momentuous, or 
leſs clear and. intelligible to meaner capacities; and 
after revolving the records of paſt ages, after ſur- 
veying the flaming appearances for truth, in earlier 
or latter periods, tis conſiderably difficult to tix on 
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a time, when religious ſets wa; in greater 
plenty and N than at the immedlate juncture: 
it cannot, I preſume, offend, if I take the freedom, 
further to drop a few ſentences from my pen, eſpeci- 
ally to ſuch readers as may be more diſpoſed to pro- 
mote the ſpirit of a particular party, than the ſpirit 
of prayer,-——Caſt your eyes around you, my dear 
brethren, and fee the melancholy effects of humour 
and bigotry, in the matters of religion,- There 
is certainly one diſmal proznoftick of ruin, too glar- 
ingly conſpicuous, not to be obſerved prevailing a- 
mong many individual of the ſeveral diſtinguiſhed 
parties, in theſe dregs of time; viz. a ſpirit of diſ- 
cord and diviſion, ſtrife and contention, (I had al- 
moſt faid /pite and animeſity,) every where abound- 
ing. The fatal malady becomes {fo univerſal, that 
congregations echo ſuch a Pulpit dialect: and alas! 
hat a mournful proſpect of future ſcenes muſt the 
lamentable tidings hint, and forewarn us of! nor 
is there any thing leſs controverted, than' that heats, 

diviſions, and diſtractions among profeſſors, are ge- 
nerally owing to the turn and humour of church- 
men, — But without reflecting where peſhape ry 
may be too juſt grounds. 

You'll fay; is the duty. of miniſters and peo- 
ple, each in their reſpective ſtations, to be free and 
faithful, open and publick, in reſtifying againſt errors 
and all abominations prevailing.“ True, tis beyond 
all peradventure, the indiſpenſible duty of thoſe ſet 
on the walls of Zion, to ſound a faithful alarm, 
without regarding the attempts of ſycophancy, or 
being overawed by the threats of even monarchical 

randeur ; nor is it leſs incumbent on the follow- 
ers of the Prince of peace, earneſtly to contend for 
the faith, which was once delivered to the ſaints. 
But, uculd 19 Cid our contendings one with ano- 
ther, were in a way conſiſtent with the meekneſs and 
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. erst of the chriſtian character; in ſuch a way, 
as might have a tendency to inſtruct, not to irritate; 
to diſcover a ſpirit of humility, not 'of oſtentation; 
a hatred at the ſin, and a love to the ſoul of a milinfor- 
med brother; that, while endeavouring to correct 
but not to corrupt the mind, we might maintain a 
due concern for the glory. of God, and at the fame 
| time, a juſt abhorrence and diflike to party in- 
MW tereſt! Where ſuch a noble principle is implanted,” 
prayer and wreſtling with the Lord, cannot fail to 
preceed and purſue reſolutions truely evangelick. 
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| WW Whereas, a habit of raillery, a practice of calumny 
fo remarkably prevailing, at preſent, among almo/# 
* | perſons of every order and rank, is ſo hurtful and 
. pernicious. to the peace of Zion and ſucceſs of the 
t goſpel, that the moſt deſtructive weaponsof war can-_ 
not make greater havock upon contending armies. 
+ than this is ready to do among divided ſocieties, — 
r © Ina martial field, three bullets may be frequently dif- 
, charged, ere any ſlaughter enſue, but the tongue of. 
a a calumniator effectually kills three perſons at one 
- KU blow, vzz. the object of his reſentment, himſelf, 
e and the perſon he impoſes upon. | 
Moreover, a compleat unity and uninterrupted: 
»- BU harmony among all the expectants of heaven, in 
d every point of ſentiment, is now to be purſued, 
rs but hereafter tobe obtained; when all the little differ- 
d ences, which embroil the minds of mortals, ſhall be 
et cternally removed. And alas, chriſtians, how ealy a 


prey - muſt the proteſtant intereſt, in Britain and 
trelana, become to the open enemies of chriſtianity, 
while chere is ſo much devouring and deltroying 
one another, in theſe iſles, Illes once famous 
for their ſteady adherence to Chriſt, while mutual 
confidence and affection ſubſiſted among all themem-' 
bers of his myſlical 11 in ſuch a meaſure, that the 
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molt inveterate rage and bloody barbarity of popery 
irfelf could never totally extinguith. 


But, ah, now is the dreadful prediction, J ix, 20, 
verified in its full accompliſhment upon us, when 
one man acts like a ravenous wolf againſt his neigh- 
bour, embracing every opportunity to tear, defame 
and deſtroy. Were perſons who are poſſeſſed of ſuch 
a turn of mind, equally careful and conſcientious, 
in examining matters at home, they might probably 
find leſs leiſure for ſo repeated excurſions abroad: 
and, I'm verily perfwaded, if a ſpirit truely catholrch 
and apaſſolict prevailed, among the godly of all pre/- 
byterian congregations, in our land, it eould not 
be deemed preſumptuous to hope, that broils and 
inteſtine litigations might happily be exiled, under 
the ſmiles of heaven, by an introduction of the more 
evangelick embelliſhments of every chriſtian corre- 
ſpondence. But oh, how is patience, love, tender- 
neſs, ſympathy and forbearance one with another, 
even in matters of meer indifference, branded by 
the blind zeal, by the vehement fury of bigotted fac- 
tions, — branded with the odious character of lax | 
and dangerous opinions ſuch are the narrow views, 
ſuch the reſtricted notions, ſo keen the unruly and 
turbulent paſſions of the more ignorant zealots a. 
mong all parties, at this lamentable juncture; that 
tis quite faſhionable. with many, inſtantly to anathe- 
matize ſuch as ſupport not every link of that chain, 
Wherewith they have begirt themſelves. - Hence, 
communion is refuſed with each of the ſaints, who 
will venture to ſpeak favourably of ſuch as are not 
aliogether of a piece, in every point of ſentiment 
with themſelves, tho' in other reſpects unexcepti- 
nable; as if the church catholick conſiſted only of 
them; as if they alone were the true //rael of God, 
to whom only belonged the promiſes, and hopes of 
ſalvation ; and, as it all others who differed 2 

wy em 
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dem in any point of controverſy were utterly rejec- 
4 ted of God, and were ſure of damnation Tf. 
. Whither, ah, whither is that charity gone, that 


n JSfereth lang and is kind, is not eaſily provoked,think- 
er no evil? What is become of that diſtinguiſhing 
badge and characteriſtic, by which all men may know 
Chriſt's diſciples, even by this, That they love one 
another ? Would we retrieve theſe adorning graces, 
would we recover theſe ſhining ornaments, let us 
(delpiſing the mean calumnies, and contemptibly 
low aſperſions of party humour and prophane wit) 

let us beſtir ourſelves to a more noble exerciſe, and 
labour that our united cries may be heard before the 
throne of God. —— Away with ſecret grudges one 
towards another, and let your moderation be known 
unto all men.——Ah my dear bretbren, you'll think 
me too ſevere, if I tell you, © There ſeems to be more 
love abounding among the declared adverſaries of the 
goſpel, whether Pepzſh or Pagan, than among ſome 
profeſſed chriſtians themſelves. It was once ſaid of 
chriſtians (as a heathen author tells us) © Behold how 
they love one another. But if the ſame heathen were 
now to riſe from his grave, and travel thro' chriſt» 
endom, and ſee the lives of the Chriſtians now a-days, 
would he not blot out what he had once writ, and re- 

cord to future ages; Behold how the chriſtianshate 
one another.” For alas! does not mournful experience 
ſhew us, that chriſtian love, among people of every 
denomination, is far decayed, almoſt -wholly ex- 
1 Aa- 


+ Let not this weak unknowing hand 

Preſume thy bolts to throw, 

And deal damnation round the land 
On each I judge thy foe : 

If I am right, oh teach my heart 
Still in the right to ſtay : 
If I am wrong, thy grace impart 
To knd that better way. 
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tinguiſhed! How applicable the apoſtolick 4 
at fach a time! But i ye bite, and devour one ano- 
ther, take heed that ye be not conſumed one of ano- 
ther. Study more and more to know yourſelves, 


and you'll readily find fewer ſpare hours for cenſur- 


ing others. 

In purſuing a national reformation, firſt ſet about 
the attainment of a real reformation in your own 
hearts and families, by exciting each other to a ho- 
ly ſtrife, for obtaining the ſpirit of prayer, which 
ſeems in a grear mealure, to have abandoned our 
coaſts, and if obtained, might prove one of the moſt 
effectual medicines,for healing the widening breaches _ 
of our Jand, that tottereth under a tremenduous 


load of aggr avated guilt. 


O my God, how earneſtly do I long to ſee a time 
when prince and people, maſters and ſervants, pa- 
rents and children, teachers and ſcholars, ſhall-all fall 
down and worſhip thee, in the beauty of holineſs; 
when the whole earth ſhall be filled with thy glory! 
Come and worſhip the Lord, ye kindreds of 
the people ; fear before him, all the earth ; know ye, 
that the Lord he is God, it is he that hath made us, 
and not we ourſelves. He it is, who holds our ſouls 
in lite; who gives us life, and breath, and all 
things. — At the name of God, let every knee bow, 
and every tongue confels his glory; whether they 


be things in heaven, or things in earth; and may 


the glory and praiſe of Jexovan fill the wide world, 
as the waters fill the channel of the ſpacious ſea. 
Amen and Amen. 
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UNITY RECOMMENDED, 
Among all the 1 of C Chriſt's myſtical body. 1 


BEING ft Lot 


The Subſtance of a Ferne prese at 
Glasgow, on the 6th of Ss 12 54. © 


Pſalm exxii. 3. Jeruſalem i is builded as a city, that 


15 mp together. 


A* Solamon's temple was the glory of Feruſalem, 
and 7eruſalem the beauty of the whole earth, 


ſo both theſe were lively types and figures of the 


church. The temple was framed in Lebann, and 


ſet up in Zion; neither ax nor hammer was heard 
in that holy ſtructure. There was indeed at Le- 


banon nothing but noiſe and tumult in cutting down 
the cedars, but at rearing up the temple in Sion, no- 
thing but peace and ſilence. The foundation be- 
ing lid, the walls o that gtorious fabrick did riſe, 


which all nations admired, and future ages celebrated 
and 
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and the matter of this goodly frame ſtrives with the 
proportion, which (tall moſt excell : each inviting 
the attention, and dazling the fixed eye of every aſto- 


 _nithed ſpectator. Nehemiah, in building the walls 

of Jeruſalem, divided the task between the trowil 
and the ſword, ſo diſpoſing of every Mraelite, that 
while the one hand was a maſon to build, the other 


was a ſoldier to detend. A lively figure of the church 
milicant, wherein every one labours weaponed ; 
where there muſt neither be an idle ſoldier, nor a 


ſecure workman ; but each muſt fo build, as that he 


is ready to ward off the attack of an enemy; muſt 
ſo wield the ſword of the ſpirit for defence, that 
withal he build up himſelf in the moſt holy faith. 
And as in erecting the earthly, ſo in rearing up the 
myſtical temple, there muſt be no fruitleſs valour, 
no unſafe diligence, no diſorderly work, no jarring 
diſcord : For Feruſalem is builded as a Sy, that 15 


campacf together. 


Having in the forenoon, finiſhed what was pro- 
poſed from the ſubject proſecuted laſt Lord's day, viz. 
What unſpeakable encouragement attends the jour- 
uch ing Chriſtian, on his road to the heavenly Ca- 
nan; I ſhall endeavour to employ this evening in 
offering 2 few thoughts tor your edification, from 


' theſe words, where we have, (1.) A metaphorical 


deſcription of the church, by that of Jeruſalem. (2.) 
The manner of the building | in this city, it is com- 
pact together. 


Docr. The ructure f the earthly Jeraſalem was 
a beautiful emblem and type of the ſpiritual 
and myſtical Jeruſalem, or church militant. 

For confirming and illuſtrating this doctrine, I. 


hall, ander divine aſſijtance, purſue the following 


method. 
I. Give a ſhort account of this city Jeruſalem. 
II. 
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„I. Diſcover in what reſpect it is a type of the ca» 
i tholick church. | „ 
8 III. Conſider the kind or form of ſtructure there 
IV. Conclude with ſome improvement and appli- 
cation. | 3 
I. By Jeruſalem in ſacred writ is ſometimes to be 
_ underſtood, that city earthly or topical; ſometimes 
- ſpiritual or myſtical ; ſometimes heavenly or celefti- 
al. A deſcription of the ſituation of this earthly 
city is what we now undertake. —— Feru/alem was 
compaſſed about with hills and valleys ; the hills 
were Gareb, Calvary, Gihon, Aceldama, and mount 
| Olzvet ; the valleys were, that of dead carcaſes, Ty- 
4 ropicon, Fehoſaphat or Hinnon, c. The city it- 
| | felf ſtood upon ſundry hills, as Sion, Atra, Moriah, 
7 &c. and upon each of theſe mountains were fome 
7 things remarkable to be obſerved. Upon mount 
| Gareb the lepers were put; upon mount Caluary 
5 Chriſt was crucified, the king of glory was ſlaugh- 
tered; upon mount Gihon Solomon was anointed 


8 king; in Aceldama was the potters field, which was 
© purchaſed with the price of the Son of God's blood 
n for burying ſtrangers in; upon mount Olivet was 
n Chriſt's transfiguration ; upon mount Sion ſtood the 
ll fort of the Jebuſites, which king Dauid taking cal- 
) led the city of David; upon Akra (from the He- 
. | Grew Hakkhara, obuiam veniens, becauſe there Mel. 


chiſedeck met Abraham, and bleſſed him, on his re- 
turn from the laughter of the kings) ſtood the 


75 old city Salem, where Melciſedick dwelt. Upon 
„ mount Moriah, Arabam would have offered his 

ſon Jac, and here the angel of the Lord ſtood with 
1 Þ a2 drawnſword in his hand, above the threſhing floor 


g of Araunah the Jebuſate ; alſo upon this mountain 
| was Solomon's temple built. 89 5 
Jeruſalem is often called Sion, and Sion is called 
OW, the 
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the hill of God, that is, an excellent hill; fern... 
Hebrews wanting a ſuperlative, ſupply it by adding 
the name of God, whereby they underſtand that 
which is beſt of its kind : And when Jeru/alem and 
Sion are put together, they imply a moſt expreſſive 
repitition of one and the ſame thing, thus, O daugh- 
ter of. Sion, 0 daughter of. Jeruſalem. But can 
there be any beauty or ſafety in ſuch a city as this, 
reared up upon and invironed with mountains, Fe- 
riunt ſummos fulmina montes, the higheſt mountains 
are expoled to the greateſt violence ? yes, but this 
is not as Sinai flaming with fire, no mountain of 
danger or terror; tis not ſolitary and unfrequented 
like that to which the devil took our Saviour, where 
one may ſee glory and not enjoy it; *tis not like 
mount Nebe and Piſgab, whence Moſes might only 
behold the land of promiſe at a diſtance :, But 7e- 
rnſalen; ſtand a city populous and full of buildings, 
like that Chriſt ſpeaks of, in my fathers houſe are 
many manſions, and which an apoſtle calls the city 
of the living God, not by adſeription, but by foun- 
dation and everlaſting polleſion. Here then is a 
city, a city on a mountain, a city compactly built 
together, a city eminent for its ſituation, glorious 
for its building, and its name is Zeru/alem. 2. e. a 
city of peace, and that which Plato had over his 
door may fitly be applied here nems niſi veritates et 
pacis ſudi gſus, intrabit. Let none enter within this 
city but ſuch as love to cultivate truth and peace, 
for an apoſtle is bold to ſay, I wauld they wee EVEN 
cut off that trouble yeu. 

II. I propoſed to diſcover in what cefolat! this city 
is a type of the catholick church, which may appear 
ſrom the following particulars. 

1. It is fo in election, For the Lord hath choſen 
Zion, out of all citys, and his church out of all nati- 
otis : ye are a cheſen nenne, an holy nation, a pe- 

culiar 
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culiar people, encloſed from the commons of the 
world, and God's own appropriation : the earthly *© 
Jeruſalem was walled around with ſtone, this is 
hedged, as it were, with grace. God hath planted a 
vineyard in a fruitful hill, and he fenced it. 

2. In grandeur and dignity; the church, as 7e- 
ruſalem, is beautiful for ſituation, the palace of the 
great king, the ſanctuary of his worſhip, his preſence- 
chamber; there was the ſeat of David, here is the 
throne of David's Lord. True, it may not be ſaid 


of the church as is ſaid of Jeruſalem, fuit /ed non 


eſt, the Divine prediction being fulfilled againſt it, 
that not ſo much as one ſtone ſhould be left upon a- 
nother. Had the fences of this city been ſtronger 
than the walls of Babylon, yet fin within was able 
enough to ruin the bulwarks without ; but the ſpi- 
ritual Jeruſalem ſtands not on earthly foundations; 
tis built upon Chriſt, that rock againſt which the 
gates of hell ſhall never prevail. Behold Ilay in Zion 
a chief corner ſtone, elec, precious. t Pet. ii. 6. 
3. Jeruſilem is a type of the church in /afety ; 
citysare commonly reputed places of the greateſt ſe- 
curity ; ſo Lot ſaid of the city Zoar, O let meeſtape this 
ther and my ſoul ſhall live. This was a motive to the 
old world to build a city, /e/t, ſay they, we be ſcat- 
tered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. Gen. 
xi. 4. The Iſraelites had their cities of refuge, and 


A: law for their protection; ay, but the place of true 
Jafety is within the city of God; all without the 


ark periſhed in the deluge, but the Lord adds daily 
to the church ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. . 
4. In the paucity of its inhabitants compared with 

the reſt of the world; a city is populous in reſpect 
of a ſmall village, but thin and few are its inhabitants 
in reſpe& of the nations. How few are the true ci- 
tens of Jeruſalem compared with the reſt of man- 
ind! many are called but few are choſen. c_ | 


| 
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Rock is but a little one: God's reſervation is but-2 
ſmall remnant, even à tenth. They are compared 


to the gleaning of grapes after the vintage is over. 


God's collection is but ſmall, 7 will take you ene of 


à city, and two of a family, When all fleſh had 


corrupted their ways, only Noah and his houſe eſcap- 
ed. There was none righteous in Sodom but Lot. 
When four hundred and fifty prophets ſtand up for 


Baal, there was but one for the Lord. Four hun- 


dred flatterers are ready for the king of Iſrael, when 


there is but one Micaiah to tell the truth. The Lord's 


recompence of the citizens, 


rophet complains, that he and the children given 
42 were for ſigus and wenders in Iſrael; When 
Pilate enquired of the cus, what ſhould be done 
quith Jeſus, every one cried crucify him, &c. There 
was a general ſhout for Diana; ſmall and great re- 
ceive the mark of the beaſt in their ſoreheads ; the 
children of Iſrael are like a little lock of kids, but 
the wicked like the Syrians fill the country, 


F. This city is a figure of the viſible church in 


government, the King of glory is the only Head of Zi- 


on. And as Alexander laid roDarius,Coelumnon admit- 
tit duas Soles; So Chriſt will admit no rival or partner 
to ſhare with him, in his royal dignity. Jeſus Chri// 
is the chief corner ſtone, in whom all the building is 
filly framed together ; he not only by his authority 
governs it; but by his grace and ſpirit enliveneth 
the inhabitants of it; ſo that we live not, but Chriſt | 
liveth in us. In this city the elect are Chriſt's 

younger brethren, miniſters are his watchmen, faith 
and holineſs are his laws, the godly are his loyal ſub- 
jets, heaven is his throne, and eternal life is the 


6, In not being at all times alike conſpicuous; 
many hills ſurrounding Jeruſalem intercepted it: 
view at a diſtance, and mills frequently occaſioned 
an obſure proſpect of this city; ſo the church is not 


always alike gloriouſly conſpicuous, in the eyes ol 


the 


the world. In the days of Elijah, clouds of defection 
hovered ſo thick, that the notable prophet could not 
diſcern, that God even then had ſeven thouſand wor- 


ſnippers. Truth is like a wedge of pure gold, yet 
Impoſtors may, with their mixtures and ſophiſtica- 
tions, augment it to an huge unweildy heap ; and 


tho? it ſtill retain the tincture of gold, may notwith- 
ſtanding be mingled with corrupt traditions, ſuper- 
ſtition &c. Yet he who hath a fan in his hand, is a- 


ble to make it appear ſplendid in ſhew and ſub- 
ſtance; and he has given the touchſtone of his word 


for extraQing it from the droſs — And indeed, this 


city ſometimes flouriſheth; and appears fair as the 


moon, clear as the ſun, and terrible as an army 


with banners; tho? in the church viſible there is Mill 


a mixt company; here are true believers and coun- 
terfcit profeſſors, corn and chaff, tares and wheat, 
the vine and the bramble, the lillie and the briar, 
the ſheep and the goats; ſome who have a pure 
heart, a good conſcience, and a faith unfeigned; 


and others who have a colour of religion, but 1 in 


heart deny the power of godlineſs. 
III. I proceed to conſider the kind or form of 
ſtructure in Feruſalem; it is compactly built toge - 


ther, as if the whole was but one fabrick; true, 


tho' this myſtical city is but one, it hath two parts, 
diz; one triumphant over the devil, the world, 
and the fleſh, ſinging praiſes to the Lamb, and to Him 
that ſitteth on the throne ; the other militant, yet 
groaning under imperfection, ſtriving by grace to 
beat down corruption, and ſtruggling with many 
tribulations on way to the heavenly ciry. —Again, 
this church militant hath many parts, though but one 


body; as the ocean is but one, yet diſtinguiſhed 


and denominated by the regions upon which it lies; 
as there is one fun, many beams; one kingdom, 
wany counties; one tree, many branches; ſo there 

Q 2 are 
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are many particular churches, but one true catho- 
| lick and univerſal church — univerſal, in reſpe& of 

time, having a being in all ages ſince the promiſe 

made to our grand parents—univerſal, in reſpe& of 
perſons, containing ſome of all ſorts and degrees of 
men, princes and ſubjects, rich and poor, bond and 
free, etc.—univerſal, in reſpect of place, being ga- 
thered out of all nations, and from different parts 
of the earth. Thus the compact building of Zeru- 
ſalem repreſents that unity and concord which ought 
to ſubſiſt in the church, and may conſiſt in the three 

following particulars, 55 

1. An unity of faith: true faith, wherever it is, 

reſts upon Chriſt, and every believer muſt ſee witk 

his own eyes, apprehend with his own hand, have 
oil in his own lamp, and labour himſelf in the Lord's 
vineyard However widely believers may differ 
in other reſpects, yet ſuch as meet now in the unity 
of ſaving faith, ſhall all oneday join in the participa- 
tion of theſe unſpeakable joys, which we have waited 
for as the end of our faith, even the ſalvation of our 
ſouls. Let the worldling poſſeſs his wiſhes, Epicu- 

rus his pleaſures, Alexander his honour, Midas his 
gold; but may our conſtant deſire and earneſt en- 
deavour be, that God would compattly cement to- 
es the citizens of 7eruſalem, in the unity of 

alth. 30 
2. An unity of knowledge, viz. the knowledge ſpo- 
ken of by our Saviour, This is life eternal, that they 
may know thee, the only trueGod,and 7eſis Chriſt whom 
thou haſt ſent. The knowledge we now have of ei- 
ther, is but faint and imperfect in the very beſt; 
frequently obſcured by the power of indwelling cor- 
ruption; and ſometimes mixed with a great deal of 
uncertainty, and a wavering kind of unbelief. We 
are now pilgrims, and know no more of our celeſ. 
dal country than we can view by the _— 3 
| | | aith, 
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faith, in the glaſs of divine -revelation; but theſe 
dark diſcoveries will at length be turned into per- 
fect views in that upper city, where we and all the 

; believing choir ſhall drink of eternal bliſs in the foun- 

_ tain, ſhall partake of joys in themſelves unſpeakable, 
in ſhew beautiful, in weight exceſſive, in dignity 
incomparable, and in continuance everlaſting ; where 
we may ſay with Sheba's queen, 1s was a true re- 
port that I heard — and behold the half was not told 

3. An unity of doctrine, in preaching and prac- 

tiiſing according to the truths of the ſame everlaſting 

I goſpel, without adulterating the purity thereof by 

L falſe gloſſes, human inventions, or corrupt traditi- 

J ons; ſuch an happy unity would make miniſters and 

8 people to hold faſt the faithful word, as it is taught 

r 

y 


us from the oracle of inſpiration, and thereby ſhould 
we be able, by ſeund doctrine to exhort and to con- 
bo vince the gainſayer. May God ſend ſuch an hap- 


d p unity to his church, for Chriſt's ſake ! 


r IV. I come now to make fome improvement of 

2 the doctrine, and would here beg you may beware 

is of miſtaking me, by graſping at broken ſentences, 

- Vithout having the connexion along. From what 

J= has been ſaid we may then infer...  _ 

F I. IxrE A. That it is the duty of every one to join 

himſelf into chriſtian ſociety, and to keep commu- | 
o- nion with the citizens of Feruſalem. I know ſome is 
ey are ſo nice (not to uſe a harſher term) on this point, 4 
m that they quarrel at ſome individuals, and cannot 

ei- keep communion with any ſociety, among whom 


t; W exceptionable perſons may be found: but had I ſuch 
2r- before me, I would enquire of them, what ſecurity 1 
of againſt this can they have in the moſt refined and | 
ve beſt conſtitute churches ? What church ſo pure bur i 
cſ-W hath ſome defaults, ſome perſons culpable among 
ol them ? Nay, at this rate the moſt private ſynagogues 
thy mult be daſhed in pieces, for theſe are not without 
| Q 3 their 
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their wrongs : and men muſt turn ſeekers they know 
not what nor where, muſt become hermits and An- 
chorites, muſt retire to cells and give up all inter- 
courſe with Chriſtians, any where upon earth; or 
elſe extend their wings above the univerſe, and 
pitch beyond ubiquity itſelf. Oh, what tears of blood 
are ſufficient to bewail the low eſteem, many at this 
day have of the privileges within 7eru/alem ! ſome 
are ſo much engaged in the devil's ſervice, that the 
publick ordinances of religion are the object of their 
redicule; but is it not {till more ſhocking, that ma- 
| ny profeſſors, and perhaps theſe of the ſtricteſt kind, 
| ſhould be fo eaſily influenced, thro' careleſneſs or 
| prejudice, to lull away ſabbaths at home, when op- 
j rtunitys offer for meeting in the Lord's courts,and 
1 ee the good word of God! Such will be ready 
1 - to vindicate themſelves by telling us, This man . has 
& too much charity, the other does not laſh bitterly e- 
i nough againſt ſuch a ſet, a third differs from them 
i in ſome particular ſentiment, ©c. And therefore they 
have not freedom to hear *. enn, 
O miſerable pretences! will ſuch trifling excuſes 
be ſuſtained, in the great day of accounts, for {light- 
ing goſpel-ordinances? If men will hear no mini- 
ſter, becauſe every miniſter and Chriſtian of a con- 
gregation has not the ſame views of things with them, 
they muſt in proceſs of time fall out ever with 
themſelves; for I preſume, no man, in a ſtate of 
8 88 5 Jon: 


One would think, thar in a day when there are ſo many diffe- 
rent ſocieties, profeſſing to adhere to the preſbyterian intereſt ; ſuch as 
call themſelves presbyterians could have no tolerable excuſe for aſſem- 
7 bilng in no congregation whatſoever, for divine ſervice; and yet, tis 
C alas, a certain truth, that there arc ſome ſuch in this land, who, un- 
1 der pretence of their own greater ſtrictneſs and ſanclity than that of 
T others, own not, nor countenance any miniſter, or any goſpel mini- 
i ſtrations diſpenſed among any congregation or ſociety,of whatever deno- 
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tions ſhould take place among divided parties, as 
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8 


imperfection, but is conſcious of bis own fallibiliey.; 

and if ſuch perſons will have theſe altogether-blame. 
| leſs and perfect, they muſt go to heaven for them, 
and not expect to meet with any perfection on the 


coaſts of mortality. How highly did the Pſalmiſt 
eſteem that privilege, which many refuſe to them 


felves, and look upon with a contemptible eye in 
this age ! and what tremenduous roars, what dread- 


ful cries are now among the damned, for ſlighting 
goſpel ordinances ! what would not they give, when 
tis too late, to hear one meſſage of mercy proclaim- 


ed from theſe very miniſters, they once rejected and 


deſpiſed? O take care, my dear brethren, - that pre- 


Judice againſt us, do not cool your hearts at our 
Lord and maſter, nor make you lightly eſteem the 
_ tidings we bring you: if ſome will revile and reproach, 


let themopen their mouths againſtus, but notagainſt 
precious Chriſt and his goſpel; And, who of our 
Lord's ſervants would not gladly ſubmit to have his 


name tore aſunder in every company, and willing- 


ly lay down his head to be trampled upon by the 
vileſt of men; yea, who would not welcome trials, 
tribulations, and ſufferings of every kind, for bring- 
ing ſouls home to our maſter's ſervice ? But if eur 
goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt. 
2. Ixrzr, That Chriſtians in different ſocieties 
ought to exerciſe the greateſt degree of love, tender- 
neſs and charity towards one another, when there 


is a concord among the whole in maintaining the 
fundamentals of Chriſtianity. How little of this pre- 
vails with many at preſent, mournful experience 


may tell us. Woe's me, that ſuch heats and diſtrac- 


to obſtruct the communion of ſaints, and make one 


believer look upon another as a heathen man and 
a publican ! There is indeed a maxim prevailin 
with many (which for ten thouſand worlds I durſt 


Q 4 ne- 
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never ſubſcribe) viz. *© That after a perſon acceds 
to one ſociety of Chriſtians, whom he apprehends to 
be walking nigheſt to the purity of divine inſtituti- 
on; his joining in any part of divine worſhip with 
others that are not embodied with his ſect, &c. is ſin - 
ful, and inconſiſtent with the nature of ſociety, * 
Hence, the language of bigotry accuſes him of laxnefs 
and what not. But that ſuch a dialect diſcovers a ſpirit 
too eager in purſuit of party intereſt, and favours too 
much of a Papal imaginary infallibility, muſt be 
obvious to every unprejudiced perſon. True, when 
ſinful terms of communion are impoſed on the con- 
ſcience, upon the approbation of which, one's ad- 
miſſion into any congregation depends, the door is 
too clolly ſhut to afford acceſs; but while that is 
not the caſe, and a mutual concordance ſubſiſts in 
all the eſſentials of religion, every little difference in 
ſentiment cannot warrant believer's keeping at ſuch 
a diſtance, one from another. SS tay 


3. Ix- 
ö 4 
. _ ® Let not the reader conclude, that 1 enjoin an affociation with 
ſuch as gainſay any of the fundamentals of our holy religion; nor 
a communion with any ſociety in things 6»ful, and contradictory to 
to the divine law. No, there is a valt difference, betwixt cither of 
theſe, and the many humourous debates which oftimes ariſe about 
things merely circumſtantial ; that is. things which may be either 
diſputed, dropped, or contradicted. without condemning any goſpel 
truth. Tis true, party heats and animoſities among profeſſors, 
may at firſt be well deſign d: only thev are miſplaced. by unwarily 


raiſing in their minds, the cirepmſtantials of religion, in the place of We 


the e//entia's of it; and having once done this, how diſmal are the -. 
dinary effects among the real followers of the Lamb, until this miſ- 
take, which firſt gives riſe to their animoſities, is corrected.— How- 
ever aſtoniſhing it muſt appear to every ſober and ſerious mind, yet 
tis a certain truth, that amongſt the dividing partys of preſbyterians 
in Scotland at this day, there are ſome to be found, who, becanſe 
they cannot join in all things with thoſe they were once in the cloſ- 
ſelt connection with, they will now therefore join in no part of Chriſtian | 
communion ; not ſo much as in family worſhip with them. Ah fell 

it not in Gath, pub iſu it not in the ftrects of Aſtelun. NR 
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3. Ixrxx. How culpable are they who fur up ſtrife 
«ed contention, among the inhabitants of this com- 


pact city Jeruſalem !'it is no way conſiſtent even 


with the wiſdom of nature, to rear up an excellent 
fabrick, with exquiſite skill in all irs contextute of 
parts, which „after formation and erection, ſhould 
immediately fall into diſſolution: nor are bodies 
framed with a fit ſubordination of members, con- 
ſtitute for the uſe of the whole, without joints, ſin- 
ews, nerves and ligatures to knit themall together : 


even fo, it is not the inſtitution of heaven, that the 


myſtical body of Chriſt ſhould be rent and tore a- 


ſunder: bur, diſeaſes have no greater tendency to 
ruin mortal bodies, nor fire to conſume buildings, 


than diſcord and animoſities,among the citizens, have 


to demoliſh the walls of 7erufalem.——By theſe our 


ſpirits are diſſipated, our ſtrength is loſt, and e be- 
come a prey to the enemy without; whoſe muſick | 


is our ſorrow, whole glory is our ame: 


4. IxrER. How fruitleſs will the attempts of ſuch 
be, as ſeek, by ſomenting diviſions, to raze the walls 
of Feruſalem; theſe men may indeed harraſs the in- 
habitants (if the Lord permit them) but even this 
will turn out to the glory of the building. What tho 


all nations of the world ſhould attempt to hinder the 


riſing of the ſun ? They would but act like thoſe Pig- 
mies that are ſtorried to have gone in armour, torepreſs 
the ebbing and flowing of the ſea. Even fo, all thae 
men or devils can do againſt this city, are but ludi- 
crous acts, and diſcover their folly, as much as if 
they attempred to beat back the wind by throwing 
a ſtone, or to drain up the clouds by a water pump. 
I ſhall now conclude with a few exhortations. . 
I. Exhor. Ye that are without, haſten, O haſten 
to get within the walls of this myſtical city. Ye are, 
I know, all inhabitants by profeſſion ; ye have been 


admitted members. of the vilible church, and have 


per- 
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perhaps obtained all the privileges we can give you; 
but alas, if this is the whole ye can lay claim to, ye axe 
not yet true citizens, nor real members of Chriſt's 
myſtical body, The king himſelf is a coming to 
enquire ; who of you have entertained him in your 
hearts, and who only in their heads have received 
him; and if ye are found mere nominal profeſſors, 
you'll have but a ſorry reckoning, Hypocrites may 
eaſily impoſe upon us, but our Lord will not be 
mocked, and cannot be deceived. O inhavitants of 
Glaſgow, what a fearful account muſt ye make to 
bim ! Ye have at different periods had many eminent 
wreſtling miniſters, labouring among you in the 
work of the goſpel; and according to the great - 
neſs of your ſingular privileges, ſo proportionably 
— will your condemnation be, in caſe of deceiv- 
ing others and deluding your own ſouls. It will 
be more tolerable for Sodom and Cemorrab in the 
day of judgment, than for theſe of Britain and Ire- 
land, who have only the ſhew, but want the fſub- 
ſtance of religion. Oh nominal profeſſors, fly for 
your lives to the blood of a Redeemer ; get within 
the walls of this compact city, or ie do not, ye 
will be ruined for ever.. 128 
2 Exhor. Ye that are really citizens of the ſpirit⸗ 
val Jeruſalem, beware of breaking the peace and 
marring the harmony, that ſo much beautifys and 
ſtrengthens this city, How pleaſant a thing is it for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! If diviſion of 
tongues obſtructed the building of an earthly Ba- 
bel, why need we be ſurprized, if diſtractions of 
head and heart hinder the building of a ſpiritual] 
temple ? If the children of the ſame mother (like 
Rebecca's twins) begin to ſtruggle within her womb, 
it cannot be e much grief and pain. More 
particularly, 1. See to get your hearts love and 
alteftion | ol, let upon Chriſt, and thereby .* 
e. 
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beget an unfeigned love and regard to all his mem- 


bers, amidſt whatever ſociety you find theraChriſt's 
friends will be yonr friends, and Chriſt's enemys your 
enemys. 2. Study, by grace, to have ſin vanqui- 
ſhed, and corruption ſubdued within you. Your luſts 
and idols are great adverſarys to the advancement 
of this ſpiritual fabrick ;- therefore mortify theſe, 
that peace may dwell within our Jeruſalem. 3. 
Labour to cultivate peace and harmony among all 
the true inhabitants of Jeruſalem, in whatever cor - 
ner thereof they may dwell: and extinguiſh pride, 
I hope none of you will take it amiſs to have 
this duty preſſed upon you, at a time when diviſion 


and contentions are arrived at ſuch a pitch. O bear 


vith me a little, believers, and if ye ſhould not, yet 
Jam charged to deal faithfully with your ſouls, as 


one that muſt ſoon appear with every of you, be- 


fore the tremenduous tribunal of my great maſter. 
Let me then, dear Chriſtians, let me exhort and in- 
treat you, to abandon that narrow, contracted and 
uncharitable ſpirit of bigotry and felf-conceit; which 
ſeems to be one of the greateſt banes to the exerciſe 
of godlineſs at this day—are ye not conſcious, my 
brethren, that in the ſeveral  proteſtant reformed 
churches of Chriſtendom (and particularly in this na- 
tional church) there are many godly, great, and 
worthy men — men truly eminent for Chriſtian pi- 
ety, and miniſterial faithfulneſs, * having allo ſouls 
under their care, who havegotacquaintance, not _ 

. ö | | 8 the 


The judicious reader will be ſurpriſed to know, that my ſpeaking 
fo favourably and charitably concerning miniſters in che different pto- 
teltant reformed churches, was the only particular cavilled at in this 
ſermon, by ſuch as would confine the ſpirit of the goſpel to their own. 
particular ſet. — I have all along cvited unneceſſary re flections, and 
intend not here to introduce any. I Ihall only ſtay to make one - 
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the ſhew only, but with the life and reality of rell. 
gion? are they not jointly maintaining the ſame 


— 
* 


eſſentials of Chriſtianity which you eſpouſe? why 


then ſhould matters of a ſmaller concern ſo in- 


flame your ſpirits one againſt another, and create 
ſuch wide diſtances betwixt you? Beware then of 


paſſing harſh conſtructions, or of entertaining 
groundleſs prejudices againſt ſuch as have fellowſhip 
with Chriſt, and carry ona daily intercourſe with hea- 


ven. No, let us rather as fellow-chriſtians, love one 


another, and bear one anathers burthens, and fo fulfill 
the law of Chriſt ; endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace: Being aſſured, that 


altho' every capacity is not now of an equal dimen- 
- ion, nor can the ſame thing be apprehended by e- 


very man in the ſame light, yet all the children of 
the kingdom will at length ſee eye to eye, will have 


jarrs and diſcords eternally exited from amongſt them, 
when God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 


But while I declare myſelf a friend to all of every 
? $ | | „ CFE + ſo- 


A 


_ obſervation, for removing the prejudices of ſuch as have expre ſſed 


their, averſion at the word Faithfulneſs being applied here; and that 
is —All I ever underſtood by faithfulne/s, when applied to miniſters 
or others, was nothing more than their endeavouring, by grace, to 


e honeſtly and conicicntiovufly, according to their light, and that 


meaſure of knowledge and other gifts or graces, beſtowed on them by 
him, who giveth to every one as his infinite wiſdom ſees meet: and 
thus, comparatively it may be applied to the weak, as well as the 
ſtrong in faith or knowledge; but faithſulneſs, abſolutely conſidered, 
can be applied to none but that great ſhepherd and miniſter of the 
New Teſtament JE$Us CHRIST, who was faithful as a ſon over 


biz own houſe. There are different degrees of attainments, unto 
which both miniſtets and private Chiiſtians arrive, and 1 could hearti- 


ly wiſh, that fech as make more adoe about words than things would 
remember, that the Lord has no where appointed ene man's light or 
meaſure of knowledge, to be {et up as the infallible ſtandard or unble- 


m ſhed pattern for others to walk by; nor has he given to all bis own 
children the ſame meaſure of gifts or graces, (altho? every believer lis 
true and ſaving orace) Wherefore let not any man flink of himſeif 
more highly than be og to i. bt let him think foberly, according 
#r God bath Gea't te cer man ite meaſure of faith. — Sec 1 Cor, 12, | 
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ring up of faction, or the ſupporting of party inte · 
reſt; There's one objection may poſſibly be ſtarted 
in ſome of your breaſ·es _. 1 
On]. At this rate, perſons can never be fixed in 
any principle, but may be conſtantly wandring from 


ene ſociety to another. 


Aus. Such an inference cannot fairly be drawn 


from the premiſes ; let the 64jeFor beware leſt he is 


alpiring more after the name of a profeſſion, than 


"after being eſtabliſhed in the faith, and alledging that 

While be foſters his own humour, he is ſupporting a 
f zeal for truth. Ah poor man, it will ſervelittle purpoſe 
to thy immortal ſoul, what community ye belong to 


by profeſſion, if ye get not a ſaving acquaintance 
with the power of free grace on thine own heart. 


And would men deſiſt from purſuing their own in- 


tereſt, and gratifying their own peculiar turn of 
mind, I could venture to compendize all our differ- 


ent parties and factions into two, ſaints and ſinners. 


But to remove this objection from having any force 
againſt what has been now delivered; I would ſtill 


carefully diſtinguiſh betwixt differences in circum+ 


ſtantials only, and differences in the fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity. That the firſt is the caſe with ſundry 
ſects at this day, is too obvious to need prodation z 
but -when the fundamentals of Chriſtianity are 
overthrown, then the people of God are enjoined 
to ſeparate, and can no longer keep communion 
without ſin. Come out of ber my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her ſins, and that ye recesve 
not of her plagues f. But when Gditerences re- 


_ 


+ As it muſt be obvious to every diſcerning eye, that an earneſt. 
contending {er the feith once delivered to the fata ts. has no peceflary con- 
nexion with a ſpitit of bigotry; ſo, I on bardly be perſuaded nh 
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| ſociety that belongs to Chriſt, and adverſe to the ſtir- 
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ſpect only circumſtantial points, tis a ry to bee 
men ſo anxiouſly prone to draw perſons to parties, 
and to purſue the ſupport each of their own factions, 
while the goſpel is thereby, with many, turned in- 
to contempt, and ſeems daily to languiſh as diviſions 


encreaſe. Why, oh why, my dear fellow-chriſtians, are 


your ſwords drawn one againſt another, as if ye had 
heathens or Mahumetans on the field of combat ? 
Will ever bitterneſs of ſpirit, or ſatyr of ng ds 

procure peace within the walls of Jeruſalem ? Why 
are ye ſobent, atall times, to lay open every particu- 


hr of Aiference between you, but careleſs ro con- 
verſe on the ſubjects ye are all agreed about? What 
encouragement would ſuch a practice give to the 


r Indians to embrace Chriſtianity, if they were a- 
mongſt us? O believers, ſtrife and contentions with 


one another are not weapons fit for propogating 


our Lord's cauſe. For the wrath of man worketh 


not the righteouſneſs of God. Ye are all traveling to 
the fame heavenly inheritance, your journey is but 
Mort, and why ſhould matters of leſſer moment caſt 


you out by the way ? Remember, while ye are on 
your road, ye cannot all expect to have the ſame 


extenſive views in every punctilio, tho? a ſtate of 


perfection i is awaiting you, after the toil and fatigue 


of your journey is over. 


But that I may not encroach too much upon your 
patience, only allow me again to intreat perſons of 


all 


Rere that the moſt confined bigot, will venture expreſly to ſay (altho? | 
his common way of reaſoning implys little leſs) that there cre no pions : 
and derout cbriſtians to be found, except among the men of bis own party. 
If this then is granted, jet him bear teſtimony and contend againſt 


the evils and defi tions of ſuch ſocieties, as he ſtands ſcparate from : but 
withal, let him do them.common juſtice in his carriage tou ards them, 
and his converſation about tbem; and let him love that image of 
Chriſt which be fees in them; and thus beware of engrofling the 
whole of chriſtianity into the OS peculiarities of his own 


particular party. 
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ſelves, and beware of paſling raſh judgments upon 


| others; let the dreadful havock that humourous con- 
tentions have already made on the church, excite 


you to purſue ſuch a ſpirit as becomes Chriſtians. 
Did you ſeek to raze Jeruſalem, and grieve your 
common mother ; did ye deſire the languiſhing of 
the goſpel, the extirpation of real religion, the loſs 
of poſterity, the advantage of an adverſary, and har- 


dening the hearts of the wicked, I queſtion if a more 


ſucceſsful mean could be attempted for accompliſh- 


1 
all orders and ranks, to take more heed unto them 


= 


ing this tragical ſcene, than by fomenting. diſcord 


and diviſion among the inhabitants of this myſtical 


Jeruſalem Deiſts walk to church in the lane of our 
diſtractions; and are no leſs Deiſts till, than the 


devil was a devil, when he ſtood among the ſons of 


Cod. Alas! our controverſies fight at both ends, 


when truth lys bleeding in the midit ; and while ſtriv- 
ing about ſhadows, the ſubſtance every day flies a- 
way imperceptibly even from thoſe, among whom 


the brighteſt lamps of a flaming profeſſion do ſhine. 


Oh dear Chriſtians, quit not with' the precious le- 


gacy (Peace) which our Lord hath left us. The 


goſpel proclaims peace to every ſoul in Chriſt, and 


what a dreadful account will theſe men have to make, 
who ſtirr up and encreaſe party ftrife among Chriſt's 
lambs? O that God would open the eyes of a pro- 


feſſing age, and at laſtconvince them, how much hurt 
perpetual broils and contentions are daily doing to the 


exerciſe of godlineſs! Once Mons, let every one 


be exhorted to examine himſelf, and ſee what hand 
he may particularly have, in breeding ſuch furious 
| heats as now abound among the godly ; and beware 

of charging the crimes of ſome individuals upon whole 


ſocietys; for Iam perſwaded, that (however epide- 


mick ſuch a practice may be) did you apply this to 


ourſelves, you'd think it. very unfair reaſoning, to 


ad any individual with the fins of each member in 


| this 


this con 
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did lamps of ſuch whoſe addreſs to others was, Stand 
by thyſelf, come not near to me, for 1 am holier than 
thou, If Peter is commanded to put -up his ſword, 

when Chriſt was at hand to heal the greateſt wound 


he could have made on an enemy, why ſhould men 


be ſo fond to laſh and ſmite friends of this ſpiritual 
building, when there appear no ſuch means of cure? 
Yet alas, with reſtleſs and factious ſpirits, courage 
undertakes, wit contrives, aſſiſtance furthers, con- 
ſcience prepares, ſerupuloſity conſents, ſtrength pre- 


vails, and true religion ſtill ſuffers: but while the 


church's enemies are thus employed, let us ſend our 
crys to heaven, humbly pleading that the Lord may 


cement all the citizens of Jeruſalem, in the bond of 


ce and truth. We have no time to dally in idle 
arrs and childiſh contentions, when a ſubject of the 
E importance requires our attention. 


In Fixx, let us not diſpute away our precious mo- 
ments about any inſignificant theme, when Chriſt 


and him crucified ought ever to be our main 


our only inquiry. And while you, in your reſpec- 

tive ſtations, are thus exerciſed, I would intreat the 

aid of your prayers in mine own behalf, and in the 
behalf of every labourer in our Lord's vineyard, that 


we may be happily directed to ſet the evangelick 
trumpet to our mouths, not to blow the flame of 


diviſion, by which the body of Chriſt is rent, and 


tore aſunder; not to draw perſons to parties 
and factions; but that we may walk continually a- 
round the walls of Jeruſalem, and warn the guilty 
wretch to eſcape the wrath to come, by getting un- 
der the covert of a Mediator's blood. And while thus 


Nn of the church's proſperity, let vs remem- 
ber 


gregation : and whatever fuperior „ 

ons to ſtrictneſs ſome may lay claim to, without an 
unfeigned love to Chriſt, and all his members, theſe 
will only turn out like a blazing meteor, or the ſplen- 
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ber our litile ſiſter, and emit our erys to a throne 


of mercy in behalf of the darkened nations, that 


the earth may be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the ſea. Thus, if ſtrife ſubſiſts, 
let us only ſtrive who (hall moſt cloſly follow after 
the Captain of our ſalvation, and moſt aſſiduouſly 
purſue the proſperity. of his Jeruſalem; and to him 
with the Father and holy Spirit be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all praife, power, might, majeſty. and — 
. for ever and ever. Amen. 195 


CONCLUSION 


As there remains a few vacant pages in this ſheet, 
it will not readily offend the reader, if I fill 
them up with ſomething relative to the preceeding 


ſermon—'Tis one of the epidemic evils of our day, 


that the profeſſors of our holy religion are ſo prone 
to miſrepreſent the principles of one another, upon 
the leaſt apprehended difference, in point of ſenti- 
ment, ariſing between them. - After delivering the 
above ſermon, ſome gentlemen, who ſeem diſpoſed 
to ſpeak charitably only of their own ſect, appeared 
induſtrious to ſpread a report, that the above ſermon 
inculcated and recommended a-charity too arten 


for them to admit of. 


It may not therefore be amiſs to acquaint the rea · 
der, that, after the publication of the ſermon, I pu- 
bliſhed a vindication thereof, intituled, Charity aluays 
conſiſtent with Chriſtzanity, exc. to which 1 alſo ſub» 


| Joined a ſummary of the principles I avouched, both 
at receiving Licence, and afterwards at my ardinati> 


an; as contained in the ſcriptures of the old and New 
Teſtaments, and excellently ſummed up in the ſub- 


ln ſtandards of the church of Scotland, ap- 
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proven by her general aſſemdlies, and ratified by acts 
of parliament, particularly betwixt the years 1638 


and 1650. And as ſome readers may not have ſeen || 
my pamphlet juſt now refered to, for vindication of | 
the above ſermon, I ſubjoin the following excerpts 


(in relation to churchcommunion) therefrom P. 17th. 
Every Chriſtian is under an indiſpenſible obli- 


gation to maintain communion with theſe churches | 


he has acceſs unto, if they have not trampled upon 


the means of Reformation, nor are conſtitute upon 


the ruin of ſome eſſentials of Chriſtianity. We are 


commanded publickly to attend ordinances, pub- 
lickly to profeſs ourſelves Chriſtians, Sc. And 
if the enquiry here ſhould be, whether, at-a time 
when churches are divided, a man may not rather 
ſuſpend communion from them all, than, by com- 


municating with any, encourage ſchiſmatical cour- 
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ſes, to a rg the church's peace, and ſup- 


porting a ſpirit 


obligation, every man is bound to adhere to that 
church, which retains moſt of the evangelick purity. 
Or 2dly, If they are all alike impure (which rarely is 
the caſe) He hath either communicate with one of 
them, or is yet to chuſe, which he ought to give 
in an acceſſion unto. If already joined, and fees none 
other, but as impure as that ſociety he is immediate- 
ly connected with; he ought to declare againſt 
her impurity, but yet to continue in communion. 
If he is yet to chuſe, and remains undetermined, 
and unconnected as to any ſociety; he may ſafs 
pend himſelf from communion, until he is ſatisfied 


which church comes nigheſt to the divine ee | 


and no longer. 
Every man ought to continue in communion, 
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diviſion? I axswer, 1/2, We | 
mult either 3 all the churches divided to re- 
main true churches, but that ſome of them are 
more pure than others; in which caſe, by a general 
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38 until his communion becomes ſin; which muſt needs 
en be, when the church either deſtroys her own attain- 
of ments in Reformation, impoſes anti-ſcripturalterms 


pts of communion upon her members, or adopts ne 
th. | articles repugnant to the Chriſtian faith. But, ſup» - 
li- | poſing a church to remain upon her primitive ſcrip- 

ies | tural conſtitution, and yet ſome corruptions creep 

on in among particular members, which, through a ne- 

on | glect of diſcipline, &c. may be only tollerate, but 
re | not impoſed; I much queſtion, if a complaint ? 
1b- this nature can warrant immediate ſeparation,—— 1 8 
nd | See my ſentiments more fully expreſſed in the 
pamphlet, intitaled rake always conf ſtent with 1 


ne 
ler Chriſtianity. „ 
m- I conclude with a quotation from the judkeien 3 
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ir- Dr. Watts, which ſeems not foreign to what has 5 
ip- deen hinted above. 05 | 
Ve | Says that learned and eminent Author, Our ted 
re- | bas not given leave to his miniſters, whether ſe- 
are | | parare in their ſingle congregations, or united in 

4 ſynods or councils, the leaſt degree of power to 5 
nat point one new article of faith, nor to injoin any  _. 
ty. new ſort of devotion or practice, nor to impoſe an 
is one rite or ceremony of worſhip, but what he him- ü 
of | ſelf has framed and injoined. And yet, to our uni 4 
ive || verſal reproach, there is ſcarce any party of Chriſti- _ - 
ne ] ans but have been too ready to impoſe ſome doctrines. 
te- || upon the belief of their proſelytes, which Chriſt 
nſt has not impoſed, or to require of them ſome prac» 
on. tices or ſome abſtinencies, about meat or days, ot 
ed, things indifferent, which 'Chri/? has not rea „ 
uſe 'Tis this aſſuming power that has turned Chriſti- 
ied anity into an hundred ſhapes, and every one of them 
rn, in ſome degree unlike the glorious goſpel. *Tis this 
5 has 3 in all the ſurperſtitions and fooleries, 
on, | the man vanities, the uſeleſs auſterities and the 
ith 3 . rage 


whom Chri/t has received without laying bars of 


% CO nne 
childiſn trifles of the Greek and Roman 8 | 
and tis this has too far corrupted the purity and de- 

| faced the beauty of moſt of theſe churches who boaſt 
of reformation, and wear the Proteſtant name. ü 
If there be any perſons in the nation who are cal - 
led to greater degrees of love and forbearance than 
others, and who ſhould ſtand further off from im- 
poling on the conſcience of their neighbour and 
from judging their brother, we are the perſons; we 

- whom the laws of God and the laws of this Had 
dave permitted to judge for our ſelves.—If there be 
any miniſters or people in the whole kingdom who 
ſh6uld ſhine in charity to men, in love and conde- 
ſcenſion to their brethren, and in receiving thoſe 


dloubtful diſputation upon them; we ſhould be thofe 
miniſters and thoſe people, we who pretend to ſtand 
up to vindicate our freedom from every yoke o 

bondage, and to ſupport. the liberty of men and 
Chriſtians.” _ Y 

Thus far Dr. Watts, in 1 Humble attempt to- 
| wards the revival of practical religion among Chris 
tian. The reader, if he pleaſes, may alſo conſult 
| his book, intituled, The Rational fonndation of a 
Chri lian Church, and the terms of Chriſtan Com- 
munion. May the Lord himſelf bleſs the means of 
edification, an guns; fake, Amen. 
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